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BOOK I. 



JM use make the man thy theme, for fhrewdnefs famed 

And genius verfatile ; who far and wide 

A Wand'rer, after Ilium overthrown, 

Difcover'd various cities, and the mind 

And manners learn'd of men in lands remote. 

He numerous woes, on Ocean tofs'd, endured, 

Anxious to favehimfelf, and to condudfc 

His followers to their home ; yet all his care 

Preferred them not ; they perifh'd felf-deftroy f d 

By their own fault ; infatuate ! who devoured 

The oxen of the all-o'erfeeing Sun, 

And, punifti'd for that crime, returned no more. 

Daughter divine of Jove, thefe things record, 

As it may pleafe thee, even in our ears. 

The reft, all thofe who had perdition 'fcaped 
By war or on the Deep, dwelt now at home ; 
Him only, of his country and his wife 
Alike defirous, in her hollow grot 

vol. ui. b Calypfo, 
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Calypfo, beauteous Goddefs* (till detained 
Wooing him to her arms ; and, when at length, 
Year rolling after year, the feafon came 
That {hould reftore him, by the will of heav f n f 
To his loved Ithaca, (nor even there, 
Friends only (hould he meet, but many a foe) 
Then all the PowVs above with pity view'd 
His num'rous toils, fave Neptune ; He alone, 
With ceafelefs rage purfuing him, withheld 
Godlike Ulyfles from his native fhores. 
But Neptune, now, the Ethiopians fought, 
(The ^Ethiopians, utmoft of mankind, 
Thefe Eaftward fituate, thofe toward the Weft) 
Caird to an hecatomb of bulls and lambs *. 
There fitting, pleas'd he banquetted ; the Gods 
In Jove's abode, mean-time, aflemblcd all, 
\Midft whom the Sire of beav'n and earth began. 
For he recall'd to mind iEgifthus flain 
By Agamemnon's celebrated fon 
Oreftes, and retracing in his thought 
That dread event, the Immortals thus addrefs'd. 
How rafh are Human-kind ! who charge on Us 

* The ^Ethiopians, according to Diodorus Sic :, are faid to have 
been the firft of the human race who celebrated the worfhip of the 
Gods, from whom they received, in reconapenfe of their devotion*, 
an immunity from conqueft by the Kings their neighbours* 

Their 
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Tlteir fuff Mngp, far more truly the refult 

Of their own folly, than of our decrees *• 

So now ^Egifthus, under no constraint 

Of Deftiny, hath ta*en Atrides' wife 

To his own bed, and him at his return 

Hath foully flain, though not unwarnM by Us 

That he would furely perifti ; for we fent 

The watchful Argicide, who bade him fear 

Alike, to flay the King, or woo the Queen * 

For that Atrktes* fon Oreftes, foon 

As grown mature, and eager to affume 

The fway in Argos, ihould avenge the deed. 

So Hermes fpake, but his advice moved not 

j^Sgifthus, on whole head the whole arrear 

Of vengeance heap'd, at Iaft, hath therefore fhU'n f • 

To whom Minerva, Ooddefs azure-eyed. 
Oh Jove, Saturnian Sire, o'er all fupreme I 

• Chryfippns, as quoted by Gellius, inveighs with much reafon- 
able indignation againft thofe profligate and audacious perfons, 
who, to excufe a flavifh obedience to their lulls, have recourfe to the 
plea of Fatality, afcribing all their wickednefs, not to their own 
impious raflmefs, the proper and true fource of it, but to the will 
of heaven.— Homer however, as he obferves, the wifeft as well as 
the mod antient of the poets, was the firft alfo to cenfure this egre- 
gious folly.— C. 

f Argus, the (on of Areftor, was called the votoopparot xvw or 
Jog with many eyes, on account of the vigilance with which he 
guarded Io the daughter of Inachus ; but Mercury, by command of 
Jupiter flew him, and was thence entitled the Argicide.— B. 

b % And 
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And well he merited the death he found ; 

So perifh all who fhall, like him, offend. 

But with a bofom anguifli-rent I view 

Ulyfles, haplefs Chief! who from his friends 

Remote, affliction hath long time endured 

In yonder wood-land ifle, the central bofs 

Of Ocean. That retreat a Goddcfs holds, 

Daughter of fapicnt Atlas, who the abyfs 

Knows to its bottom, and the pillars high 

Himfelf upbears which fep'rate earth from heav'n. 

His daughter, there, the forrowing Chief detains, 

And ever with fmooth fpeceh infidious feeks 

To wean his heart from Ithaca ; mean-time 

Ulyfles, happy might he but behold 

The fmoke afcending from his native land, 

Death covets. Canft thou not, Olympian Jove 1 

At laft relent ? Hath not Ulyfles oft 

With victims flain amid Achaia's fleet 

1 hee gratified while yet at Troy he fought ? 

How, therefore, hath he thus incenfed thee, Jove ? 

To whom the Sovereign of the realms of air. 
What words, my daughter, have efcaped thy lips ? 
Can I forget Ulyfles ? Him forget 
So noble, who in wifdom all mankind 
Excels, and who hath facrificed fo oft 
To us whofe dwelling is the boundlefs heav'n ? 

Earth- 
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Earth-circling Neptune — He it is vvbofe wrath 

Purfues him ceafelcfs for the Cyclops' fake 

Whom he hath blinded, Polyphcme the vaft, 

In flrength fuperiour to his giant kind. 

For Him the fea-nymph, Phorcys* daughter, bore, 

Thoofa, by the Sovereign of the waves 

Impregnated in caverns of the Deep. 

E'er fince that day, the Shaker of the fhores, 

Although he flay him not, yet devious drives 

Ulyfles from his native ifle afar. 

But come — devifewe, now, with one confent 

His iafe return, both means and profp'rous end ; 

So Neptune (hall his wrath remit, whofe pow'r 

In conteft with the force of all the Gods 

Exerted Angle, can but ftrivc in vain. 

To whom Minerva, Goddefs azure-eyed* 
Oh Jupiter ! above all Kings enthroned ! 
If the Immortals ever-bleft ordain 
That wife Ulyfles to his home return, 
Difpatch we then Hermes the Argicide, 
Our meflenger, to fair Ogygia's ifle, 
Who fliall inform Calypfo, nymph divine, 
Of this our purpofe, tRat Ulyfles, long 
A fufFrer, feek, at length, his home again. 
Myfelf will hence to Ithaca, mean-time, 
His fon to animate, and with new force 

b 3 Infpire 
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Infpire him, that (the Greecians all convened 
In council,) he, at once, may bid depart 
The fuitors from his home, who, day by day, 
His numVous flocks and fatted herds confume* 
And I will fend him thence to Sparta forth, 
And into Tandy Pylus, there to hear 
(If hear he may) fome tidings of his Sire, 
And to procure himfelf a glorious name. 

This faid, her golden fandals to her feet 
She bound, ambrofial, which o'er all the earth 
And o'er the moid flood waft her fleet as air ; 
Then, feizing her brafs-pointed ipear robuft, 
In length and bulk and weight a matchlefs beam* 
With which the Jove-born Goddefs levels ranks 
Of Heroes againft whom her anger burns, 
From the Olympian fummit down fhe flew 
To Ithaca*, where, in the veftibule 
And on the threfhold of Ulyfies' hall 
Grafping her brazen fpear ftie flood, in form 
The hero Mentcs *, hofpitable Chief 

* 2-nJ y f J0*'*n* im Ai?7w— The word A?f*o* is here faid by the 
Scholiaft to be a proper name, and the name of the place in Ithaca 
where flood the palace of Ulyfles.— B, & C. But Barnes accounts 
this interpretation of it an idle dream, for which reafon I have not 
attended to it in the tranflation. 

-r We are told that Homer was under obligations to Mentes, who 
had frequently given him a pailage in his ihip to different countries 
which he wifhed to fee* for which reafon he has here immortalized 
hint* 



ODYSSEY I. 130-ifl. f 

Of Taphos' ifle* — fbe found the haughty throng 
The fuitors ; they before the palace gate 
Sported with iv'ry cubes, reclined on hides 
Of numerous oxen which themfelvcs had (lain* 
The heralds and the buly menials there 
Minifter'd to them ; thefe their mantling cups 
With water flaked ; with bibulous fponges thofe 
Made clean the tables, fet the banquet on, 
And portioned out to each his plenteous (hare. 
Long ere the reft Telemachus himfelf 
Mark'd her, for fad amid them all he fat, 
Pourtr&ying in deep thought contemplative 
His noble Sire, and queftioning if yet 
Perchance the tlero might return to chafe 
From all his palace that imperious herd, 
To his own honour lord of his own home. 
Thus mufing there, he fuddenly perceived 
The Goddefs, and fprang forth, for he abhorred 
To fee a gueft's admittance long delay 'd ; 
Approaching eager, her right hand he feized, 
The brazen fpear took from her, and in words 
With welcome wing'd Minerva thus addrefs'd. 

Stranger ! Thou (halt be Welcome ; entYing, (hare 
The banquet, firft^ then tell me thy defire. 

* Taphos was one of the Echinades, iflands of the Ionian fea, 
and was inhabited by the Telebceans.— B, & C. 

B 4 So 
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So laying, toward the fpacious hall he moved 
Followed by Pallas, and,, arriving foon 
Beneath the lofty roof, placed her bright fpear 
Within a pillar's cavity, long time 
The armoury where many a fpear h&d flood, 
Bright weapons of his own illuftrious Sire. 
Then, leading her toward a footftool'd throne 
Magnificent, which firft he overfpread 
With linen, there he fcated her, apart 
From that rude throng, and for himfelf difpofed 
A throne of various colours at her fide ; 
Left, ftunn'd with clamour of the lawlefs band, 
His gueft fhould fuffer pain, and that himfelf 
Might afk him tidings of his abfent Sire. 
And now a maiden charg'd with golden ew'r 
And with an argent kver, pouring firft 
Pure water on their hands, fupplied them, next, 
With a refplendent table, which the chafte 
Dire&refs of the houfehold heap'd with bread 
And dainties, remnants of the laft regale. 
Then, in his turn, the fewer* with favVy meats 
Served them, of delicate and various kinds, 
And golden cups befide the chargers placed, 
Which the attendant herald fill'd with wine* 

* Mihon ufes the word— 

■ " ■■■ Sewers and fenefchals. 



Ere- 
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Erelong, in rufli'd the fuitors, and the thrones 

And couches occupied, on all whofe hands 

The heralds pour'd pure water ; then the maids 

Attended them with bread in baikets heap'd, 

And eager they aflail'd the ready feaft. 

At length, when neither thirft nor hunger more 

They felt unfatisfied, to new delights 

Their thoughts they turn'd* to fong and fprightly dance, 

Enlivening fequel of the banquet's joys. 

An herald, then, to Phemius* hand confign'd 

His beauteous lyre ; he through conftraint regaled 

The fuitors with his fong, and while the chords 

He ftruck in prelude to his pleafant flrains, 

Tclemachus, in accents whifper'd clofe 

To Pallas ear, the Goddefs thus addrefs'd. 

My inmate and my friend ! far from my lips 
Be ev'ry word that might difpleafe thine ear ! 
Song and the fprightly lyre may well engage 
Thefe wanton feeders at another's coft, 
Whofe bones lie weather-bleach'd, we know not where, 
On foreign ground, or rolling in the Deep. 
Ah ! could they fee him once to his own ifle 
Reftored, both gold and raiment they would wi(h 
Far lefs, and nimblenefs of foot inftead. 
But He, alas ! hath by a wretched fate 
Paft queftion perifh'd, and what news foe er 

W* 
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We hear of his return, no comfort breeds 

In us, convinced that he returns no more* 

But anfwer undiflembling ; tell me true ; 

Who art thou? whence? where ftands thy city? where 

Thy father's manfion ? In what kind of (hip 

Cam'ft thou ? Why fleer d the mariners their courfe 

To Ithaca, and of what land are they ? 

For that on foot thou found'ft us not, is fure. 

This alfo tell me, had thou now arrived 

New to our ifle, or waft thou heretofore 

My father's gueft ? Since many to our houfe 

Reforted in thofe happier days, for he 

Drew irrefiftibly the hearts of all. 

Then thus the Goddefs of the azure eyes. 
I will with all fimplicity of truth 
Thy queflions fatisfy *. Behold in me 
Mentes, the offspring of a Chief renown'd 
In war, Anchialus ; and I rule, myfelf, 
The Taphians, mariners expert and bold. 
This day we here arrived, myfelf and crew, 
Seeking a people of another tongue 



• M*X' aTfi*tt>c— Pallas promifes in thefe emphatical words that 
(he will tell him the truth, yet begins with a fid ion. The proffiife 
therefore is underftood by fome to have reference only to the aflurance 
ihe gives him that his father is ilill alive. Bat others interpret the 
words here noted as fignifying no more than circumjl initially *~—Q. 

Athwart 
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Athwart the gloomy flood, in queft of brafs 

For which I barter ileel, ploughing the waves 

To Temefa*. My fhip beneath the woods 

Of Neius, at yonder field that fldrts 

Your city, in the haven Rhethrus rides. 

We are hereditary guefts; our Sires 

Were friends long fince ; as, when thou feed him next, 

The Hero old Laertes will avouch, 

Of whom, I learn, that he frequents no more 

The city now, but in fequefter'd fcenes 

Dwells forrowful, and by an antient dame 

Oft as ftrength fails him, while he creeps and toils 

Among his vines, with food^and drink fupplied. 

But I have come drawn hither by report 

Which fpake thy Sire arrived, though ftill it feems 

The adverfe Gods his homeward courfe retard. 

For not yet breathtefs lies the noble Chief, 

But in fome ifland of the boundlefs flood 

Refides a prifoner, by barbarous force 

Of fome rude race detained reludant there. 

Andl will now forefhow thee what the Gods 

Teach me, and what, though neither augur Ikiird 

* Temefa was, according to fome, a city of Cyprus, but other* 
find it in Italy* — B. & C. Strabo obferves of this laft, that if in 
Homer's time it was famous for workers in brafs, it has fince ceafed 
to be fo.— C. 

Nor 
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Nor prophet, I yet truft fhall come to pafs. 
He fhall not, henceforth, live an exile long 
From his own fhores ; no, not although in bands 
Of iron held, but will erelong contrive 
His own return ; for in expedients, framed 
With wond'rous ingenuity, he abounds. 
But tell me true ; art thou, in ftature fuch, 
Son of himfelf Ulyfles ? for thy face 
And fparkling eyes feem plainly to befpeak 
Ulyfles in thee ; for delights like thefe, 
With Him converting, I have oft enjoy'd, 
Ere yet, with many a gallant Greecian more 
He fail'd to Troy. But never have I, fince, 
Ulyfles feen, nor hath Ulyfles, me. 

To whom Telemachus, difcrete, replied. 
Stranger ! The truth is this. My mother Him 
Affirms my father, and the mother's voice 
That queftion can, alone, with truth decide *. 



* Euitathius obferves that the legitimacy of a birth is beft known 
to the mother ; and Ariftotle is of the fame opinion, who cites the 
cafe of a woman named Peparethia, whofe oath in a difpute at law 
concerning the legitimacy of her child, was accepted as decifive. 
Telemachus therefore does not mean to impeach his mother's chaftity, 
bat merely to affirm his ignorance on a point which fhe alone was 
qualified to determine. — C. 

Among us the child is always given by the Law to him to whom 
the mother fwears it. 

Would 
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Would I were offspring of fome happier Sire, 
Ordain'd in calm pofleffion of his own 
To reach the verge of life. But now, alas ! 
I am the rurnour'd offspring of a man 
Of all mankind unhappieft. Thy demand 
Was fimple truth ; thus therefore I reply. 

Then anfwer blue-eyed Pallas thus returnM. 
From no ignoble race, in future days, 
The Gods fhall prove thee fprung, whom fo endow'd 
With evVy grace Penelope hath borne. 
But tell me true. What feftival is this ? 
Thisthrong— whencearethey?whereforehaft thou need 
Of fuch a multitude ? Behold I here 
A banquet, or a nuptial fealt ? for thefe 
Meet not by contribution * to regale, 
With fuch brutality and din they hold 
Their riotous banquet ! a wife man and good 
Arriving, now, among them, at the fight 
Of fuch enormities would much be wroth. 

To whom replied Telemachus difcrete. 
Since, ftranger ! thou haft afk'd, learn alfo this. 



* *Ep»»fc a convivial meeting, at which every man paid his pro. 
portion, at leaf* contributed fomething ;— B. & C. bat it feems to 
have been a meeting at which ftricl fobriety was obferved, elfe 
Pallas would not have inferred from the noife and riot of this, that 
U was not fuch a one. 

While 
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While yet Utyfles with bis people dwelt, 

His prefence warranted the hope that here 

Virtue fhould dwell and opulence ; but heav'rt 

Hath caft for us, at length, a difFrent lot> 

And he is loft* as never man before* 

For I fhould Iefs lament his death itfelf, 

Had he among his friends at Ilium faU'n, 

Or in the arms of his companions died, 

Troy's liege aocomplifli'd. Then his tomb the Greeks 

Of ev'ry tribe had built, and he had won 

A never-dying r name for me ; but now> 

By harpies torn ing!orious> beyond reach 

Of eye or ear he lies ; and hath to me 

Grief only, and unceafing fighs bequeathed *• 

Nor mourn I for his fake alone ; the Gods 

Have plann'd for me dill many a woe befide * 

For all the rulers of the neighbour ifles, 

Samos > Dulichium, and the foreft-crown'd 

• The Harpies and their place of habitation are mentioned by 
Virgil.— i£n. 3. 1. 4 10, 

The Strophades are iftes of Oreecian name 
Amid the wide Ionian Deep, pofTefs'd 
By dire Cel#no and her Harpy brood j 
Nor ever, through the anger of the God J, 
Emerg'd a fouler, feller perl from Hell. 
The birds have virgin looks, but they annoy 
The fcent with filthieft ordure 3 talons arm 
Their hands, and famine pales their ghaftly cheeks. 

Zacynthus, 
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2£acynthus, others alio, rulers here 

In craggy Ithaca, my mother leek 

In marriage, and my houfehold (lores consume. 

But fhe nor will accept, nor can difmifa 

Their hated fuit, and They, mean-time, devour 

My fubftance, who, nryfelf, muft perifh foon. 

To whom, with deep comraiferation pang'd, 
Pallas replied. Alas ! great need haft thou 
Of thy long abfent father to avenge 
Thefe numerous wrongs ; for could he no\r appear 
There, at yon portal, arm'd with helmet, fhield, 
And grafping his two fpears, fuch as when firft 
I faw him drinking joyous at our board, 
From Ilus fon of Mermeris, who dwelt 
In diftant Ephyre*, juft then returned, 
(For thither alfo had Ulyfles gone 
In his fwift bark, feeking fome pois'nous drug 
Wherewith to taint his brazen arrows keen f , 
Which drug through fear of the eternal Gods 
Ilus refufed, but readily my Sire 
Gave to him, for he lov'd him paft belief) 
Could now, Ulyfles, clad in arms as then, 

* Ephyre has been already noticed in the firft volume of the Iliad 
as a city of Thefprotia ; but the Ephyre mentioned by Homer both 
there and here was probably Elis. 

f The poet, it is obfcrved, prepares as to fee the fuitors die by a. 
fingle wound of thefe arrows* — B. & C. 

x Mix 
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Mix with thefe fuitors, fhort his date of life 

To each, and bitter fhould his nuptials prove. 

But whether, fafe rcftored, he fhall avenge, 

In his own houfc, his wrongs, or whether not, 

Refts, for decifion, with the Gods alone. 

Mean-time I counfel thee, thyfelf to think 

By what means likelieft thou (halt expel 

Thefe from thy doors. Now mark me : clofe attend. 

To morrow, fummoning the Grefccian Chiefs 

To council, fpeak to them, and call the Gods 

To witnefs that folemnity. Bid go 

The fuitors hence, each to his own abode, 

And if thy mother's choice be ftrongly bent 

To marriage, let her to the houfe return 

Of her own potent father, who, himfelf, 

Shall furniih forth her matrimonial rites, 

And ample dowV, fuch as it well becomes 

A darling daughter to receive, beftow. 

But hear me now ; thyfelf I thus advife. 

The prime of all thy fhips preparing, mann'd 

With twenty rowers, voyage hence to feek 

Intelligence of thy long-abfcnt Sire. 

Some mortal may inform thee, or a word % 

* "Ocxffu — a word fpoken, with refpeft to the fpeaker, cafually ; 
but with reference to the inquirer fuppofed to be font for his infor- 
mation by the efpecial appointment and providential favour of the 
Cods. 

Perchance 



Perchance, by Jove directed (fafeft fource 

Of notice to mankind) may reach thine ear. 

.Pirft voyaging to Pylus, there enquire 

Of noble Neftor; thence to Sparta tend, 

To queftion Menelaus, laft arrived 

Of all the Greecians ; and, if there thou learn 

That ftill thy father lives, and hope obtain 

Of his return, then, fuflef as thou may'ft, 

"With patience wait his coming, yet a year. 

But fliould'ft thou learn his death, then, feek again 

Thy native fhores, and, having heap*d his tomb, 

And with due pomp his fun'ral rites performed, 

Make thou thy mother's fpoufals, next, thy care. 

Thefe duties fatisfied, deliberate laft 

Whether thou fhalt thefe troublers of thy houfe 

By ftratagem, or by aflault, deftroy. 

For thou art now no child, nor may'ft purfue 

The fports of children longer. Has the deed 

Of brave Oreftes never reach 'd thine ear, 

Whom all mankind extol ? For he hath flain 

^Egifthus, fly contriver of the death 

Of Agamemnon, his illuftrious fire. 

And Thou, my youthful friend, whofe form robuft 

And fair proportions with delight I view, 

Be Thou brave alfo, that renown like His 

Thou may'ft acquire with ages yet to come. 

vol. i. c But 
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But I will to my veflel now repair, 

And to my mariners, whom, abfcnt long, 

I may perchance have troubled. Weigh thou well 

My counfel ; let not my advice be loft. 

To whom Telemachus difcrete replied. 
Stranger ! thy words befpeak thee much my friend, 
Who, as a father teaches his own fon, 
Haft taught me what I never will forget. 
But, though in hafte thy voyage to purfue, *■ 
Yet ftay, that in the bath refrefliing firft - 
Thy limbs now weary, thou may'ft fprightlier feek 
Thy gallant bark, charged with fome noble gift 
Of finifti'd workmanfhip, which thou (halt keep 
As my memorial ever ; fuch a boon 
As men confer on guefts whom much they love. 

Then thus Minerva, Goddefs azure-eyed. 
Retard me not, for go I muft ; the gift 
Which liberal thou defireft to beftow 
Give me at my return, that I may bear 
The treafure home ; and, in exchange, thyfelf 
Expert fome gift equivalent from me. 

She fpake, and as with eagle-wings upborne, 
Vaniih'd incontinent, but him inlpired 
With daring fortitude, and on his heart 
Dearer remembrance of his Sire imprefs'd 
Than ever. Confcious of the mighty change, 

Amazed 



> 
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Amazed he flood, and, in his fecret thought 
Revolving all, believed his gueft a God. 
The youthful Hero to the fuitors then 
Repaired ; they filent, iiften'd to the fong 
Of the illuftrious Bard ; he the return 
Deplorable of the Achaian boft 
From Ilium by command of Pallas, fang. 
Penelope, Icarius* daughter, mark'd 
Mean-time the fong celeftial, where fhe fat 
In the fuperiour palace ; down fhe came, 
By all the num'rous fteps of her abode ; 
Not fole, for two fair handmaids follow'd her. 
She then, divined of her fex, arrived 
In prefence of that lawlefs throng, beneath 
The portal of her ftately manfion flood, 
Between her maidens, with her lucid veil 
Her lovely features mantling. There, profufe 
She wept, and thus the facred bard befpakc. 

Phemius ! for many a fbrrow-fopthing drain 
Thou know' ft befide, fuch as exploits record 
Of Gods and men, the poet's frequent theme ; 
Give them of thofe a fong, and let themfelves 
Their wine drink noifelefs ; but this mournful ftrain 
Break off, unfriendly to my bofom's peace, 
And which of all hearts neareft touches mine, 
With fuch regret my deareft Lord I mdurn, 

c 2 RememVring 
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RemembVing ftill an hufband praifed from fide 
To fide, and in the very heart of Greece. 

Then anfwer thus Telemachus returned. 
My mother ! leave the tuneful bard unblamed 
To his own choice. No bard, himfelf, creates 
The woes of which he fings, but Jove fupplies 
Each, at his pleafure, with a mournful theme ; 
And He records Achaia's haplefs doom 
Thus fweetly, with good caufe ; for neweft ftrains 
Moft take the lifVning ear. Of all who fought 
At Troy, Ulyfies hath not loft, alone, 
His day of glad return ; but many a Chief 
Hath perifh'd alfo. Seek thou then again 
Thy own apartment, fpindle ply and loom, 
And talk thy maidens ; management belongs 
To men of joys convivial, and of men 
Efpecially to me, chief ruler here *. 

She heard aftonifh'd ; and the prudent fpeech 
Repofing of her fon deep in her heart, 
Again with her attendant maidens fought 

* This part of the fpeech of Telemachus has been rejected by 
fome critics who contend that whatever propriety it may have 
when addrefled by Heltor to Andromache, it has not the fame when 
addrefled by a fon to his mother. But Telemachus probably ufe» 
it, not as a reproof to her, but that the fuitors hearing it, may infer 
from it his determined purpofe to take the management of his fa- 
mily henceforth into his own hands. To be mailer, in fhort, for the 
time to come, and a child no longer. — B. 

Her 
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Her upper chamber. There arrived, (he wept 
Her loft Ulyfles, till Minerva bathed 
Her weary lids in dewy fleep profound. 
Then echoed through the gloomy vaults of ail 
The lofty roof, the fuitors' boift'rous roar, 
For each was hot to (hare the royal bed. 
Whom thus Telemachus difcrete addrefs'd. 

All ye my mother's fuitors, though addi& 
To contumacious wrangling fierce, fufpend 
Your clamour ; for a courfe to me it feems 
More decent far, when fuch a bard as this, 
Godlike for fweetnefs, lings, to hear his fong. 
To morrow meet we in full council all, 
That I may plainly warn you to depart 
From this our manfion. Seek ye where ye may 
Your feafts ; confume your own, alternate fed 
Each at the other's coft ; but if it feem 
Wifeft in your account and beft, to eat 
Voracious thus the patrimonial goods 
Of one man, rend'ring no account of all*, 
Bite to the roots ; but know that I will cry 
Ceafclefs to the eternal Gods, in hope 
That Jove, for retribution of the wrong, 
Shall doom you, where ye have intruded, there 
To bleed, and of your blood alk no account *• 

• There is in the Original an evident ftrefs laid on the word 
N**-o»*t, which is ufed in both places. It was a fort of Lex Talioais 

c j which 
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He ended, and each gnaw'd his lip, aghaft 
At his undaunted hardinefs of fpeech. 

Then thus Antinous fpake, Eupithes* ion. 
Telemachus! the Gods, methinks, themfelvcs 
Teach thee fublimity, and to pronounce 
Thy matter fearlefs. Ah forbid it, Jove J 
That one fo eloquent (hould with the weight 
Of kingly cares in Ithaca be charged, 
A realm, by claim hereditary, thine. 

Then prudent thus Telemachus replied. 
Although my fpeech, Antinous, may, perchanfcc, 
Provoke thee, know that I am not averfe 
From kingly cares, if Jove appoint me fuch. , 
Seems it to thee a burthen to be fear'd 
By men above all others ? truft me, no. 
There is no ill in royalty ; the man 
So flation'd, waits not long ere he obtain 
Riches and honour. But I grant that Kings 
Of the Achaians may no few be found 
In fea-girt Ithaca both young and old, 
Of whom fince great Ulyfles is no more, 
Reign whofo may ; but King, myfelf, I am 
In my own houfe, and over all my own 

which Telemachus hoped might be put in force againft them ; and 
that Jove would demand no fatisfadion for the lives of thofe, who 
made him none for the waile of his property. 

DomefticSj 
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Domeftics, by Ulyfles gained for me. 

To whom Eurymachus replied, the ion 
Of Poly bus. What Greecian Chief (hall reign 
In fea-girt Ithaca, muft be referred 
To the Gods* will, Telemachus ! mean-time 
Ulyfies 9 rich pofleffions and his houfe 
Are doubtlefs thine, and thou art fov'reign here. 
May never that man on her (hores arrive, 
While an inhabitant (hall yet be left 
In Ithaca, who (hall by viplence wreft 
Thine from thee. But permit me, noble Sir ! 
To aik thee of thy gueft. Whence came the man ? 
What country claims him ? Where are to be foqnd 
His kindred and his patrimonial fields ? 
Brings he glad tidings of thy Sire's approach 
Homeward ? or came he to receive a debt 
Due to himfelf ? How fwift he difappear'd ! 
Nor opportunity to know him gave 
To tbofe who wiih'd it ; for his face and air 
Him (peak not of Plebeian birth obfcure. 

Whom anfwer'd thus Telemachus difcrcte, 
Eurymachus ! my father comes no more 
I can no longer credit tidings now, 
If fuch arrive j nor h6ed I more the fang 
Of footh-fayers whom my mother may confult, 
But this my gueft hath known in other days 

«4 My 
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My father, fea-girt Taphos is his home, 
Mentes his name, Anchialus his life, 
And his. control the Taphian race, renown'd 
For naval ikill, unanimous obey. 

So fpake Telemachus, but in bis heart 
Knew well his gucft a Goddefs from the fides. 
Then they to dance and heart-enlivening foog 
Turn'd joyous, waiting the approach of eve * 
The dufky evening found them joyous Hill, 
When each, to his own houfe retiring, (ought 
Needful repofe. Telemachus, the while, 
In various mufings occupied, to reft 
Alio retired, in bis own chamber, built 
On the hall-roof, confpicuous from afar. 
Sage Euryclea, bearing in each hand 
A torch, preceded him ; her fire was Ops, 
Pifenor's fon, and, in her early prime, 
At his own cod Laertes made her his, 
Paying with twenty beeves her purchafe-prico. 
Nor in lefs honour than his fpotlefs wife 
He held her ever ; but his conforms wrath 
Fearing, at no time call'd her to his bed. 
She bore the torches, and with truer heart 
Loved him than any of the female train. 
For fhe had nurs'd him in his infant years. 
He open'd his broad chamber-valves, and fat 

* On 
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On his couch-fide ; then, putting off his veft 
Of fofteft texture, placed it in the hands 
Of the attendant dame difcrete, who firffc 
Folding it with exadleft care, befide 
His bed fufpended it, and, going forth, 
Drew by its filver ring the portal clofe, 
And faften'd it with bolt and brace fecure. 
There lay Telemachus, on fineft wool 
Repofcd, contemplating all night his courfe 
Prpfcribed by Pallas to the Pylian fhore. 
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£$ OPYSSBY II. i-ria. 

ARGUMENT 
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SECOND BOOK. 

Telemachus having convened an aflembly of the Greecians, pub* 
lickly calls on the Suitors to relinquifh the houfe of Ulyfles. 
During the continuance of the Council he has much to fuffer 
from the petulance of the Suitors, from whom, having informed 
them of his deiign to undertake a voyage in hope to obtain 
news of Ulyfles, he aflcs a Ihip, with all things neceflkry^fbr 
the purpofe. He is refufed, but is afterwards forniihed with 
what he wants by Minerva, in the form of Mentor* He embarks 
in the evening without the privity of his mother, and the God* 
4c& fails with him, 

BOOK II. 

Aurora, rofy daughter of the dawn, 
Now ting'd the Eaft, when, habited again, 
Uprofe Ulyfles* offspring from his bed. 
Athwart his back his faulchion keen he flung, 
His fandals bound to his unfullied feet, 
And, godlike, ifliied from his chamber-door. 
At once the clear-voiced heralds he enjoin'd 
To caH the Greeks to council ; they aloud 
Gave forth the fummons, and the throng began* 
When all were gathered, and th* aflembly full, 

He 
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He grafp'd his lance, and, fetting forth, repaired, 

Himfelf, to council ; nor alone he went, 

But follow'd by his hounds, a faithful pair. 

O'er all his form Minerva largely fhed 

Majeftic grace divine, and, as he moved, 

The gazing crowd his princely port admired. 

The feniors gave him place, and down he fat 
On his paternal throne. Then grave arofe 
The Hero, old JEgyptius ; bow*d with age 
Was he, and by experience dcep-inform'4 # . 
His fon had with Ulyfles, godlike Chief, 
On board his fleet to diftant Ilium gone, 
The warrior Antiphus, whom in his cave 
The favage Cyclops flew, and on his flelh 
At ev'ning made obfeene his laft regale. 
Three fons he had befide, a fuitor one, 
Eurynomus ; whofe brothers, day by day, 
Both ferv'd their antient father in his fields* 
Yet he forgat not, father as he was 

• Euftathius remarks it as a fymptom that the poet himfelf was 
alfo an orator, and knew how difficult a young man mull find it to 
ppen a debate by fpeaking firft in theprefence of more experienced 
perfons, that he cpnfigns that part of the bufmefs to jEgyptius, a 
fpeaker of long pradice, who by interrogating the aflembly gives 
Telemachus an opportunity to anfwer ; an cafier talk than to intro* 
duce the fubjeft with nothing to lead to it. The young princ^e has 
the fame advantage afforded him in the third book, where Neftpr 
prepares the way for him by an enquiry concerning |he cauie of 
Jtfs voyage,— C. 

Of 
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Of thefe, his abfcnt eldeft, whom he mournM 
Ceafelefs, and thus his fpeecb, with tears, began* 

Hear me, ye men of Ithaca, my friends ! 
Nor council here nor feilion hath been held 
Since great Ulyfles left his native fliore. 
Who now convenes us ? what efpecial need 
Hath urged him, whether of our youth he be, 
Or of our fenators by age matured ? 
Have tidings reach'd him of our hod's return, 
Which here he would divulge ? or brings he aught ' 
Of publick import on a different theme ? 
I deem him, whofoe'er he be, a man 
Worthy to profper, and may Jove vouchfafe 
A bleffing on the purpofe of his heart I 

He ended, and Telemachus rejoiced 
In that good omen. Ardent to begin, 
He fat not long, but, moving to the midft, 
Received the fceptre from Pifenor's hand, 
His prudent herald, and addreffing, next, 
The hoary Chief j^Egyptius, thus replied. 

Not far remote, as thou fhalt fpon thyfelf 
Perceive, oh venerable Chief I he ftands, 
Who hath convened this council. I, am He* 
1 am in chief the fuff'rer. Tidings none 
Of the returning hofl: I have received, 
Which here I would divulge, nor bring I aught 

Of 
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Of publick import on a different theme, 

But my own trouble, on my own houfe fallen, 

And two-fold fall'n* One is, that I have loft 

A noble father, who, as fathers rule 

Benign their children, governed once yourfelves ; 

The other, and the more alarming ill, 

With ruin threatens my whole houfe, and all 

My patrimony with immediate wafte. 

Suitors, (their children who in this our ifle 

Hold higheft rank) importunate befiege 

My mother, though defirous not to wed, 

Dare not folicit, in that caufe, her Sire 

Icarius, who might give his daughter dowV, 

And portion her to whom he moft approves, 

(A courfe which, only named, moves their difguft) 

But rather choofe, intruding here, to flay 

My ftieep, and beeves, and fatted goats, and drink 

JVfy fable wine — wafte hard to be fuftain'd. 

For I have no Ulyfles to relieve 

Me and my family from this abufe. 

Ourfelves are not fufficient ; we, alas ! 

1 00 feeble fhould be found, and yet to learn 

How beft to ufe the little force we own ; 

Elfe, had I powV, I would, myfelf, redrefs 

The evil ; for it now furpafles far 

All fuffVance, now they ravage uncontroll'd, 

Nor 
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Nor (how of decency voucbfafc me more. 

Refent, yourfelves, this outrage ; dread the blame 

Which, eHe, ye nroft incur from ev'ry ftate 

Around us, and the anger of the Gods, 

left they impute thefe impious deeds to you *• 

I, next, adjure you by Olympian Jovt, 

By Themis, who convenes and who diflblves 

All councils f , that ye interpofe, my friends ! 

To check them, and afford to my diftrefs 

A iblitary and a filent home. 

But if Ulyfles, my illuftrious Sire, 

H?th injur d any noble Greecian here, 

Whofe wrongs ye purpofe to avenge on me, 

Then, aid them openly ; for better far 

Were my condition, if yourfelves confumed 

My revenue * ; ye fhould compensate foon 

My fuff'rings at your hands ; for my complaints 

* The reader is to be reminded that this is not an aiTembly of the 
fuitors only, but a general one, which affords Telemachus an op- 
portunity to apply himfelf to the feelings of the Ithacans at large. 

f It is faid by fome to have been cuftomary with the antients to 
introduce the image of Themis into all their public aflcmblies,— C. 
as the representative of peace and juftice. 

% The word revenue is very nearly a literal tranflation of the 
original word vfiGaeU, which Barnes, and Clarke after him, ren* 
der by the word frowntus* This feems the better fenfe of it, 
though there are others who nnderftand it to fignify moveables, efpc- 
cially fuch things as nxtfelf-mo<ved, (beep, oxen, &Ck 

4 Should 
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Should roufe all Ithaca to my redrefs, 
Nor ceafe, till I were (atisfied for all ; 
But now, conniving at the wrong, ye pierce 
My foul with anguifh not to be endured. 

He fpake impaflion'd, and to earth caft down 
liis fceptre, weeping. Pity at that fight 
Seiz'd all the people ; mute the aflembly fat 
Long time, none dared with anfwer rough to greet 
Telemachus, till of them all, at laft, 
Antinoiis, fole arifing, thus replied, 

Telemachus, intemp'rate in harangue, 
High-founding orator ! it is thy drift 
To make us odious, all ; but the offence 
Lies not with us the fuitors ; ihe alone 
Thy mother, who in fubtlety excels, 
And deep-wrought fubterfuge, deferves the blame. 
Three years entire, and, now, well nigh a fourth, 
She hath beguiled with her delufive arts 
The Greecians ; mcflage after meflSge fent 
Brings hope to each, by turns, and promife fair ; , 
But (he, mean-time, far otherwife intends. . 
Her other arts exhaufted all, (he framed 
This flratagem ; a web of ampleft fize 
And fubtleft woof beginning, thus (he fpake # . 

* The web (he began was of the largeft dimenfions and of the 
£neft texture, becaufe a work of that kind proceeding (lowly, both 

on 
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Princes* my fuitors ! fince the noble Chief 

Ulyfles is no more, prefs not as yet 

My nuptials, wait till I (hall finifli, firft, 

A fun'ral robe (left all my threads decay) 

Which for the antient Hero I prepare, 

Laertes, looking for the mournful hour 

When fate (hall fnatch him to eternal reft j 

Elfe, I the cenfure dread of all my fex, 

Should he, fo wealthy, Want at laft a fhroud* 

So fpake the Queen, and unfufpicious, we 

With her requeft complied. Thenceforth, all day 

She wove the ample web, and by the aid 

Of torches ravell'd it again at night 

Three years by fuch contrivance fhe deceived 

The Greecians ; but when (three whole years elaps'd) 

The fourth arrived, then, confeious of the fraud, » 

A damfel of hef train told all the truth, 

And we furprifed her marring all her work* 

Thus, through neceffity fhe hath, at length* 

Perform'd the talk, and in her own defpite* 

Therefore, to fatisfy not thee alone 

But all men here aflembled, we reply. 

Difmifs thy mother with a charge to wed 

on account of the fize and the difficulty with which it would be 
performed, the fuitors would the lefs wonder at the time it coil to 
accomplish it* — C» 

Whom 
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Whom moft Icarius and herfelf approve. 

But fhould {he ftill torment us with delay, 

Studious alone to merit praife for arts 

By Pallas giv'n her largely ; matchlefi fkill 

To weave the fplendid web ; fagacious thought; 

And fhrewdnefs, fuch as never fame afcribed 

To any beauteous Greek of antient days, 

Tyro, Mycene, or Alcmena lov'd 

By Jove himfelf, all whom th* accompliih'd Queen 

Tranfcends in knowledge, ignorant alone 

That wooed long-time fhe (hould, at laft, be won, 

Then know, that while the Gods with adverfe fway 

Thus warp her judgment, evVy fuitor, ftill, 

Shall banquet at thy coll. A glorious name 

She to herfelf infures, but equal woe 

And devaluation of thy wealth to thee ; 

For neither to our proper works at home 

Go we, of that be fure, nor yet elfewhere, 

Till him (he wed to whom (he moft inclines # . 

Then prudent, thus, Telemachus replied. 
Antinous ! to thruft the mother forth 

* Some have nnderftood that Antilochus, in this clofe of hit 
fpeech, produced a prophecy without intending it, becaufe the 
(tutors in faft did not depart till Ulyfles came, the only perfpn of 
her choice, and flew them. But Clarke judges, and feemingly with 
good reaibn, that the interpretation is a mere fubtlety and of no 
value ; though Madame Dacicr approves iu 

vol. x. d Who 
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Who gave me birth and rcar'd me, were a deed 
Unnat'ral and impofllble tp me. 
Alive or dead, my Sire is far remote, 
And fhould I, voluntary, hence difmifs 
My mother to Icarius, I muft much 
Refund, which hardfhip were and lofs to me \ 
So doing, I fhould alfb wrath incur 
From my offended Sire, and from the Gods 
Still more ; for (he, departing, would invoke 
Erynnis to avenge her, and reproach 
Befide would follow me from all mankind. 
That word I, therefore, never will pronounce* 
No, if ye judge your treatment at her hands 
Injurious to you, go ye forth yourfelves, 
Forfake my manfion ; feck where elfe ye may 
Yourfeafts; confume your own ; alternate feed 
Each at the other's coft. But if it feem 
Wifeft in your account and bell to eat 
Voracioufly the patrimonial goods 
Of one man, rend'ring no account of all, 
Bite to the roots $ but know that I will cry 

* The commentators are here divided in opinion, doubting 
whether Telemachus means to fay, that ^ be finds away bis motbew 
be muft refund ber dower to Icarius 9 or if be Jends berto Icarius t be 
muft incur great evil.— -B. & C. The words will bear cither fenfe, ac- 
cording to their punctuation, but Dacier and Clarke both give th* 
preference to that in which the pafiage i* here rendered. 

i Ceafelefs 
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Ceafeleis to the eternal God*, in hope 
That Jove, in retribution of tht wrong, 
Shall doom you, where ye have intruded, Acre 
To bleed, and of your blood alk no account. 
So fpakp Tciemacbus, and while he fpake, 
The ThundVer from a lofty mountain-top 
Turn'd off two eagles ; on the winds, awhile, 
With outfpread pinions ample fide by fide 
They floated; but, erelong, hoy'ring .aloft, 
Right o'er the midft of the aflembled Chiefs 
They wheeled around, clang' d all theirnumYaus plumes, 
And eyeing with a downward look the throng, 
Death boded, ominou6 ; then rending each 
The other's face and neck, they (prang at once 
Toward the right, and darted through the town *• 
Amazement uoiverfal, at that fight, 
Seized the aflembly, and with anxious thought 
Each fcann'd the future; amidft whom arpfe 
The Hero Halitherfcs, antient Seer, 
Offspring of Maftor ; for in judgment he 
Of portents augural, and in forecaft 
Unerring, his coevals all excell'd, 
And prudent thus the multitude befpake. 

* Not the faces and necks of thpfykors, as fopn few ygry 
abfurdly imagined, but each others, for an uiunfwerable reafon 
which the learned reader will find in Clarke. 

v % Hear, 
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Hear, all ye men of Ithaca ! but hear 
Ye Suitors chiefly, for 1 fpeak of woes 
Tremendous, by the Gods prepared for you, 
Ulyflcs (hall not from his friends, henceforth, 
Live abfent long, but, hailing to his home, 
Comes even now, and as be comes, deiigns 
A bloody death for theie, whofe bitter woes 
No few (hall ihare, inhabitants with us 
Of pleafant Ithaca ; but let us frame 
Effectual means maturely to fupprefs 
Their violent deeds, or rather let thcmfelves - 
Repentant ceafe ; and fooneft fhall be beft. 
Not inexpert, but well-informed I fpeak 
The future, and the accomplifhment announce 
Of all which when Ulyfles with the Greeks 
Embarked for Troy, I to himfelf foretold. 
I laid that, after many woes, and lofs 
Of all his people, in the twentieth year, 
Unknown to all, he fhould regain his home, 
And my prediction (hall be now fulfilPd. 

Him, then, Eurymachus thus anfwer'd reugh 
The fon of Polybus. Hence, dotard ! Hence 
To tBy own houfe ; there prophefying, warn 
Thy children of calamities to come. 
Birds numerous flutter in the beams of day, 



Not 
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Not all prediaive. Death, far hence remote 
Hath found Ulyfles, and I would to heav'n 
That, where he died, thyfelf had perifli'd too. 
Then had'ft thou not with thefe prophetic (trains 
O'erwhelm'd us, nor Telemachus impeird 
Already thus incenfed, in hope to win, 
Perchance, for thine fome favour at his hands. 
But I to thee foretell, (killed as thou art 
In legends old, (nor (hall my threat be vain) 
That if by artifice thou move to wrath 
A younger than thyfelf, no matter whom, 
Thou (halt but plunge him deeper, in his caufe 
Much enterprifing, and performing nought, 
And, we will charge thyfelf with fuch a line 
As thou ihalt pay with difficulty, and bear 
The burthen of it with an aching heart. 
As for Telemachus, I him advife, 
Myfelf, and prefs the meafure on his choice 
Earneftly, that he fend his mother hence 
To her own father's houfe, who (hall, himfelf, 
Set forth her nuptial rites, and (hall endow 
His daughter fumptuoufly, and as he ought. 
For this expenfive wooing, as I judge, 
Till then fhall never ceafe ; fince we regard 
No man — no— not Telemachus, although 

» 3 In 
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In words extxb'rant ; neither fear we augkt 

Thy vain prtfgnofiics, venerable fir I 

But only hate thee for their fake the wove. 

Wafie will continue and dtforder foul 

Unremedied, (b long as flie {hall hold 

The fuitors in fufpcnfe* for, day by day* 

Our emulation goads us to the firife, 

Nor fhall we feck, departing hence, to efpoufe 

Each his own confort fuitable clfewhere. 

To whom, difcrete, Telemachus replied* 
Eurymachus, and ye the fuitor train 
Illuftrious, J have fpoken ; ye fhall hear 
No more this fupplication urged by me. 
The Gcds, and all the Greeks, now know tbe truth* 
But give me inftantly a gallant bark 
With twenty rowers, fkiH'd their courfe to win 
To whatfoevcr haven ; for I go 
To fandy Fylus, and fhall haften thence 
To Lacedemon, tidings to obtain 
Of my long-abfent Sire, or from the lips 
Of man, or by a word from Jove vouchfafeci 
Himfelf, beft iburce of notice to mankind. . 
If, there informed that fiill my father lives 
J hope conceive of his retnrn, although 
JJiftrefs'd, I fhaU be patient yet a year. 

But 
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But fliould I haply learn that he furvives 
No longer, then, returning, I will raife 
At home his tomb, will with fuch pomp perform 
His funVal rites, as his great name demands, 
. And give my mother's hand to whom I may. 

This faid, he fat, and after him arofb 
Mentor, illuftrious Ulyfles' friend, 
To whom, erftbfcrking thencfe, he had confign'd 
AH his concerns, that, under his difcrete 
And juft control, his houfehold might enjoy 
Peace and fecurity till his return. 
Arifing, thus the fenior, fage, began. 

Hear me, yelthacansl be never King 
From this time forth, benevolent, humane 
Or righteous, but let every fceptred hand 
Rule mercileis, and deal in wrong alone, 
Since none of all his people, whom he fway'd 
With fuch paternal gentlenefs and love, 
Remembers the divine Ulyfles more ! 
That the imperious fuitors thus fhould weave 
The web of mifchief and atrocious wrong, 
I grudge not ; fince at hazard of their heads 
They make Ulyfles' property a prey, 
Perfuaded that the Hero comes no more. 
But much the people move me ; how ye fit 

d 4 All 
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All mute, and, though a crowd oppofed to few, 
Check not the fuitors with a (ingle word ! 

Then thus Liocritus, Evenor's fon. 
Injurious Mentor ! headlong orator ! 
How dar'ft thou move the populace againft 
The fuitors ? Trufl me they fhould find it hard, 
Numerous as they arc, to cope with us, 
A feaft the prize. Or fhould the King bimfelf 
Of Ithaca, returning, undertake 
T' expel the jovial fuitors from his houfe, 
Much as Penelope his abfence mourns, 
His prefence fhould afford her little joy ; 
For fighting fole with many, he fhould meet 
A dreadful death. Thou, therefore, lpeak'ft amifs. 
Mentor and Halytherfes, from their youth 
His father's chofen friends, fhall furnifh forth 
Telemachus ; but likelier far it feems 
That news fhould reach him here, than that himfelf 
In fearch of news, fhould reach the Pylian fhore *. 

Thus faying, Liocritus diflblved in hafte 

• The poet, it is obferved by the Scholiaft, reprefents Antinous 
as a plain and artlefs fpeaker, Eurymachus as vehement and haughty, 
and Liocritus as a man of not many words, but daring and infolent, 
who not only expreffes himfelf contemptuoufly when he mentions 
Ulyffes, but breaks op the council abruptly though he had not con- 
vened it,— B. 8c C« Euftathius makes the fame observation.— C. 

The 
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The council, and the featured concourfe fought 
Their fcv'ral homes, while all the fuitors flock'd 
Thence to the palace of their abfent King. 
Mean-time, Telemachus from all refort 
Retiring, in the furf of the gray Deep 
Firft laved his hands, then, thus to Pallas prayVL 

O Goddefs ! who waft yefterday a gueft 
Beneath my roof, and didft enjoin me then 
A yoyage o'er the fable Deep in quell 
Of tidings of my long-regretted Sire ! 
Behold 1 the Greeks, but, moftofall, the proud 
Injurious fuitors thwart the whole defign. 

Such pray'r he made j then Pallas, in the form, 
And with the voice of Mentor, drawing nigh, 
In accents wing'd, him kindly thus befpake. 

Telemachus i thou {halt hereafter prove 
Nor bafe, nor poor in talents. If, in truth, 
Thou have received from heav'n thy father's force 
Inftill'd into thee, and refembleft him 
In promptnefs both of a&ion and of (peech, 
Thy voyage fhall not ufelefs be, or vain. 
But if Penelope produced thee not 
His fon, I hope not, then, a good effe£i 
Of this defign which, ardent, thou purfucfh 
Few fons their fathers equal ; moil appear 
Degenerate ; but we find, though rare, (bmetimes 

A ion 



42 b f> f S S E V It. JJ7-37?. 

A ion fuperiour even to his Sire *• 
And fince thyfelf (halt neither bafc be found 
Nor fpiritlefs, nor altogether void 
Of talents, fuch as in Ulyfies fhone, 
I therefore hope fuccefs of thy attempt. 
Heed not the fuitors* projedts ; neither wife 
Are they, nor juft, nor aught fufpeft the doom 
Which now approaches them, and in one day 
Shall overwhelm them all. No long fufpenfe 
Shall hold thy purpofed enterprife in doubt, 
Such help from me, of old thy father's friencf, 
Thou (halt receive, who with a bark well-oat'd 
Will ferve thee, and my felf attend thee forth. 
But hafte, join thou the fuitors, and prbvide, 
In fepVate veflels ftow'd, all needful ftores, 
Wine in thy jars, and flour, the ftrength of man, 
In fkins cloie-fcam'd. I will, meari-thhCi fele& 
Such as ihall voluntary (hare thy toils. 
In fea-girt Ithaca new (hips and old 
Abound, and I will choofe, myfelf, for thee 
The prime of all, which without more delay 

• The fentiment is jullified by the opinion of many Antieats. 
iBlius Spartianus in his life of the Emperor Severus fays " It is 
fufficiently known that hardly any great man has left a fori of moth 
merit or ufe behind hira."— The fans of heroes are a nuifaka % was pro- 
verbial, andDemofthenes obferved that good and valuable men arefo often 
Jvcceeded by a race oftrijkn % that it feems the ejfetl of fome fatality. — C. 

We 
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We will launch out into the fpacioiis Deep. 

So Pallas* progeny tif Jove ; nor long, 
Thus greeted by the voice divine, delay'd 
Telemachus, but to his palace went 
Diftrefs'd in heart. He Found the fuitors there 
Goats flaying in the hall, and fatted fwine 
Roafting ; when with a laugh Antinoiis flew 
To meet him,- faftetiM on his hand, and faid f 

Telemachus, in eloquence fublimc, 
And of a fpirit not to be controlled ! 
Give harbour in thy breaft on no account 
To after-grudge or enmity, but eat 
Rather vvith cheerfulnefs as thou art wont, 
And freely drink, committing all thy cares 
To the Achaians, who fhall furnifti forth 
A gallant fhip and chofen crew for thee, 
That thou may'ft hence to Pylus with all fpeed, 
Tidings to learn of thy illuftrious Sire. 

To whom Telemachus, discrete, replied, 
Antinoiis ! I have no heart to feaft 
With guefts fo Jrifoletit, nor can indulge 
The pleafures of a mind at eafe, with you. 
May it not well fuffice you to have ufcd 
My noble patrimony as your own 
While I was yet a child ? now, grown mature, 
And competent to underftand the fpeech 

Of 
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Of my inftru&ors, feeling, too, a mind ' 

Within me confcious of augmented pow'rs, 

I will attempt your ruin, be allured, 

Whether at Pylus, or continuing here. 

I go, indeed, (nor (hall my voyage prove 

Of which I fpeak, a fruitlels one) I go , 

An humble paflenger, who neither bark 

Nor rowers have to boaft my own, denied 

That honour (fo ye judg'd it bed) by you. 

He faid, and from Antinous* hand his own j 
Drew foftly. Then their delicate repaft 
The bu(y fuitors on all fides prepared, 
Still taunting as they toil'd, and with (harp fpeech , 
Sarcaftic wantoning, of whom a youth, 
Arrogant as his fellows, thus began. 

Our doom is fixt, and we mud all be {lain. 
Either Telemachus will aids procure 
From fandy Pylus, or will bring them arm'd 
From Sparta ; fuch is his tremendous drift. 
Even to fruitful Ephyre, perchance, 
Me will proceed, feeking fome baneful herb 
Which caft into our cup, fhall drug us all # . 

* It b as plain in the original as in the tranflation that the fuitors 
fpeak ironically, though the Scholia!*, much to the aftonilhment of 
Clarke, underftands them as exprefling ferious apprehenfions that 
Telemachus has framed fome fuch project. It is indeed hardly pof- 
iible not to remark with how much labour the commentators fome* 
times miflnterpret, efpecially when the true fenfe is obvious. 



—J 
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Another, in his turn, thus fcofF'd aloud. 
Who knows but that himfelf, while far remote 
From all his friends, he roams the dreary Deep, 
May perilh like Ulyfles ? Whence to us 
Should double toil enfue, on whom the charge 
To parcel out his wealth would then devolve, 
And to endow his mother with the houfc 
For his abode whom fhe (hould chance to wed. 

So fported they ; but he, afcending, fought 
His father's chamber, where his brafs and gold 
And raiment in capacious chefts he kept, 
And oils of fragrant icent, a copious (lore* 
There many a calk with ieafon'd ne&ar fill'd 
The grape's pure juice divine, befide the wall 
Stood waiting, orderly arranged, the hour 
(Should e'er fuch hour arrive) when, after woes 
Num'rous, Ulyfles (hould regain his home. 
Secure that chamber was with folding doors 
Of mafly planks compa&, and, night and day, 
Within it antient Euryclea dwelt, 
Guardian difcrete of all the treafures there, 
Whom, thither calFd, Telemachus addrefs'd. 

Nurfe ! draw me forth fweet wine into my jars, 
Delicious next to that which thou referv'ft 
For our poor wand'rer ; if efcaping death 
At laft, divine Ulyfles e'er return. 

4 Fil| 
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Fill twelve* and flop them clofe ; pout glib meal 
Well-milFd (full twenty meafures) into Iking 
Clofe-feamM, and mention what thou doft to none \ 
Place them together ; for at even-tide 
Soon as the Queen, retiring to her couch 
Shall feek repofe, I will bellow them all 
On board a bark ; for to the Pylian (horc 
And Spartan, there to gather* if I may* 
Some hopes that ftill Ulyfles lives* I go. 

He ended* and in accents (hrill that fppkc 
Her tender fears, his gentle nujfe exclaim'd. 

My child ! ah, wherefore hath a thought (b r&fli 
Poflefs'd thee ? whither* only and belov'd* 
Seek'ft thou to ramble* travelling, alas ! 
To diftant climes ? Ulyfles is no more ; 
Dead lies the Hero in fome land unknown, 
And thou no fooner (halt depart, than thefe 
Will plot to flay thee, and divide thy wealth. 
No, ftay with us who love thee* Need is none 
That thou fliould'ft on the barren Deep diftrefs 
Encounter, roaming without hope or end *• 



* The Scholiail tells us that the Antients kept their flour in ikins 
and not in facks, which were a fubfequent invention* and applied 
the word meafure both to wet and dry. — B.& C. 

t She fpeaks of the death of Ulyfles as a certainty, tne more 
effe&ually to deter Telemachus from his voyage, though it is plain 
that fhe did not in reality confider it as fceh, fince (he kept for him 
with fo much care the very bell of all the wines entrufted to her.— C. 



Whom, prudent, thus stafwer-'d Telemaehuj* 
Take courage, nijrfe ! foF not without CQijfent 
Of the Immorta,}s I have thus refolved. 
But fwear, that till eleven days be paft, 
Or twelve* or, till enquiry made, fhe leara 
Herfelf my going, thou wilt nought impart 
Of this my purppfe to my mother's ear, 
Left all her beauties fade by grief impair'd* 

He ended, and the antient matron fwore 
Solemnly by the Gods ; which done, fhe filFd 
With wine the veflels and the fkins with meal, 
And he, returning, join'd the throng below \ 

Then Pallas, Goddefs azure-eyed, her thoughts 
Elfewhere dtre&ing, all the city ranged 
In femblance of Telemacbus, each man 
Exhorting, at the duflc of eve, to feek 
The gallant (hip, and from Noemon, fan 
Renown'd of Phronius, afk'd, herfelf, a bark, 
Which foon as a&'d, he promised to fupply + . 

Now 

* The word fimear ferves us for oaths of both kinds, both nega- 
tive and affirmative ; but the Greeks had words to diftinguifli them ; 
iwofMVKM fignifying to fwear that a thing J&att be done, dvo^vrah that 
\tjballmot.~-0. The latter is the word ufed here. 

f Both Euftathius and the Schoiiaft underftand here a fccret 
meaning, and confider the exhorutions given by Minerva in the 
form of Telemachus, as an allegorical way ©f faying, that the 
Ithacans being much imprefled and affeded with the remembrance 

of 
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Now fct the fun, and twilight dimm'd the ways, 
When, drawing down his bark into the Deep, 
He gave her all her furniture, oars, arms 
And tackle, fuch as well-built galleys bear, 
Then moorM lier in the bottom of the bay. 
Mean-time, his mariners in hafterepair'd 
Down to the fhore, for Pallas urged them on. 
And now, on other purpofes intent, 
The Goddefs fought the palace, where with dews 
Of flumber drenching ev'ry fuitor's eye, 
She fool r d the drunkard multitude, and daih'd 
The goblets from their idle hands away. 
They through the city reeled, all glad to leave 
The dull caroufal, when # the flumb'rous weight 
Oppreffive on their eyelids once had fall'n. 
Next, Pallas azure-eyed in Mentor's form 
And with the voice of Mentor, fummoning 
Telemachus abroad, him thus befpake. 

Telemachus ! already at their oars 
Sit all thy fellow-voyagers, and wait 
Thy coming ; linger not, but hafte away. 



of what had pafled in council, Teeming (till to have the figure of Te- 
lemachus before their eyes, and convinced that he had required only 
what was reafonable and juft, though they accounted it too dan- 
gerous an enterprife to engage publickly on his fide, had yet no un- 
wiUingnefs to accommodate him with a (hip, or even to furnifli him 
from among themfelvcs with mariners.-— B. & C. 

This 
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This faid, Minerva led him thence, whom he 
With nimble fteps purfued, and, on the fhore 
Arrived, found all his mariners prepared, 
Whom thus the princely voyager addrefs'd. 

Hade ye, my friends ! and from the palace bring 
The (lores, which all (land ready ; but the Queen 
Of this my purpofed voyage nothing knows, 
Nor the Queen's women aught, lave One alone. 

He fpakc, and led them ; they, obedient, brought 
All down, and, as Ulyfies' ion enjoined, 
Within the gallant bark the charge beftow'd. 

Then, led by Pallas, went the prince on board, 
Where down they fat, the Goddefs in the ftern, 
And at her fide Telemachus. The crew 
Caft loofe the hawfers, and, embarking, fill'd 
The benches* Blue-eyed Pallas from the Weft 
Call'd forth propitious breezes-; frefh they curled 
The fable Deep, and, founding, (wept the waves. 
He loud-exhorting them, his people bade 
Hand, briik, the tackle ; they, obedient, reared 
The pine-tree mad, which in its focket deep 
They lodgM, then ftrain'd the cordage, and with thongs 
Well-twifted, drew the fhining fail aloft. 
A land-breeze fill'd the canvas, and the flood 
Roar'd as (he went againft the fteady bark 
That ran with even courfe her liquid way. 

vol. xii. b The 
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The rigging, thus, of all the galley fet, 

Their beakers crowning high with wine, they hail'd 

The ever-living Gods, but above all 

Minerva, daughter azure-eyed of Jove. 

Thus, all night long the galley, and till dawn 

Had brighten' d into day, cleaved fwift the flood *. 

* Scaliger comparing the two lines of Homer 

"Efffijai* ¥ avcfiof psVo* Iriot' cZp$l $t xZfMt 

with the following two of Virgil 

Tcndunt vela Noti $ fughnus fpumantibus undis. 
Qua curfum ventufque gubernatorquc ▼ocabant, 

is enraptared with the laft of Virgil's, and for the fake cf it gives 
him the preference. But, as Clarke juftly obferves, the learned 
Critick forgot himfelf a little, for the line that charms him to fuch 
a degree is alrcoft a literal verfion of a line found in the eleventh 
hook of the Odyfley. 
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THIRD BOOK. 

Telemachus arriving at Pylus, enquires of Neftor concerning 
Ulyfles. Neftor relates to him all that he knows or has heard 
of the Greecians iince their departure from Troy, but not being 
able to give him any fatisfa&ory account of Ulyfles, refers him 
to Menelaus. At evening Minerva quits Telemachus, -but dif- 
covers herfelf in going. Neftor facrifices to the Goddefs, and 
the folemnity ended* Telemachus fets forth for Sparta in one of 
Neftor's chariots, and accompanied by Neftor's fon PiMratus. 



BOOK III. 

1 he fun, emerging from the lucid waved, 
Afcended now the brazen vault with light 
For the inhabitants of earth and heav'n, 
When in their bark at Pylus they arrived, 
City of Neleus, On the (hore they found 
The people facrificing ; bulls they flew 
Black without fpot, to Neptune azure-hair'd *. 

* On the fouthern fide of Pylus ftood a town called Lepreos, at 
the diftance of forty ftadia from the fea. In the midway between 
Lepreos and Annios ftood the temple of Samian Neptune, diftantan 
hundred ftadia from each* At that temple it was that Telemachus 
found the Pylians performing facrifice.— C. 

e 2 On 
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On ranges nine of feats they fat ; each range 
Received five hundred, and to each they made 
Allotment equal of nine fable bulls*. 
The feaft was now begun ; thefe tailing + fat 
The entrails, thofe flood ofTring to the God 
The thighs, his portion, when the Ithacans 
Pufh'd right afhore, and, furling clofe the fails, 
And making faft their moorings, difembark'd. 
Forth came Telemachus by Pallas led, 
Whom thus the Goddefs azure-eyed addrefs'd. 

Telemachus ! there is no longer room 
For bafhful fear, fince thou haft crofs'd the flood 
With purpofe to enquire what land conceals 
Thy father, and what fate hath followed him. 
Advance at once to the equeflrian Chief 
Neftor, within whofe bofom lies, perhap9, 
Advice well worthy of thy fearch ; entreat 
An atiiwer at his lips fincere and true, 
Who will not lye, for he is paffing wife. 

To whom Telemachus difcrete replied. 
Ah Mentor ! how can I advance, how greet 



~ * In Pylus were nine cities, and each city had a feat or bench 
appropriated to it. — B. & C. 

f They are faid to tafte them only, becaufe they were a great 
multitude, and the entrails would not afford more than a tafte for 
each^-C. 

A 
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A Chief like him, unpradlis'd as I am 

In manag'd phrafe ? Shame bids the youth beware 

How he accofts the man of many years. 

But thus the blue-eyed Goddefs in return. 
Telemachus ! Thou wilt, in part, thyfelf 
Fit fpeech devife, and heav'n will give the reft ; 
For thou waft neither born, nor haft been train'd 
To manhood, under unpropitious Pow'rs. 

So foying, Minerva led him thence, whom he 
With nimble fteps attending, foon arrived 
Among the multitude. There Neftor (at, 
And Neftor s fons, while, bufily the feaft 
Tending, his numerous followers roaftcd, fome, 
The viands, fome, transfix'd them with the fpits. 
They feeing guefts arrived, together all 
Advanced, and, grafping courteoufly their hands, 
Invited them to fit ; but firft, the fon 
Of Neftor, young Pififtratus, approach'd^ 
Who, faft'ning on the hands of both, befide 
The banquet placed them, where the beach was fpread 
With fleeces, and where Thrafymedes fat 
His brother, and the hoary Chief his Sire. 
To each, a portion of the inner parts 
He gave, then fill'd a golden cup with wine, 
Which, tailed firft, he to the daughter bore 

K 3 Of 
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Of Jove the Thund'rer, and her thus befpake, 
Now, ftranger ! worfhip Neptune ; for the feaff, 

As it hath chanced, which ye arrive to {hare 

Is facred to the Sovereign of the waves ; 

Libation therefore, firft, thyfelf perform, 

And fupplication, as thy duty bids, 

Then give the goblet of delicious wine 

To this thy fellow-voyager, that He 

Pour forth libation alfo ; for I deem 

Him wont to pray ; fince all of ev'ry land 

Need fuccour from the Gods. But he is young f 

Coeval with myfelf ; and, for tbatcaufe, 

I fhall prefent the goblet firft to Thee. 

He ceas*d, and to her hand confign'd the cup, 

Which Pallas gladly from a youth received 

So juft and wife, who to herfelf had firft 

The golden cup prefented \ Then (he pray'd, 

And thus the Sov'rcign of the Seas adored. 
Hear, earth-encircler Neptune ! O vouchfafe 

* Plutarch obferves that Minerva rejoices in Pififtratus neither 
becaufe he is rich, nor becaufe he is beautiful, nor becaufe he is 
ftrong, but becaufe he is prudent and judicious. The fame joy is 
cxpreffed in the Pythian Oracle cited by Barnes. 

Heav'n is not more my joy, than pious men. 

To 
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To us thy fuppliants the defined effe£l 

Of this our voyage 5 glory, firft, bellow 

On Neftpr and his offspring both, then grant 

To all the Pylians fuch a gracious boon 

As fhall requite their noble off'ring well. 

Grant alfo to Telemachus and me 

To voyage hence, poflefs'd.of what we fought 

When hither in our fable bark we came. . 

So Pallas pray'd, and her own pray'r herfclf 
Accomplifh'd. To Telemachus (he gave 
The fplendid goblet next, and in his turn 
His pray'r Ulyfles' offspring alfo made. 
And now (the banquet from the fpits withdrawn) 
They, next, diftributed fufficient (hare 
To each, and all were fumptuoufly regaled. 
At length (both hunger fatisficd and third) 
Thus Neftor, the Gerenian Chief, began. 

Now with more fcemlinefs we may enquire, 

After repaft, what guefts we have received. 

Our guefts ! who are ye ? Whence have ye the waves 

Plough'd hither ? Came ye to tranfadt concerns 

Commercial, or at random roam the Deep 

Like pirates, who with mifchicf charged and woe 

To foreign States, oft hazard life themfelves* J 

Him 

* The Antients, it is obferved^by the Scholiaft, accounted piracy no 
dishonourable occupation.— B.&C. And Thucydides fay *, Tke Gree- 

fi 4 ciao& 
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Him anfwer'd, bolder now, but ftill difcrete, 
Telemachus. For Pallas had bis heart 
With manly courage arm'd, that he might afk 
From Neftor tidings of his abfent Sire, 
And win, himfelf, diftindion and renown. 

Oh Neftor, Neleus 9 (on, glory of Greece ! 
Thou afkeft whence we are. I tell thee whence* 
From Ithaca, by the umbrageous woods 
Of Neritus overhung, by private need, 
Not publick, urged, we come. Defire to learn 
The mighty deeds of my illuftrious Sire 
Ulyfles, if I may, me prompted forth ; 
For Fame reports him, by thy prudent aid, 
Long fince the conqu'ror of imperial Troy. 
Full well we know, where all befides, who fought 



-cians formerly, and the Barbarians alfo, at well thofe who inhabited 
the (hores of the continent as the iflanders, foon as they became fuffi- 
ciently (killed in navigation to pais over to each other, inclined to 
piracy, and were conducted in their expeditions of that fort by the 
principal men of their country, animated by a defire to enrich them- 
selves and to procure fuftenance for the weaker. They invaded the 
inhabitants of unwalled cities and villages, and plundered them, and 
fubfifled chiefly by fuch acls of rapine, accounting them by no means 
difgraceful, but rather honourable. To this very day there are 
fome who dwell on the continent of the fame opinion ; and in the 
works of the antient poets mariners are univerfally aflced— -if they 
are pirates ? the enquirer accounting it no uncivil quefUon, and the 
anfwerer never refenxing it, — C« 

At 
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At Ilium, found a miferable end, 

But of Ulyfles' fate Saturnian Jove 

Denies us knowledge ; for enquiry gains 

No clear report from any, where He died, 

If on the continent in battle flain, 

Or overwhelmed by billows of the Deep. 

Now, therefore, whether thou beheld'ft, thyfelf, 

XJlyfles' death, or at ibme wand'rer's lips 

Haft learn'd it, fuppliant at thy knees I beg 

The lad recital ; for no common woes 

Were his allotted portion from the womb. 

Neither through pity, or o'erftrain'd reipe& 

Flatter me, but explicit all relate 

Which thou haft witnefs 9 d. If my noble Sire 

E'er gratified thee by performance juft 

Of word or deed at Ilium, where ye fell 

So numerous flain in fight, oh, recoiled 

Now his fidelity, and tell me true. 

Then Neftor thus Gercnian Hero old. 
Young friend ! fince thou remind'ft me, by thy fuit 
Of all the woes which on thofe hoftile fhores 
We Grcecians with fuch fortitude endured, 
Both when, in queft of fpoil, we roam'd the Deep 
Achilles leading us, and in the fiege 
Of Priam's royal city, learn the truth — 
Then, all the chief Achaians bled and died. . 

There 
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There warlike Ajax lies, there Peleus* fon ; 

There, too, Patroclus, like the Gods themfelves 

In council, and my fon beloved there, 

Brave, virtuous, fwift of foot, and bold in fight, 

Antilochus. Nor are thefe forrows all ; 

What tongue of mortal man could all relate ? 

Should'ft thou, abiding here, five years employ 

Or fix, enquiring of the woes endured 

By the Achaians, ere thou fhould'ft have learn'd 

All, thou would'fl leave us, weary of the tale. 

For ftratagems of ev'ry kind nine years 

We framed againft them, and Saturnian Jove 

Scarce crown' d the difficult attempt at laft *• 

There, no competitor in wiles well-plann'd 

Ulyflcs found, fo far were all furpafs'd 

In (hrewd invention by thy noble Sire, 

If thou indeed art his, as fure thou art, 

Whofe fight breeds wonder in me, and thy fpeech 

His fpeech refcmbles more than might be deem'd 

Within the fcope of years fo green as thine* 

There, never in opinion, or in voice 

Illuflrious Ulyfles and myfelf 

• Longinus has obferved that Homer introducing into his OdyfTejr 
a variety of falls fubfequent to the conclufion of the Iliad, as fa 
many epifodes arifing oat of the war of Troy and its conferences, 
has rendered it a fort of epilogue to that poem, of which it may 
uriih the ftiifteft propriety be termed a fecond part,— -C. 

Divided 



ODYS S E Y in. i6*-iyr. $9 

Divided were, but, one in heart, contrived 
As beft we .might, the benefit of all *. 
But when, Troy's lofty towVs in a(hes laid, 
We thence embark'd, and, by the will of hcav'n. 
With difunited minds, then Jove ordain'd 
Our forrowful return ; for neither wife 
Were all, nor righteous, therefore many found 
A fate difaft'rous through the vengeful ire 
Of Jove-born Pallas, who between the fons 
Of Atreus fliArp contention interpofed*. 
They* unadvifedly, nor lefs againft 
Juft order, fummooing by night * the Greeks 

To 

* It is a remark of Eu ft at hi us that Neftor having fir ft afcribed 
to Uiyfles the honour of furpafling all the Greeks in fubtlety and 
ingenuity of contrivance, and following this praife of him with an 
affertion that they never differed in opinion, compliments, by im- 
plication, himfelf, as much as the hero he celebrates. — C. 

+ The wrath of Pallas was occafioned, as I believe has been al- 
ready noted, by the rape which Ajax the Locrian perpetrated on 
CaiTandra in the temple of that Goddefs ; and (he avenged it on all 
the Greecians, becaufe, permitting the offender to go unpunifhed, 
they had all alike connived at the enormity. — B. 8c C. 

J Spondanus obferves that councils were regularly convened in the 
morning, and that the poet therefore condemns this, becaufe it was 
convened at night.— C. But Euftathius, with whom Clarke agrees, 
is of a different opinion, and alleges that many of Homer's councils, 
at well as others mentioned by hiftorians, were held, and very pro* 
perly too, at, as late an hour, and that the fault therefore was not 
that they met at an undue feafon, but that they met in a ftate of in. 

toxication. 
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To council, of whom many came with wine 

Opprefs'd, promulgated the caufe for which 

They had convened the people. Then it was 

That Menelaus bade the general hoft 

Their thoughts bend homeward o'er the iacred Deep, 

Which Agamemnon in no fort approved. 

His counfel was to ftay them yet at Troy, 

That fo he might afluage the dreadful wrath 

Of Pallas, firft, by facrifice and pray'r. 

Vain hope ! he little thought how ill (hould fpeed 

That fond attempt ; for, once provok'd, the Gods 

Are not with eafe conciliated again. 

Thus flood the brothers, altercation hot 

Maintaining, till at length, uprofe the Greeks 

With deaf ning clamours, and with differing minds. 

We flept the night, but teeming with difguft 

Mutual, for Jove great woe prepared for all. 

At dawn of day we drew our gallies down 

Into the fea, and, hafiy, put on board 

The fpoils and female captives. Half the hoft 

toxication. But though it might be lawful in a cafe of emergency 
to affcmble in the evening or even in the night, may not the poet 
cenfure them for having done it on this occaiion, when, for aught 
that appears, there was no emergency to juftify it? If it were law- 
ful to differ from two fuch authorities, I (hould not hefitate to fay 
that Spondanus is in the right. In time of battle commanders may 
be fuppofed fober at any hour, but not in an evening when there ia 
no enemy to diflurb them* • 

With 
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With Agamemnon, fon of Atreus, chief 

Commander, tarried, and, embarking, half 

Pufh'd forth. Swift courfc we made, for God before 

Our gallant barks made fmooth the monftrous Deep. 

At Tepedos arriv'd, we there performed 

Oblation to the Gods, ardent to reach 

Our native land ; but unpropitious Jove, 

Not yet deiigning our arrival there, 

Involv'd us in diflention yet again. 

For all the crews attendant on the King 

Thy noble Sire, to gratify our Chief, 

The fon of Atreus, chofe a difPrent courfe, 

And fteer'd their oary barks again to Troy. 

But I, aflured that evil from the Gods 

Impended, gath'ring all my gallant fleet, 

Fled thencp in hafte, and warlike Diomede 

Exhorting his attendants, alfo fled. 

At length, the Hero Menelaus join'd 

Our fleets at Lefbos ; there he found us held 

In deep deliberation on the length 

Of way before us, whether we (hould (leer 

Above the craggy Chios to the iflc 

Piyria, that ifland holding on our left, 

Or under Chios by the wind-fwept heights 

Of Mimas. Then we aik'd from Jove a fign, 

And by a fign vouchfafcd he bade us cut 

The 
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The wide fca to Eubaea fheer athwart, 
So fboneft to efcape the threatened harm. 
Shrill fang the rifing gale, and with fivift prows 
Cleaving the filhy flood, we reach'd by night 
Geneftus ; where arrived, we burn'd the thighs 
Of numVous bulls to Neptune, who had fafe 
Conduced us through all our perilous courfe. 
The fleet of Diomede in (afety moorM 
On the fourth day at Argos ; but myfelf 
Held on my courfe to Pylus, nor the wind 
One moment thwarted us, or died away, 
When Jove had once commanded it to blow \ 

Thus, uninform'd, I have arrived, my fon ! 
Nor of the Greecians, who are faved have heard* 
Or who have perifti'd ; but what news foe'er 
I have obtained fince my return, with truth 
I will relate, nor aught conceal from thee. 

The warlike Myrmidons, as rumour fpeaks, 
By Neoptolcmus, illuftrious fon 
Of brave Achilles led, have fafe arrived ; 

* Lelbos was a Trojan ifland in which were five ciiies — Pyrrba, 
Ereflus, Mitylene, Methymna, and Antifla. Chios lay between 
Pfyriae and Mimas. Pfyria was a fmall narrow ifland at no great 
diitance from Chios, and had an harbour where (hips that had fu£ 
fered in the iEgean Tea took fhelter. Mimas was a promontory op. 
pofite to Chios, which had its name from Mimas one of the Giants; 
agd Gersftus was a port of Eubaea, — B. Sc C. 

i Safe 
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Safe, Philo&etes alfo, fon renown'd 
Of Paeas ; and ldomeneus at Crete 
Hath landed all his followers who furvive 
The bloody war ; the waves have fwallow'd none. 
Ye have yourfelves doubtlefs, although remote, 
Of Agamemnon heard, how he returned, 
And how iEgifthus cruelly contrived 
For him a bloody welcome, but himfelf 
Hath with his own life paid the murthVous deed. 
Good, therefore, is it, when, the father flain, 
A fon furvives him ; fince, although a youth y 
Oreftes hath avenged his glorious Sire, 
Slaying ^Egifthus by whofe arts he died. 
And Thou, my youthful friend, whofe form robufl 
And fair proportions with delight I view, 
Be Thou brave alfo, that renown like His 
Thou may'ft acquire with ages yet to come. 
To whom Telemachus, difcrctc, replied. 
Oh Neflor ! Ncleus* fon ! The pride of Greece ! 
And righteous was that vengeance ; his renown 
Achaia's fons (hall far and wide diffufe, 
To future times tranfmitting it in fong. 
Ah ! would that fuch ability the Gods 
Would grant to me, that I, as well, the deeds 
Might punifh of our fuitors, whofe excefs 
Enormous, and whofe bitter taunts I feci * - 

Continual, 
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Continual, object of their fubtlc bate. 
But not for me fuch happinefs the Gods 
Have twined into my thread ; no, not for me 
Or for my father. Patience is our part. 

To whom Gerenian Neftor thus replied. 
Young friend ! (fince thou remind'ft me of that theme) 
Fame here reports that num'rous fuitors haunt 
Thy palace for thy mother's fake, and there 
Much evil perpetrate in thy defpite. 
But fay, endur'ft thou willingly their a&s 
Imperious, or becaufe the people, fway'd 
By fome refponfe oracular, incline 
Againft thee ? But who knows ? the time may come 
When to his home reftored, either alone, 
Or aided by the force of all the Greeks, 
Ulyfles may avenge the wrong ; at leaft, 
Would Pallas thee fo favour as, of late, 
Ulyfles, in the fatal field of Troy ; 
(For never fuch apparent aid I faw 
Giv'n by the Gods, as to thy Father there) 
Would but the Goddefs to thyfelf extend 
Like fond folicitude, fome few of thofe 
Should dream, perchance, of wedlock never more. 

Then anfwer thus Telemachus returned. 
Oh NeftOr ! never (hall I fee fulfill^ 
That word of thine ; it pafles all belief, 
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All hope, and overwhelms me with amaze ; 
No — were I conscious that the Gods themfelves 
Such Good defign'd me, I (hould yet defpair. 

But him the blue-eyed Goddefs thus reproved. 
Telemachus ! what word was that which leap'd 
The iv'ry guard that fhould have fenced it in * ? 
A God, fa willing, could with utmoft eafe 
Save any man, howe'er remote. Myfelf 
Far happier fhould efteem a late return 
After much forrow, to my native home, 
Than to arrive there only to be flain, 
Like Agamemnon, whom his faithlefs wife 
And her adult'rer flew ; but mortal man 
Once feized by Fate, muft perifh ; nor the Godd 
Themfelves can lave him, love him as they may. 

To whom Telemachus, diicrete, replied. 
Howe'er it intereft us, let us leave 
This queftion, Mentor ! He, I am aflured, 
Returns no more, but hath already found 
A fad, fed fate by the decree of heav'n. 
But I would now interrogate again 
Neftor, and on a different theme, for him 



• *Ef*©$ tionm. Prior alluding to this expreffion, ludicroyfly ren- 
ders it 

" When words like thefe in vocal breath 
" Burft from hi* twofold hedge of teeth.'" 

vox* uu f In 
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In human rights I judge, and laws expert, 
And in all knowledge beyond other men ; 
For he hath govern'd, as report proclaims, 
Three generations ; therefore in my eyes 
He wears the awful imprefs of a God. 
Oh Neftor, fon of Neleus, tell me true ; 
The means, the manner of Atrides' death— 
Relate them — Where, in that tremendous hour, 
Was Menelaus ? By what cruel ftroke 
Contrived jEgiflhus, fubtle as he was, 
To flay fo much a nobler than himfelf ? 
Had not the brother of the Monarch reach'd 
Achaian Argos yet, but, wand'ring Hill 
In other climes, by his long abfence gave 
jEgifthus courage for that bloody deed * ? 

Whom anfwer'd the Gerenian Chief renown'd. 
My fon ! I will inform thee true ; mean-time 
Thy own fufpicions border on the fad. 
Had Menelaus, Hero amber-hair'd, 

* Euftathius, remarking on this paflage, fays that you cannot 
gratify an old man more than by afking him many quellions, even 
when you feel yovrfelf bur little interefted in his anfwers ; and Ma- 
crobius, making the fame obfervation, quotes this paflage in fupport 
of it, to which he adds another from Virgil, where iEneas, to flatter 
the antient Evander's propenfity to talk, is as inquifitive as Tele* 
machus here. 



-fingula lsetut 



Exquiritque, auditque virum monumenta priorum.— C 

./Egifthus 
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iEgifthus found alive at his return 

From Ilium, never on his bones the Greeks 

Had heap d a tomb, but dogs and rav'ning fowls 

Had torn him lying in the open field 

Far frdm the town, nor him had woman wept 

Of all in Greece, for heinous was his crime*. 

But we, in many an arduous talk engaged, 

Lay before Ilium ; he, the while, fecure 

Within the green retreats of Argos, found 

Occafion apt by flatfry to delude 

The fpoufe of Agamemnon ; (he, at firft, 

(The royal Clytemneftra) firm refufed 

The deed difhonourable (for (he bore 

A virtuous mind, and at her fide a bard 

Attended ever, whom the King, to Troy 

Departing, had appointed to the charge f .) 

But when the Gods, that he might perifh, form'd 

• We learn from Xenophon that the Athenians had a law among 
them according to which no traitor or perfon guilty of facrilege, 
once duly convicted, was allowed the rites of burial. — C. 

+ The poets of antient times, fays Athenaeus, were not only 
efteemed as fuch, but as philofophers alfo. Therefore, Agamemnon 
at his departure for Troy, entrufted his wife to the care of fuch a 
one, whofe office it was to infpire her with an ambition to excel in 
the performance of all female duties, and to divert her attention 
from trivial and criminal topicks by drains of pleafant and inftruclive 
poetry* Nor could iEgifthus with all his feductive practices prevail 
to alienate Clytemneftra from the paths of virtue and honour, till he 
had firft difpofed of the bard bybanifhinghim to a defar t ifland.— C. 

w % The 
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The fnare which caught iEgifthus, he convey'd 

The bard into a defart ifle remote, 

Where leaving him to rav'nous birds a prey, 

The Queen he led, not willing lefs than be. 

To his own manfion. Num'rous thighs he burn'd 

On all their hallow'd altars to the Gods, 

And hung with tap'ftry, images, and gold 

Their (brines, his great exploit paft hope achieved. 

We (Menelaus and myfelf ) had failed 

From Troy together, but when we approachM 

Sunium, headland of th' Athenian fhore, 

There Phoebus, fudden, with his gentle (hafts 

Slew Menelaus* pilot while he fteer'd 

The volant bark, Phrontis, Onetor s (on, 

A mariner paft all expert, whom none 

In fteerage matchM, what time the tempeft roar'd. 

Here, therefore, Menelaus was detained, 

Giving his friend due burial, and his rites 

Funereal celebrating, though in hafte 

Still to proceed. But when, with all his fleet 

The wide fea traverfing, he reach'd at length 

Malea's lofty foreland in his courfe, 

Rough paflage, then, and perilous he found. 

Shrill blafts the ThundVer pour'd into his fails, 

And wild waves fent him mountainous. His (hips 

There fcatter'd, fome to the Cydonian coaft 

4 ° f 
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Of Crete he pufh'd, near where the Jardan flows, 
Befide the confines of Gortyna Hands, 
Amid the gloomy flood, a fmooth rock, fteep 
Toward the fea, againft whofe leftward point 
Phaeftus, the Southwind rolls the fea amain, 
Whofe mighty furf the rock, though fmall, repels \ 
Hither with part he came, and fcarce the crews 
Themfelves efcaped, while the huge billows broke 
Their Ihips againft the rocks; but five were driv'n 
By winds and waves to the ^Egyptian fliore. 

Thus he, provifion gathering as he went 
And gold abundant, roam'd to diftant lands 
And nations of another tongue. Mean-time, 
JEgifthus thefe enormities at home 
Devifing, flew Atrides, and fupreme 
Ruled the fubje&ed land ; fev'n years he reign'd 
In opulent Mycenae, but the next, 
To Him an evil year, from Athens brought 
Oreftes home, and young Oreftes flew 
(Glorious revenge !) the flayer of his Sire. 
Oreftes, therefore, the funereal rites 
Performing to his (hamelefs mother's ihade 



* The waves excited by the South would have deprived Phaeftus 
of its haven, had not the rock here mentioned made the water 
fmooth within, receiving the billows firft and breaking the force of 
thenw—B. & C. 

f 3 And 
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And to her luftful paramour, a feaft 
Gave to the Argives ; on which felf-fame day 
The warlike Menelaus, with his Ihips 
All treafure-laden to the brink, arrived. 

And thou, young friend ! from thy forfaken home 
Rove not long time remote, thy treafures left 
With inmates proud as they ; left, much confumed, 
They (hare the remnant, and thy voyage thence 
In queft of tidings prove a fruitlefs toil. 
But hence to Menelaus is the courfe 
To which 1 counfel thee ; for he hath come 
Of late from diftant lands, whence none could hope 
A fafe return, whom ftorms had firft compelled 
To plough the billows of fo wide a fea ; 
A gulph fo vaft, that not the birds of heav'n 
From fide to fide might pafs it in a year. 
Go, then, with (hip and fhipmates, or if more 
The land delight thee, fteeds thou (halt not want 
Or chariot, and 'my fons (hall be thy guides 
To noble Lacedemon, the abode 
Of Menelaus ; afk from him the truth, 
Who will not lye, for he is paffing wife. 

While thus he fpake, the fun declined, and night 
Approaching, blue-eyed Pallas interpofed. 

Oh antient King ! well haft thou fpoken all. 
But now delay not. Cut ye forth the tongues, 

i And 
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And mingle wine, that (Neptune firft invoked 
With due libation, and the other Gods) 
We may repair to reft ; for even now 
The fun is funk, and it becomes us not 
To make a banquet facred to the Gods 
Exceed the limits of a fober hour\ 

So fpake Jove's daughter ; they obedient heard. 
The heralds, then, pour'd water on their bands, 
And, filling high the cups, attendant youths 
Served them from right to left. Next all the tongues 
They caft into the fire, and ev'ry gueft 
Arifing, pour'd libation to the Gods. 
Libation made, and all with wine fufliced, 
Godlike Telemachus and Pallas both 
Would have return'd, incontinent, on board, 
But Neftor urged them ftill to be his guefts. 

Jove and the Gods forbid that ye fhould feek 
Your galley now, me leaving as a wretch 
Neceflitous and wanting couch-attire, 
Rugs and warm mantles for the foft repofe 
Of me and of my guefts, for I pofiefs 
Large ftorea of each ; nor fhall Ulyfies 9 fon 

* It is faid to have been cuftomary in the days of Homer, when 
the Greeks retired from a banquet to their beds, to cut out the 
tongues of tap vidims, and offer then* to the Gods in particular 
who prefided over conveHation.— B. & C. 

f 4 Hence 
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Hence to a galley's deck for fleep retire 
While Neftor lives ; and, dying, may I leave 
An offspring ever prompt to entertain 
The worthy gueft, come hither whofo may. 

To whom the Goddefs of the azure eyes. 
Old Chief! thou haft well laid, and reafon bids 
Telemachus thy kind commands obey. 
Let him attend thee hence, that he may fleep 
Beneath thy roof; but I return on board 
Myfelf, to inftru<9: my people, and to give 
All needful orders ; for among them none 
Is old as I, but they are youths alike, 
Coevals of Telemachus, with whom 
They have embark'd for friendfhip's fake alone. 
I therefore will repofe myfelf on board 
This night, and to the Caucons * bold in arms 
Will fail tomorrow, to demand arrears 
Long time unpaid, and of no fmall amount. 
But, fince he is become thy gueft, afford 
My friend a chariot, and a fon of thine 
Who (hall direct his way, nor let him want 
Of all thy fteeds the fwiftefl and the beft. 

The Goddefs faid, and, in an eagle's form 
Flew fwiftly thence. Amazement at the fight 

* According to the Scholiaft a people of Arcadia, — B.&C. bat ac- 
cording to Strabo apeople dwelling in the country of the Epean*.— C. 

Seized 
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Seized all beholders ; hoary Neftor, fill'd 
With wonder, gazed, and grafping, as he flood, 
The hand of young 'Jelemachus, exclaimed. 

Nor fordid thou, my friend ! nor prone to fear 
Shalt prove hereafter, whom the Gods attend 
Thus early ; for of all th' Olympian Pow*rs 
None other, now, than Pallas have we feen, 
Jove's awful daughter, who with honour crown'dj 
So oft, thy father, where the Greecians fought. 

But thou, O Queen ! companionate us all, 
Myfelf, my fons, my confort ; give to each 
A glorious name, and I to thee will give 
For facrifice an heifer of the year, 
Untamed, galFd never by the pond'rous yoke, 
And will incafe her horns with hammer' d gold. 

So Neftor pray'd, whom Pallas gracious heard* 
Then the Gerenian warrior old, before 
His fons and ibns-in-law, to his abode 
Magnificent proceeded ; they (arrived 
Within the fplendid palace of the King) 
On thrones and couches fat in order ranged, 
Whom Neftor welcomed, charging high the cup 
With wine of jicheft fort, which fhe who kept 
That treafure, now, in the eleventh year 
Firft broach'd, unfealing the delicious juice. 
With this the hoary Senior filled a cup, 

And 
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And to the daughter of Jove acgis-arm'd 
Ppuring libation, offer'd fervent pray'r. 

When all bad made libation, and no wifh 
Remained of more, then each to reft retired, 
And Neftor the Gerenian warrior old 
To a carved couch led forth Ulyftes' ion 
In his own founding portico prepared. 
Befide him he bade flcep the fpearman bold, 
Pififtratus, a gallant youth, the fole 
Unwedded in his houfe of all his fons. 
Himfelf in the interiour palace lay, 
Where couch and fplendid cov'ring for his ufe 
Provided by the confort Queen he found. 

But when Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 
Had tinged the Eaft, arifing from his bed, 
Gerenian Neftor ifliied forth, and fat 
Before his palace-gate on the white ftones 
Refplendent as with oil, on which of old 
His father Neleus had been wont to fit, 
In council like a God ; but he had fought, 
By deftiny difmifs'd long fince, the (hades. 
On thofe ftones therefore, guardian of the Greeks 
Sat Neftor now, his fceptre in his band, 
And thither from their chambers alfo came, 
T encircle him around, his numVous fons, 

Aretus, 
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Aretus, Stratius, Perfeus, Echephron, 
And godlike Thrafymedes ; after whom 
Came, fixth and laft, Pififtratus. Befide 
Their antient Sire, Telemachus they placed, 
And the Gerenian Hero thus began. 

Be quick, my fons ! to ferve me ; for in haftc 
I would propitiate of all Pow'rs above 
Minerva firft, of whofe arrival here 
To (hare our hallow'd fcaft, no doubt remains. 
Seek, One, in hafte the pafture, and command 
The herdfman that he drive an heifer home ; 
Another — from his bark bring all the friends 
Of young Telemachus, fave only two ; 
And let a third find, inftantly, the fmith 
Laerceus, that he come to enwrap with gold 
The vi&im's horns. Abide ye here, the reft, 
And bid my female train (for I intend 
A banquet) with all diligence provide 
Seats, ftores of wood, and water from the rock* 

He faid, whom inftant all obey'd. The ox 
Came from the field, and from the gallant (hip 
The fhip-mates of the brave Telemachus ; 
Next, charged with all his implements of art, 
His mallet, anvil, pincers, came the fmith 
To give the horns their gildings alfo came 

Pallas 
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Pallas hcrfelf to her own facred rites*. 

Then Neftor, hoary warrior, furnifh'd gold, 

Which, hammer'd thin, the artift wrapp'd around 

The vi&im's horns, that feeing him attired 

So coftly, Pallas might the more be pleafed. 

Stratius and brave Echephron introduced 

The vi<ftim by his horns ; Aretus brought 

A laver, in one hand, with flow'rs embofs'd, 

And in his other band a bafket ftored 

With cakes, while warlike Thralymedes, arm'd 

With his long-hafted axe, prepared to finite 

The ox, and Pcrfeus to receive the blood. 

The hoary Neftor confecrated firft 

Both cakes and water, and with earneft prayV 

To Pallas, gave the forelock to the flames. 

When all had pray , d,andftrew , d with crumbled cakes 
The heifer o'er, then, hading to his work, 
The godlike Thrafymedes with his axe 
Her tough neck-tendons fever'd, and (he fell. 

* The Antients obferved it as a conftant pradicc, to make an 
offering to the Gods at the beginning of a feaft, and to pour liba- 
tion at the end of it, that the company perfuaded that the 
Gods, though unfeen, were pcrfooally prcfent, might abftain from 
all thofe outrages into which the occafion might otherwife betray 
them.— C. At thofe tables of onrs where Grace is faid, the effed 
is much better infured, if it be not ufed merely as an unmeaning 
ceremony. 

At 
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At once, the daughters of the Pylian King, 
His Tons' fair conforts, and the confort Queen, 
Daughter firft-born of Clymenus, the chafte 
Eurydice, with mingled voices fhrill 
Upfent their fuppliant wailings to the ikies. 
The royal youths then railing from the ground 
The heifer's head, fuftain'd it, while (he pour'd 
Her ebbing life's laft current, in the throat 
Pierced by Pififtratus, the Prince of men. 
Soon as the (able blood had ceafed, and life 
Had left the vi&im, fpreading him abroad, 
With nice addrefs they parted at the joint 
His thighs, and wrapp'd them in the double cawl, 
Which with crude dices thin they overfpread. 
The hoary King, himfelf, with incenfe ftrewM 
The flaming brands, and pour'd libation forth 
Of fable wine, while, ranged on either fide, 
The Princes held the fpits. The thighs confumed f _ 
They ate the interiour part, then, Hieing thin 
The remnant, pierced and held it to the fire. 
Mean-time the youngeft of the daughters fair 
Of Neftor, beauteous Polycafte, laved, 
Anointed, and in veft and tunick clothed 
Tclemachus, who, fo refrefh'd, ftepp'd forth 
From the bright laver graceful as a God, 

And 
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And took bis feat at antient Neftor's fide *. 
The viands drefs'd, and from the (pits withdrawn. 
They fat to (hare the feaft, and princely youths 
Anting, gave them wine in cups of gold. 
When neither hunger now nor third remained 
Unfitted, thus Gerenian Neftor fpake. 

My (bns, arife ! lead forth the fprightly deeds, 
And yoke them, that Telemachus may go. 

So fpake the Chief, to whofe command his Ions 
Obedient, yoked in hafte the rapid deeds, 
And (he who held in charge bis houfehold (lores, 
Within the chariot wine and bread difpofed, 
With viands, fuch as regal date requires. 
Telemachus into the chariot firft 
Afcended, and befide him, next, his place 
Pififtratus the (on of Neftor took, 
Then feiz'd the reins, and laflTd the courfers on. 
They, nothing loth, fprang fwiftly forth, and foon 
The lofty tow'rs of Pylus left remote. 
Thus, journeying, they (hook on either fide 

* The ftri& morality and modefty of the Antient* may be fairly* 
enough inferred from the cuftom of employing young women to 
perform this office for Grangers young as themfelves. Had the 
conferences been fuch as we would have reafon to apprehend from 
the fame practice here, it would either never have obtained fo uni- 
verlally as it did in Greece, or would quickly have been difcon- 
tinued. 
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The yoke all day, and when the fetting fun 
To dulky evening had refign'd the roads, 
At Pherae they arrived, and at the houfe 
Where dwelt Diodes, whofe illuftrious Sire 
Oriilochus from Alpheus fprang, repofed. 

But when Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 
Look'd rofy forth, then, binding to the yoke 
Their fteeds again, they mounted. Neftor's fon 
Urged through the veftibule and founding porch 
His courfers, of themfelves not llack to go. 
A corn-invefted land* received them next, 
And there they brought their journey to a clofe, 
So rapidly they fped ; and now the fun 
Went down, and even-tide dimm'd all the ways. 

* Lacedsemoiu 
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Telemachas, with Pififtratus, arrives at the palace of Menclans, 
from whom he receives fome frefli information concerning the 
return of the Greecians, and is in particular told on the autho- 
rity of Proteus, that his father is detained by Calypfo. The 
fuitors, plotting againft the life of Telemachus, lie in wait to 
intercept him in his return to Ithaca. Penelope being informed 
of his departure, and of their defigns to flay him, becomes 
inconfcjable, but is relieved by a dream fent to her from 
Minerva. 



BOOK IV. 

In hollow Laced&mon's (pacious vale 
Arriving, to the refidencc they drove 
Of royal Menelaus ; him they found 
In his own palace, all his numerous friends 
Regaling at a nuptial banquet giv'n 
Both for his daughter and the prince bis ion. 
His daughter to renown'd Achilles heir 
He fent, to whom he had at Troy engaged 

To 



To give her, and the God* now unlade hef his. 
With chariots and with ft&dsi hd Tent ber forth 
To PhtbU's glorious city, where he reign U 
But to his (on he gave a Spartan fair, 
Aledtor's daughter ; from ait handmaid fprang 
That fon to Menelaus in his age, 
Brave Megapenthes ; fyt the Gods trctachfafcd „ 
No child to Helen, after Her who vied 
With Venus* firtf in charms, Henttidne # . 

Thus all the neighbour princes and the friends 
Of noble Menelau*, feafting &f 
Within bia fpadotfs palace, among whom 
A facred bard bug fweetly to his harp, 
While, in the midft, **# dancers fmote the gtoundl 
With meafur'd ftepa fefponfive to bis fong. 

Sudden, withtaf the veftibule appeared 
Thofe two, Telemachus, lHnftrious youth, 
And Neftor's fon* Them, ifluing from the hall, 
The noble Eteofieus of the ttkin 
Of Menelatis, few ; at orice he ran 
Acrofs the palace to report the news 
To his Lord's ear, and, flaadirtg at his fide, 
With eager hafte his tidings thus declared. 

Oh Menelaus ! Heav'n-defcended Chief ! 

• from an handmaid called Teridas, by whom he had alio a fan 
gamed Nicoftratus.— B. & C. 
~ VOL. in. o Two 
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Two gueft* arrive both drangets, but alike 
Refembling in tbeitf fortn the Ions of Jove. 
Say, (hall we loofe, ourfelves, their rapid deeds, 
Or hence difmifs them to fotiie other hod ? 

Bat Meoelaus* Hero golden-hair'd* 
Indignant anfwer'd him. Boethe's font 
Thou waft not, Eteoneus, heretofore, 
A babbler, who now prated as a child. 
We have ourfelves arrived, indebted much 
To hofpitality of other men, 
If Jove (hall, even here, fbme paufe at laft 
Of woe afford us. Therefore loofe, at once* 
Their deeds, and introduce them to the feaft. 

He faid, and, ifluing, Eteoneus call*d 
The brifk attendants to his aid, with whom 
He loo6*d their foaming couriers from the yoke. 
Them fird they bound to mangers, which with oats 
And mingled barley they fupplied, then thruft 
The chariot fidelong to the fplendid wall \ 
Themfelves he, next, into the royal houfe 
Condu&ed, who with wonder view'd the abode 
Of the illuftrious Chief; for on all fides 
As with the fplendour of the fun or moon 

• Hefychios tells us, that the Grccckns ornamented with ranch 
attention the front wall of their court* for the admiration of j»f- 
iengers/ 

The 
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The lofty dome of Menelaus blazed*. 
Satiate, at length, with wonder at that fight, 
They entered each a hath, and by the hands 
Of maidens laved, and oil'd, and cloth'd again 
With fliaggy mantles and refplcndent veils, 
Sat both enthroned at Menelaus' fide. 
And now a maiden charged with golden ew V, 
And with argent laver, pouring firft 
Pure water on their hands, fupplicd them next 
With a bright table, which the maiden, chief 
In office, furnifh'd plenteoufly with bread 
And dainties, remnants of the laft regale. 
Then came the few'r* who with delicious meats 
Of all kinds, ferv'd them, and with cups of gold. 
And Menelaus, greeting each, began. 

Eat and rejoice* and when ye (hall have (hared 
Our nuptial banquet, we will, then, inquire 
Who are ye both ; for, certain, not from thofe 
Whofe generation perifhes are ye, 
But rather of fome race of fceptred Chiefs 

• It is remarked bf Athenaus that whoever goes to be enter- 
tained at another's table, fhould not, like a glutton and a wine^ 
bibber, immediately on his entrance take his place in the fympo* 
finm or banquerting room, but fhould firft employ a reafonable tim* 
in viewing and giving due commendation to the houfe and furni* 
tare. A point of good breeding in which it appears that Telema* 
chus and his friend were not deficient,— C. 

g a Heav*n- 
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Heav'n-born ; the bafe have never Tons like you. 

So faying, he lifted from the board his own 
Diftinguilh'd portion *, and the fatted chine 
Gave to his guefts ; the ready viands placed 
Before them, they with willing hands aHail'd, 
And when nor hunger, more, nor thirft they felt, 
Telemachus, his head inclining clofe 
To Neftor's fon, thus whifper'd his amaze* 

Deareft Pififtratus, obferve, my friend ! 
How all the echoing palace with the light 
Of brafs, and gold of brighteft luftre, fhines + , 
Silver and ivory 1 ! for radiance fuch 
Th* interior manfion of Olympian Jove 
1 deem. What wealth, how various, how immenfe 

* Kings and Chiefs and important peribnagea were caftomarily 
ferved with a larger ponion than others, not on a fuppofition that 
they could eat or had occafion to eat more than guefts of inferiouf 
rank, but that they might hare opportunity to compliment whom 
they pleafed with a part of it. — C. 

f This line is thus altered, and the amber difcarded from it, in 
conformity to the learned remark of the Analytical Reviewer, who 
appeals to Pliny for the exiftence in thofe days of fuch a mifct 
metal as was called Eleclrum, or gold containing a fifth part of fiber. 
But we have no Englilh term by which to exprefs fuch a metal ; I 
} ave therefore given the gold the attribute of fuperiour brilliancy 
afcribed by Piny to that mixture, and could devife bo better ex* 
pedient. 

I Ivory was well known to Homer, but he nowhere mentions the 
elephant. 

Is 
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Is here 1 aftonifti'd I furvey the fight # ! 

But Menelaus, whifperM as they were, 
His words heard not the lefs, and thus replied. 

No mortal man, my children ! may pretend 
Companion with Jove ; His palace ftands 
For 4 ever, and His treafures ne'er decay ; 
But mine, fmall need hath any man to praifc 
Or much admire ; for, after num'rous toils 
And perilous wand'rings o'er the ftormy Deep, 
In the eighth year, at laft I brought them home* 
Cyprus, Phoenicia, Sidon, and the (hores 
Of Egypt, roaming without hope, I reached, 
In diftant Ethiopia thence arrived, 
And Lybia, where the lambs their foreheads ihow 
With budding horns defended, foon as yean'd f . 

• Young perfons, who have feen little, are frequently aftpnimed 
at that which their feniors view with indifference. The wonder 
exprefled by Telemachus i$ therefore perfe&ly natural, nor left 
natural was the contempt for fuch things exprefled by Diogenes 
and even by Socrates, who profeffed that the fight of fo many labour* 
ed and ufelefc bawbles, rather moved their laughter than their admi- 
ration. — C. Neither to admire however, nor to defpife, feems to be 
the point at which the judgment ought to ftand ; for as there is no* 
thing in fplendour that ought to captivate or confound the beholder, 
fo there is nothing in fuitablc and well-placed ornaments that can 
in reality be ridiculous. 

+ On account of the heat of the climate their horns are faid to 
produce themfelves immediately.— C. 

g 3 There, 
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There, thrice within the year the flocks produce j 
Nor matter, there, nor fhephcrd ever feels 
A dearth of cheefe, of flefh, or of fwect milk 
Delicious, drawn from udders never dry. 
While thus I roam'd colle&ing wealth from all 
Thofe fhores, another, aided by the arts 
Of his pernicious fpoufe, of life bereaved 
My brother Jxeacheroufly and when leaft 
He fear*d to lofe it. Therefore little joy 
To me refults from all that I poflefs. 
Your fathers (be thofe fathers who they may) 
Thefe things have doubtlefs told you ; for immenfe 
Have been my fufTrings, and I have deftroy'd 
A palace well inhabited and ftqred 
With precious furniture in ev*ry kind * ; 
Such, that I would to heav'n ! I own'd at home 
Though but the third of it, and that the Greeks 
Who perifti'd then, beneath the walls of Troy 
Remote from fertile Argos, Hill furvived. 
Yet while, fcquefter'd here, full oft I mourn 
My flaughter'd friepds, by turns I footh my foul 

• Doubts haye been entertained whether Menelsujs 4oes no* 
rather me^n to fay that he has contained his own wealth, than that 
he has deftroyed the wealth of Priam* EuAathius, whom Barnes, 
follows, inclines to the former fenfe, but Madame Dacier deems 
the latter, which is given here, fo plainly intended, tha; the paflage 
is not in the leaft degree ambiguous.— C, 

With 
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With tears (hed for them, and by turns I ceafe* 
Yet fhort, alas ! and tranfient is the paufe. 
But more than all, though forrowful for all, 
I one deplore, remembVing whom, I loathe 
My wonted food, nor deep's foft influence left. 
For, of the Greeks, in fufF 'rings or in toils 
None match'd Ulyfles ; but the doom of woe 
Was his, and ceafelefs forrow for his fake 
Thus long a wand'rer, mine ; nor have we learn d 
If ftill he lives, or have already died. 
Him doubtlefs, old Laertes mourns, and him 
Difcrete Penelope, nor lefs his fon 
Telemachus, born newly when he laird. 

So faying, he kindled in him ftrong defire 
To mourn his father * at his father's name 
Faft fell his tears to ground, and with both bands 
He fpread his purple cloak before his eyes ; 
Which Menelaus marking, doubtful fat 
If he fhould leave him to lament bis Sire* 
Or qucftiou him, and tell bun all at large \ 

While thus he doubted, Helen (as it chanced) 
Leaving her fragrant chamber* came, auguft 

• The poet's powers of giving; variety to fimilar incidents are 
here noticed by Euftathius. Neftor learns his gaefts by interroga- 
tion, but Menelaus by inference, concluding from the tears ihed by 
tlje young ftranger at the. mention of hit name, that he can be no 
ether than the fon of Ulyfles.— C. 

g 4 A3 



As Dfen, gofldefe of the golden bow. 

Adrafta, for bcr ufe, fet forth * throne, 

Alcippe with foft arras cover'd it, 

And Philo brought her filyer baiket, gift 

Of fair Alcandra, wife of Poly bus, 

Whofe manfioQ in ^Egyptian Thebes is rich 

In untold treafure, and who g?ve, himfiif. 

Ten golden talents, and two filver baths 

With two bright tripods to the Spartan prince, 

Befides what Helen from his fpoufe receiv'd. 

A golden fpindle, and a baiket wheel'd* 

Itfelf of filver, and its lip of gold* 

That bafket Philo, her own handmaid, placed 

At Helen's fide, with flendVeft thread replete, 

On which infolded thick with purple wool 

The fpindle lay* Her foot-floor d throne flie prefs'd, 

And, foon as feated, of her ipoufe enquired. 

Know we, my Menelaus, dear to Jove ! 
Thefe guefts of ours, and whence they have arrived i 
Erroneous I may fpeak, yet fpeak I muft ; 
In man or woman never have I feen 
Such likenefs to another (wonder-fixt 
I gaze) as in this ftranger to the fon 
Of brave Ulyfles, whom that Hero left 
New-born at home, when (fhamelefs as I was) 
For my unworthy fake the Qreecians failed 

i To 
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To Ilium, with fierce rage of battle fired** 

Then Mendaus, thus, the golden-hair\L 
Such likcnefs ki him of Laertes 9 fon 
Myfelf perceive; hands, feet, expreffive eyes, 
Fair open brows, and looks of kindred hue. 
And, even now, when, calling him to mind, 
I /pake of brave Ulyfles, and his toils 
Endured for me, hi? flatting tears I mark'd, 
Which with his purple cloak he fought to hide. 

To whom the fon of Neftor thus replied. 
Atridesl Menelaus! Chief renown'd! 
He is in truth his fon, as thou haft (aid ; 
But he is modeft, and would much himfelf 
Condemn, if, at his firft arrival here, 
He fhould loquacious feem and bold to thee, 
To whom we liften, captived by. thy voice, 
As if fome God had fpoken. As for me, 
Neftor, my father, the Gerenian Chief 
Bade me conduit him hither, for he wilh'd 
To fee thee, that fome word or deed of thino 
Might (both his forrow ; for what grief foe'er 
The fon Aiftains, who finds not at his home 

* Gataker in his JJverfaria Mi/cellanea fuppofea that Helen 
calling herfelf Kt»»W* rather means to difclaim all pretenfions to 
beauty, than to modefty, for that it is not to be imagined that any 
woman would acknowledge herftlf impudent and Ihamelefs. But 
Clarke difapprovcs the criticifm. 

Father 
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Father or friend to fuccour him, with lurch 
Tclemachus is charged ; His father roams, 
And none hath he V avenge him in his (lead. 

I o whom the Hero amber-hair' d replied. 
Ye Gods { the offspring of indeed a friend 
Hath reach d my houfe, of one who hath endured 
Full many an arduous conflict for my fake ; 
And much I purpos'd, bad Olympian Jove 
Vouchfafed us profp'rous paflage o'er the Deep, 
To have received him with fuch friendfhip here 
As none befide. In Argos I had then 
Founded a city for him, and ha,d rais'd 
A palace for himfelf ; I would have brought 
The Hero hither, and his fon, with all 
His people, and with all his wealth, fome town 
Evacuating for his fake, of thofe 
Ruled by myfelf, and peareft to my own % 
Thus fituate, we bad often interchanged 
Sweet converfe, nor had other caufe at laft 
Our friendfhip terminated or our joys, 
Than death's black cloud o'erfhadowing him or me % 
But pleafures pure as thofe, had envy moved 
In Jove himfelf; who, of Achaia's fons, 
Hath intercepted from his native fhores 
The haplefs Laertiades alone* 

So faying, he kindjed the defire to \vc c p 



la 
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In ev'ry bofom. Argive Helen wept, 
Jove's daughter ; wept Telemachus as fail 
And Menelaus ; nor with tearlefs eyes 
Pififtratus remained, who called to mind 
Antilochus by the illuftrious fon 
Of bright Aurora flain, rememVring whom 
His fpeech to Menelaus thus he turned *• 

Atrides ! antient Neftor, when of late i 

Converfing with him we remember'd thee, 
Pronounced thee wife beyond all human-kind. 
Now therefore, let not even my advice 
Difpleafe thee. It affords me no delight 
To intermingle tears with roy repaft, 
And foon, Aurora, daughter of the 4awn, 
Will tinge the orient Not that I account 
The mourner, whomfoever he lament, 
Blame worthy, fince, to lheer the locks and weep, 
Js all wp can for the unhappy dead. 
J alfo have my forrow, call'd to mourn 
One, not the meaneft of Achaia's fons f , 

* Antilochus was his brother. The Ton of Aurora, who flew 
Antilochus* was Memnoxu — B. & C. 

+ This negative manner pf praifing is not what it feems to be, 
a flight and moderate eulogium, bat intends the higheit, and with 
that intention has been ufed by poets and rhetoricians in all ages. 
So Homer, in another place, fpeaking of He&or bruifed by Ajax 
with a ftone, afpribes the greateft poUible force to, the latter when 
he calls him— -wnot the feebleft of the fbns of Greece* 

3 My 
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My brother ; him I cannot but fuppofa 

To tbee well-known, although unknown to me 

Who faw him never* ; but report proclaims 

Antilochus fuperiour to the moll, 

In fpeed fuperiour, and in feats of arms. 

To whom, the Hero of the yellow locks. 
Ah my young friend ! fince nought which thou haft faid 
Or recommended now, would have difgraccd 
A man of years maturer far than thine, 
(For wife thy father is, and fuch art thou, 
And eafy is it to difcern the ion 
Of fuch a father, whom Saturnian Jove 
In marriage both and at his birth ordain'd 
To great felicity f ; for he hath giv'n 
To Neil or gradually to fink at home 
Into old age, and, while he lives, to fee 
His fons paft others wife, and fkill'd in arms) 
The grief which feized us fuddenly, fhall ceafe. 
Come therefore — now to our repaft again — 

* Becaufe Pififtratus was born after Antilochus had failed to 
Troy. 

f It is the opinion of Dionyfius Halicarnt that Homer confidered 
virtue alone as inefficient to happinefs; for having reprefented 
Neftor and Ulyffes as alike in prudence, iu fortitude and eloquence* 
but dtffimilar in their lot, Neftor being bleft with great profperky 
and Ulyffes an affli&ed wanderer, he calls the former happy, and 
the latter, with all his mental accompliftunents and with all his 
patience, unfortunate and wretched.— C. 

Pour 
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Pour water on our hands, for we flial! find, j 

(Telemachus and I) no dearth of theme* 
For mutual converfe when the marrow comes. 

He ended ; then, Afphalion, at his word* 
Servant of glorious Menelaus, poured 
Pure water on their hands, and they the feaft 
Before them with keen appetite aflaiFd. 
But Helen, Jove's fair daughter, to compofe 
Their troubled fpirits, with a fudden hand 
Infufed into the wine of which they drank 
A drug moft potent to fupprefs or grief 
Or anger, and oblivion to induce 
Of all paft evil \ Whofoe'er his wind 
So medicated drinks, he will not bathe 
His cheek all day with trickling tears, although 
His father and his mother both were dead, 
Nor even though his brother or his fon 
Had fall*n in battle, and before his eyes. 
Such drugs of fov'reign ufe had Helen brought 
Erewhile to Sparta, Polydamna's gift, 
Wife of ^Egyptian Thone ; for Mgpy t teems 

• Plutarch, Macrobius, and Euftathiu?, were all of opinion that 
by this drug we are to underftand not what the word imports, a 
medicine, bat the difcourfe of Helen fo admirably calculated to 
intereft and to confole Telemachus. — C. But how (he can be faid to 
have fetched that difcourfe fiom i£gypt, thefe- learned expofitort 
and lovers of allegory liave not told us. 

With 
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With drugs of various pow'rs ; falubrious fomeL 
With wine received, and fome of deadlicft kind, 
Nor dwells on earth a race that may pretend, 
In healing arts equality with them, 
For they are genuine fons of Paeon, all \ 
That drug infufed, fhe bade her fervant pour 
The beverage forth, and thus her fpeech relumed. 

Atrides \ Menelaus ! dear to Jove ! 
Thefe gucfts of ours are alfo nobly born. 
But good or evil is the lot of man 
As Jove ordains, fole arbiter of each* 
Now therefore, feafting at your eafe reclined, 
Liften with plcafure, for myfelf, the while, 
Will matter feafonable interpofe. 
I cannot all rehearfe, nor even name, 
(Omitting none) the confli&s and exploits 
Of brave Ulyfles ; but with what addrefs 
Succefsful, one achievement he performed 
At Ilium, where Achaia's fons endured 
Such hardfhip, will I fpeak. Infli&ing wounds 
Difhonourable on himfelf, he took 
A tatter'd garb, and like a ferving-man 

* Paeon was the phyfician of the Gods, and not the fame with 
Apollo, as Hefiod teftifies. 

E» fin 'AtoAX^» OoiCoc vv i« Mrtti <r«W», 
*H dvToi TUtitn, Sj atcuTvi fb'ff*«x« ©Wc— B. & C« 

Entered 



ODYSSEY IV. 3«4-3tti $$ 

Enter' d the fpacious city of our foes* 

So clad, although of nobler port than He 

Might none be found, when in the camp of Greece, 

Some mendicant he feem'd. In fuch difguife 

He enter' d Ilium's gate. There, all alike 

Mifdeem'd him ; me alone he not deceived 

Who challengM him, but, (hrewd, he turn'd away. 

But bathed^ at length, anointed and attired 

At my command, and by a folemn oath 

Of mine allured, that not a Trojan there 

Should learn him for Ulyfles, taught by me, 

Till he had reach'd, fecure, the camp again, 

He told mc all the counfel of the Greeks. 

Thus, many a Trojan flaughter'd, he rejokTd 

Achaia's hoft, full-fraught, for future ufe, 

With wife remark on all that he had fecn + . : , 

Then, wail'd the Trojan women, but delight 

My bofpm fiirdj for with an alter'd heart 

* Some fay that he engaged in this enterprife to procure himfelf 
an opportunity to meafure the walls of Troy, others, that he might 
perfuade Helen to cooperate with the Greecians.— B. & C. 
: -f He might inform the Greeks, according to Euttathnts, of his 
fuccefs with Helen, how he had prevailed to win her to their in* 
terefts, of the Trojan counfels alfo, and of the dimenfions of the 
walls, efpecially of the gate to which he intended to adapt thefize 
of the wooden horfe. It is not improbable like wife that on this 
occafton he contrired to carry off the Palladium.— -C« 

tyw is tranflated here in the fenfe given it by Dacier.<-*C» 
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I, now, regretted my forfaken home, 
And mourn'd the fatal crime, to which impcll'd 
By Venus, I had fought a drftaot ihore, 
Leaving my daughter, and my rightful Lord, 
Although in feature, form, and mind, a Princd 
Uncenfurahle, tod from blemifh free* 

Her anfwer'd then the Hero golden-hair'd. 
Helen I thou hail well fpokem All is true. 
I have the talents fathom'd and the minds 
Of num'rous Heroes, and have travelled for, 
Yet never few I with thefe eyes in man 
Such firmnefs as the calm Ulyfles own'd; 
None fuch as in the hollow horfe he proved, 
Where all our braved fat, defigrting woe 
And bloody havock for the fonsr of Troy \ 
Thou thither c&m'ft, incited, as it feem'd, 
By fome Divinity, propitious more 
To Troy than to the Greeks, and on thy fteps 
Waited Deiphobus f . Thrice round about 
Thou did'ft ericompafe, and with curious hand 

* Homer, &yt Qmntilian, when lie tells us that the Greeciana 
fat in the horfe, gives •» in one word an idea of its magnitude, at 
Virgttdoes of its height, when he tells us that the/ Ut tbtmfrlvet 
4*** from it by a npr.— C. 

f Deiphobas is faid to have accompanied her, that if any ode 
fpoke to her from within the horfe, he might know it ; not choofing 
to uuft Her for the difeorery of iu— C. . 

Try 
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Try the huge ambuih, (bunding forth, the while, 

The names of all our Leaders, with the voice 

Well counterfeited of the wife of each. 

Tydidcs, and Ulyfles, and myfelf 

Among the midmoft feated, heard the call. 

We, ftarting both, had either left at once 

Our clofe concealment, or, at leaft, replied, 

But more difcrete Ulyfles interpofed 

Firm hindrance, and controll'd the rafli defire. 

Now, therefore, all were quiet, iave alone 

Anticlus, ftill impatient to reply. 

But, preiBng with both hands his op'ning lips 

Ulyfles faved us ; for the clofe conftraint 

He ftili enforced, till Pallas led thee thence. 

Then thus, difcrete, Telemachus replied. ,- 

Atrides ! Menelaus ! prince renown'd ! 
Hard was his lot, whom thefe rare qualities 
Preferred not, neither had his dauntlefs heart 
Been iron, had he Ycaped his cruel doom. 
But hafte, and with difmiffion to repofe 
Now needful, gratify my friend and me. 

He ceas'd ; then Argive Helen gave command 
To her attendant maidens to prepare 
Beds in the portico with purple rugs 
Refplendent, and with arras, overfpread, 
And covered warm with cloaks of fhaggy pile. 

rpL. in. h Forth 



Forth went the maidens, bearing each & torch, 
And in the Veftibule their beds preparM. 
Then came an herald who coftdu&ed forth 
The weary guefts, and, there, the noble foti 
Of Neftor flept, and, there, his youthful friend 
Telemachus ; but in the interiour houfe 
Atrides, With the lovelieft of her fex 
Befide him, Helen of the fweeping ftole. 
But when Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 
Glow'd in the Eaft, then from his couch arofe 
The warlike Menelaus, frefh attired ; 
His faulchioft o'er his fhoulders flung, he bound 
His fandals fair to his unfultied feet, 
And, godlike, iffuing from his chamber, fat 
Befide Telemachus, and thus began. 

Hero ! Telemachus ! what urgent caufe 
Hath hither led thee, to the land far-famed 
Of Lacedaemon o'er the fpacious Deep ? 
Fublick concern or private ? Tell me true *. 

To whom Telemachus difcrete replied* 
Atrides ! Menelaus ! prince renown'd ! 
News feeking of roy Sire, I have arrived. 
My houfehold is devour'd, my fruitful fields 
Are defolated, and my palace filPd 

* MeneUns puts this queftion to Telemachus, knowing that.FUU 
flf atus came only as his companion.— C. 

4 With 
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With enemies, who while they mutual wage 
Proud competition for my mother's love, 
My flocks unfparing (laughter, and my beeves* 
Now, therefore, whether thou beheld'ft, thyfel^ 
Ulyfles' death, or at fome wandVer's lips 
Haft learned it, fuppliant at thy knees I beg 
The fad recital ; for no common woes 
Were his allotted portion from the womb. 
Neither through pity or o'erftrain'dvrefpe& 
Flatter me, but explicit all relate 
Which thou haft witnefs'd. If my noble Sire 
E'er gratified thee by performance juft 
Of word or deed at Ilium, where ye fell 
So numerous (lain in fight, oh recoiled 
Now his fidelity, and tell me true ! 

Then Menelaus, fighing deep, replied. 
Gods ! their ambition is to reach the bed 
Of a brave man, however bafe therafelves. 
But as it chances, when the nart hath lay'd 
Her fawns new-yeanM and fucklings yet, to reft 
Within fome dreadful lion's gloomy den, 
She roams the hills, and in the grafly vales 
Feeds heedlefs, till the lion, to his lair 
Returning, rends them both ; with fuch a force 
Refiftlefs fhall 'Uly fles them deftroy. 
Jove, Pallas and Apollo ! oh that fuch 

H * As 
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As erft in well-built Lefbos, where he thriew 
Philomelides in a wreftling-match 
With mighty force, when all the Greeks rejoiced, 
Such, how, Ulyfles might afiail them all ! 
Short life and bitter nuptials ihould be theirs*. 
But now, T fuch anfwer as with earned fuit 
Thou haft implored, direct and true, receive j 
For I will nought conceal, but will impart 
All that the antient Prophet of the Deep + 
Hath taught me, with exa&eft truth to Thee. 

The Gods, refenting my neglctft to pile 
Their altars high with hecatombs, detain v d 
Me ftill in iEgypt, anxious to return, 
For juft obfervance of their high behefts 
Alone can pleafe the Gods. There is an ifle 
Amid the billowy flood, Pharos by name, 
In frontof iEgypt, diftant from her fhore 
Far as a veflel by a fprightly gale 



* By Philomelides ibme have rather abfurdly fuppofed Patroch», 
wbofe mother's name was Philomela, to be intended. But Homer 
never forms his* patronymies from the mother's fide, and why ihould 
the Greeks exult in the fall of an amiable man whom all refpe&ed. 
The perH>n in qoeftion is therefore more probably affirmed by others 
to have- been the King of Lefbos, whofe cuitom being to challenge 
all comers, he challenged, on their arrival in his ifland, the Greecians 
alfo.— C. 

f Proteus. 

Impeird, 



ImpelFd, may pufh her voyage in a day *• 
It owns a quiet port, and many a (Hip 
Finds watering there from riv'lets on the coaft. 
There me the Gods kept twenty days, no breeze. _ 
Propitious granting, that might fweep the waves* 
And uflier to her home the flying bark. 
And now had our provifion, all confumed. 
Left us exhaufted, but a certain nymph 
Pitied and faved me. Daughter fair was (he 
Of mighty Proteus, Antient of the Deep, 
Idothea named ; her moft my forrows moved 3 
She found me wandering alone, remote 
From all my followers, who around the ifle 
The fifties fnaring roamed, by famine urged, 
And Handing at my fide, me thus befpake f . 

Stranger ! Thou, fure, art childHh, or of heart, 
Dull and infenfible, or thy delight 
Is in diftrefs and misVy. Wherefore, elfc, 
Within thefe ifland-limits art thou pent 
Thus long, nor end haft found of lingVing here, 
Where famine wafies thy people day by day ? 

* In the heroick ages the diitance might be fuch ; though now by 
the accumulation of foil from the mouth of the Nile, it is united to 
the land, or nearly fo.— B. & C. 

+ Idothea is faid to have been enamoured of Canobus, the pilot 
tfMenelaus*— B* 

h a So 



10* ODYSCEY IV. 4*7-4* 

So fpake the Goddefs, and I thus replied. 
I tell thee, whofoever of the Pow'ra 
Divine thou art, that I am priibn'd here 
Not willingly, but muft have, doubtlefs, finn'd 
Agaipil the deathlefs tenants of the ikies. 
Yet fay (for the Immortals all things know) 
What God .detains me, and my courfe forbids 
Hence to my country o'er the fifty Deep ? 

I fpake? when thus the Goddefs all-divine. 
Hear me, for all that I relate is true. 
A faithful leer, the Antient of the Deep, 
Immortal Proteus, the -/Egyptian, haunts 
Thefe fhores, familiar with all Ocean's gulphs* 
Neptune's attendant ever, andeftcem'd 
My father. Him if thou art able once 
To fttzt and bind, he will prescribe the courfe 
With all its meafured diftances, by which 
Thou (halt regain fecure thy native fhores. 
He will, moreover, at thy fuit declare, 
Thou favour'd of the Ikies ! what good, what ifl 
Hath in thine houfe befall'n, while abfent thou 
Thy voyage difficult perform'ft and long *. 



She 



* *0, t1» roi It fjuyotpoto'i «axor r dy*Qo9 rt Tiraxrati. 

What good and what evil hath befallen thee in thy houfe. 
Socrates as Gdlhis feys, accounted this Kne of Homer his dcareft 
and heft treafure, and declared that it comprifes the fum total of 

* \" j>hilofophjr. 
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She Jlpake, and I replied— Thyfelf reveal 
By what effe&u^l bands I may fecure 
The antient Deity marine, left, warn'd 
Of my approach, he fliun me and efcape. 
Hard taik for mortal hands to bind a God 1 

Then thus Idothea anfwer'd all-divine. 
I will inform thee true. .Soon as the fun 
Hath climb'd the middle heav'ns, the prophet old, 
Emerging while the breezy zephyr blows, 
And cover'd with the fcum of oeean, feeks 
His fpacious cove, in which outftretch'd he lies. 
The phocae # r alfo, rifing from the waves, 
Offspring of beauteous Halofydna, fleep 
Around him, numerous, the fithy fcent 
Exhaling rank of the unfathom'd flood*. 
Thither ,condu<Sting thee at early dawn 
. I will difpofe thee in fome fafe recefs, 

philofophy.— C. The line, however, muft be detached from the con~ 
text and haye a new fenfc given it before it can ferve the afes to 
which he applied it. For Homer means limply to fay by it, that 
Proteus would inform Menelaus of all that had happened in his ab- 
fence ; whereas Socrates found in it a hint not to fuifer his curiofity 
to tempt -him affray in queft of knowledge more fpecious than ufeful 
but rather to attend to what was pafling at home and in his own 
heart.— An excellent leflbn certainly, but not found here or any 
where elfe in Homer. 

• Seals, or fea- calves. 

f According to ^Elian no animal flecps fo found.— B. 

, h 4 But 
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But from among thy followers thou fhalt choofe 

The braved three in all thy gallant fleet. 

And now the artifices underftand 

Of the old prophet of the fea. His herd 

Of phocae numb'ring firft, he will pafs through 

And fum them all by fives, then lying down 

Will deep as fleeps the fhepherd with his flock. 

When ye (hall fee him dretch'd, then call to mind 

That moment all your prowefs, and prevent, 

Howe'er he drive impatient, his efcape. 

All changes trying, ev'ry reptiles form 

On earth he will adopt, and he will feem 

A river now, and now devouring fire ; 

But ye, the more he drives, with added force 

Strive alfo, and conflrain him dill the more. 

And when himfelf fhall quedionyou, rcdored 

To his own form in which ye found him firft 

Repofing, then from farther force abdain ; 

Then, Hero ! loofe the Antient of the Deep* 

And afk him what Divinity impedes 

Thy voyage homeward o'er the fifhy flood. 

So faying, (he plunged into the billowy wade* 
I then, in various mufings lod, my (hips 
Along the fea-beach dation'd, fought again, 
And when I reach'd my galley on the fhore 
We fupp'd, and, at the fall of dewy night, 

On 
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On Ocean's fide extended, took repofe. 

But when Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 

Look'd rofy forth, befide the fpacious Deep 

Proceeding, firft I importuned the Gods 

With fervent pray'r, then chofe the fitted three 

For bold afiault, and worthieft of my truft. 

Mean-while the Goddefs deep into the gulphs 

Of Ocean plunging, from the bottom brought 

Four hides, the fkins of Phocae newly flain, 

Forecafting to deceive her antient Sire. 

Four cradles in the fea-fand, next, fhe fcoop'd, 

Then waited our approach. We foon arrived $ 

When, fide by fide, Ihe lodgM us, and a fkin 

Caft over each. But terrible we found 

Our ambuih, there, lb rancid was the fcent 

And noifbme to us all ; for who could reft 

Extended at a foul fea-monfters fide ? j 

But fhe a potent remedy devifed 

Herfelf to fave us, who applied beneath 

Our noftrils fweetefl odours of divine 

Ambrofia, which the fifliy fcent fubdued. 

All morning, patient watchers, there we lay ; 

And now the numerous phocae from the Deep 

Emerging, flept along the fhore, and he 

At noon came alfo, and perceiving there 

His fatted monfters, through the flock his corirfc 

s Took 
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Took regular, and fumm'd them ; with the firft 
He numbered us, fufpicion none of fraud 
Conceiving, then couch'd alfo. We, at once, 
Loud-ftiouting flew on him, and in our arms 
Conftrain'd him fail ; nor the fea-prophet old 
CallM not incontinent his flufts to mind. 
Firft he became a long-maned lion grim, 
A dragon then, a panther, an huge boar, 
A limpid ftream, and an o'erfhadowing tree. 
We perfevering held him, till at length 
The fubtle Sage, his ineffectual arts 
Refigning weary, queftion'd me, and faid* 

Say, fon of Atreus ! what confederate PowV 
Aflifted thy contrivance to enfnare 
And thus conftrain me ? what is thy defire ? 

So He ; to whom thus anfwer I return'd. 
Ob antient Prophet ! guile alone fuggefts 
Thefe queftions, for t^yfelf already know'ft. 
Within thefe ifland-limits have I dwelt 
Long time, no means difcov'ring of efcape, 
Though famine waftes my people day by day. 
Yet fay (for the Immortals all things know) 
What God detains me, and my courfe forbids 
H^nce to my country o'er the fifty Deep ? 

So I ; when thus the old one of the waves. 

But 
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# But thy plain duty was to have adored 

Jove, firft, in Sacrifice, and all the Gods, 

That then embarking, by propitious gales 

ImpelPd, thou raighfft have reached tby country foon. 

3For thou art deftin'd ne'er to fee again 

Thy friends, thy palace, or thy native fhorcs, 

Till thou have reach'd once more the hallow'd flood 

Of -^Egypt, and with hecatombs adored 

Devout, the deathlefs tenants of the ikies. 

Th$n will they fpeed thee whither thou defir'ft 

He ceafed. I Men' d with a broken heart, 
Thus bidden o'er the gloomy waves again 
To JEgypt ; voyage long and hard to achieve J 
Yet, though in forrow whelm'd, I thus prefumed. 

Old prophet! I will all thy will perform. 
But tell me, and the truth without dilguife. 
Have the Achaians with their fhips arrived 
All fafe, whom Neftor left and I, at Troy ? 
Hath none of all our heroes, fince the fiege, 
Died prematurely, or, on board his bark, 
Or in th' embraces of his friends at home ? 

I ipake, when anfwer thus the God returned. 

• From the abruptnefs of this beginning, Virgil, probably, whj^ 
ba§ copied the ftory, took the hint of his admired exordium 

Nam quia te, juvenum confident iflime, noftrat 
Egit adire dorao* } 

Atrides, 
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Atridcs, why thcfe queftions ? Better far 
Were ignorance for thee ; fince, knowing all,* 
Thou wilt not long, I judge, from tears abftain V 
No few have died, and many ftill furvive 
Of thofe Achaian Chiefs ; but Two alone 
In their return have periih'd, and a third 
Still lives, imprifon'd in the boundlefs Deep. 

Ajax, furrounded by his galleys, died*. 
Him Neptune, firft, againft the bulky rocks 
The Gyrae, drove, but faved him from the Deep; 
Nor had he perifliM, hated as he was 
By Pallas, but for his prefumptuous boaft 
That Him the Gods themfelves fhould ftrive in vain 
To overwhelm in Ocean's gulphy flood *. 
Neptune that fpeech vain-glorious hearing, grafp'd 

* Here, it is obferved, the poet condemns an importunate curi- 
ofity concerning the Future. — B. Certainly it is one of the chief 
mercies of God to man that he hides it from him* 

+ Pallas perfecuted the Greccians on their return for the reafon 
already mentioned, the rape of Caflandra by the Locrian Ajax* 
Nor was flie even fo appeafed, but, during a period of a thoufand 
years, compelled the Locrians to fend annually a certain number of 
virgins chofen by lot, to Ilium.— B. 8c C. 

Pliny takes notice of a picture the work of Apollodorus the Athe- 
nian, which he had feen at Pergamus, and the fubjedt of which was 
the Ajax here mentioned flruck with thunder.— B. 8c C. 

I The Gyrae were rocks fit ua ted very near to the ifland Mycofc 
nos, and were fo called becaufe they threw the water into whirl. 
pools.— £. & C, \ 

His 
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His trident, and the huge Gyraean rock 

Smiting indignant, dafh'd it half away ; 

Part flood, and part, on which the boafter (at 

When, firft, the brainfick fury feiz'd him, fell. 

Bearing hipi with it down into the gulphs 

Of Ocean, where he drank the brine, and died*. 

But thy own brother in his barks efcaped 

That fate, by Juno faved ; yet when, at length, 

He fhould have gain'd Malea's craggy fliore, 

Then, by a fudden temped: caught, he flew 

With many a groan far o'er the fifty Deep 

To the land's utmoft point, where once his home 

Thyeftes had, but where Thyeftes* fon 

Dwelt then, iEgifthus. There, the Gods appeafed 

The ftormy blaft, and, deeming mod fecure 

His paflage to Mycenae thence by land, 

He dif<?mbark'd. With calm delight he trod 

The fliore of Argos, kiis'd his native foil, 

And, at. a light fo welcome, wept for joy. 

But not unfeen he landed ; for a fpy f 

One whom the flirewd iEgifthus had feduced 



* Homer literally interpreted fays— -ft there be died, when be had 
drunk fait water.— A line which, according to Eiiiiathius, had place 
in none of the amient editions, being rejected as too fimple, and 
even trivial.— C. It was once however well chofen for his motto by 
aphyfician who wrote a treatife againft the internal ufe of fea-wate*. 



I IO ODYSSEY IV. &-*#» 

By promifc of two golden talents, mark'd 
His coming from a rock where he had watch'd 
The year complete, left, paffing unperceived, 
The King fhould reaflert his right in arms. 
Swift flew the fpy with tidings to his Lord, 
And He, incontinent, this project framed 
Infidious. Twenty men, the boldeft hearts 
Of all the people, from the reft he chofe, 
Whom he in ambufh placed, and others charged 
With diligence to fpread the feftal board. 
With horfes, then, and chariots forth he drove 
Full-fraught with mifchief, and, inviting home 
The unfufpicious King, amid the feaft 
Slew him, as at his crib men flay an ox. 
Nor of Atrides* or jEgifihus' train 
4 A man efcaped ; all perifh'd by the fword. 
He ceas'd, I heard him with a broken heart, 
And on the fands fat weeping ; life itfelf 
Now fail'd to pleafe me, and the light of day. 
Long time I wept arid roll'd me in the duft, 
But, fated, ceafed at length ; when thus his fpeech 
The antient Prophet of the Deep refumed. 

Atrides ! fit not weeping without end 
Or meafure here, fince remedy 'thy grief 
Will yield thee none, but with thy beft difpatch 
Strive for deliverance and to reach again 

Thy 
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Thy native home ; for thou {halt either find 
^Egifthus living, or, if haply, firft, 
Oreftes have avenged his father's death, 
At lead (halt witnefs his funereal fires. 

He ceasM, and I, affli&ed as I was, 
Yet felt my fpirit at that word refrelh'd, 
And in wing'd accents anfwer thus returned. 

Of thefe I am inform'd ; but name the third 
Who, dead or living, in the boundlefs Deep 
Is ftill detainM ; I dread, yet wifli to hear. 

So I; to whom thus Proteus in return. 
Laertes' fon, the Lord of Ithaca — 
Him in an ifland weeping I beheld, 
Gueft of the nymph Calypfo, by conftraint 
Her gueft, and from his native land withheld 
By (ad neceffity ; for flrips weli-oar'd, 
Or faithful followers hath he none, whofe aid 
Might fpeed him fefely o'er the fpacious flood. 
But, Menelaus 1 not for Thee thy doom 
Has death prepared in Argos — Thee the Gods 
Have deftin'd to the bleft Elyfian ifles # , 
Earth's utmoft boundVies ; (Rhadamanthus there 

* The abode of Heroes after death, fo named either from Elafius 
of Eleutherae, a perfon of uncommon piety, or becaufe the inhabi- 
tants fuller no more diflblution. They were called the happy ifles, 
or the ifles of the bleffed.— B. & C. 

For 
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For ever reigns, and there the human kind 
Enjoy the eafieft life ; no fnow is there, 
No biting winter, and no drenching fhowY, 
But zephyr always gently from the fea 
Breathes on them, to refrefli the happy race) 
Becaufe that Helen is thy wife, and thee 
They deem, for her fake, near allied to Jove. 

So faying, he plunged into the billowy waftc. 
I then, with my brave comrades to the fleet 
Return'd, deep-mufing as I went, and fad. 
No fooner had I reach'd my fhip beiide 
The ocean, and we all had fupp'd, than night 
From heav'n fell on us, and, at eafe repofed 
Along the margin of the fea, we flept. 
But when Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 
Look'd roly forth, drawing our galleys down 
Into the facred Deep, we rear'd again 
The mail, unfurled the fail, and to our feats 
On board returning, threfh'd the foamy flood. 
Once more, at length, within the hallow'd ftream 
Of JEgypt mooring, on the fhore I flew 
Whole hecatombs, and (the difpleafure thus 
Of the Immortal Gods appeafed) I reared 
fo Agamemnon's never-dying fame 
A tomb, and finifhing it, fail'd again 
With fuch a gale from heaven vouchfafed, as fent 



My 
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My (hips fwift-fcudding to the fhores of Greece. 
!But come — eleven days wait here, or twelve 
A gueft with me, when I will fend thee hence 
Nobly, and honoured with illufixious gifts, 
With fplendrd chariot, with three princely fteeds, 
And with a gorgeous cup, that to the Gods 
Libation pouring ever while thou Hv ft 
From that fame cup, thou may'ft remember me. 

Him, prudent, then anfwer d Tolemachus. 
Atrides ! fpare to prefs my longer (lay, 
For, willing, fo delightful is the found 
Of thy recital, I could lift ning fit 
The year entire,, rememb'ring neither home 
Nor parents more; but my companions, left 
In Pylus, deem already my return 
Too long delayed, whom thou would'ft ftill detain. 
What boon foe'er thou giv*ft me, be it fuch 
As I may treafurM keep ; for I will take 
No deeds to Ithaca; where glory none 
They can achieve, as here, for thee, they may* 
For thou art Lord of an extenfive plain. 
Where lotus, herbage of all favours, wheat, 
Pulfe> and white barley clothe the fruitful foil*. 

But 

• Herodotus fays that when the Nile overflow*, many lilies grw 

in the water of a kind which the ./Egyptians name Lotus j gathering 

thefe, they dry them in the fun, and make the fruit into br^dr 

vol. in, 1 which 
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But Ithaca no level champaign owns, 
A nurfery of goats, and yet a land 
Fairer than richeft paftures in mine eye. 
But none of all our rugged ifles affords 
Large growth of herbs, or level fpace to run, 
And Ithaca the rudeft is of alL 

He faid ; the Hero Menelaus fmiled, 
And ftroaking tenderly his cheek, replied. 
Dear youth ! thy fpeech proclaims thy noble blood. 
I can with eafe fupply thee from within 
With what (hall fuit thee better, and the gift 
Of all that I poflefs which mod excels 
In beauty, and the noblefl (hall be thincv 
I give thee, wrought elaborate, a cup 
Itfelf all filver, bound with lip of gold. 
It is the work of Vulcan, which to me 
The Hero Phaedimus prefented, King 
Of the Sidonians* when on my return 
His houfe received me. That (hall be thy own *. 

Thus 

which they eat toafted. The root likewifc is eatable, has an agree* 
able fweetnefs, is round and of the fize of an apple. — C. 

Bat according to the Sch«ttaft there was a tree called Lotus, and 
, / a fpecies of grafs alfo.— B. & C. 

• It is doubted whether Phaedimus is here a proper name or an 
epithet fignifying illuftriovs. They who underfhmd it in the latter 
fenfe affirm this ill uftriou* hero, the King of Sid on, to have been 
Solomon ; in fupport of which opinion Barnes cites the following 

paflage from Clemens Alexandrinus. 

* " Iramus 
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Thus-.they conferr'd ; and now the bufy train 
Of menials, culinary, at the gate %^ 

Of Menelaus, glorious Chief, appeared *. 
They brought him fheep, with heart-ennobling wine, 
While all their wives, their brows with frontlets bound, 
Came charg'd with breads Thus bufy they prepared 
A banquet in the manfion of the King. 

Mean-time, before Ulyfies' palace gate 
The fuitors fported with the quoit and fpear 
On the fmooth area, cuftomary fcene 
Of all their ftrife and angry clamour loud + . 
Th^e fat Antinoiis, and the godlike youth 
Eurymachus, fuperiour to the reft 

r 

" Iramtu or Hiram gave hit daughter to Solomon at the time 
when Menelaus returning from the liege of Troy arrived at 
Phcenice." * 

Sidon was a city of that country. 

* Aairvpm— generally fignifies the founder of a feaft; but we are 
taught by Euftathius to underftand by it, in this place, the perfons 
employed in preparing it.— -C. 

The fame commentator underftands thefe preparations to be made 
not in the palace of Menelaus but of UlyfTes. It is however in the 
beginning of the next paragraph, and not before, that the poet con- 
duels as back to Ithaca* This is noticed by Barnes, who terms it a 
pardonable errour indeed, but ftill worthy to be cenfured as an errour, 
left the authority of fo learned a critic fhould miflead the reader. 

+ The quoit was commonly a (tone, but was fo me times made of 
iron, and had a thong tied about the middle of it, by which they 
fwung and caft it. What the tranflation calls a fpear was rather a 
javelin, fuch as was ufed in goat-hunting* — C. 

12 And 
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And Chiefs among therti, to whom Phfonrus' fort 
Noemon drawing nigh, with anxious micti 
Queftion'd Anfinoiis, and thus began. 

Know we, AnfmouS ! or know we ifcrf* 
When to expert Telemachus at home 
Again from Fylus ? Id my (hip he tverrt, 
Which now I need, that I may erofe the &a 
To EIis> on whafe fpacious plain I feed 
Twelve marcs, each fuckling a mule colt as yet 
Unbroken, but of which I purpofe One 
To ferry thence, and break him into ufe 

He fpake, whom they aftooifh'd heard ; for him 
They deem'd not to Neleian Pylus gone, 
But, likelieft^ to the field, his ttum'rous flocks 
To vifit, or the (teward of his fwine. 
Then thus, Eupithes* fon, Antinoiis, fpake, 

Say true. When fail'd he forth ? of all dur youth. 
Whom chofe h^ for his followers ? his own train 
Of Have* and hirelings ? Hath he powYto effedt 
This alfo ? Tell me too, for I would loarn— 
Took he perforce thy fable bark away, 
Or ga/ft it to him at his firft demand # ? 

To 

* The queftion of Antinoiis, fays Barnes, feems to be aflted with 
a malicious intention to betray Noemon into a falfe accufation of 
Telemachus, a modeft and virtuous prince, whom he affe&s to con- 
sider as one like himfelf, according to the manner of fuch profligates 

u 
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To whom Noemon, Pbronius' fon, replied. 
I gave it voluntary ; what could'ft thou, 
Should fuch a prince petition for thy bark 
In fuch difirefs ? Hard were it to refufc 
A band, infenour to yourfelves alone 
Attends him forth ; and with them I obferved 
Mentor embarking, ruler o'er them ail, 
Or, if not him, * God ; for fuch he feein'd. 
But this much moves my wonder. Yefter-mom 
J faw, at day-break, noble Mentor here, 
VI horn (hippM for Pylus I had feen before. 

He ce^s'd ; and to his father's houfe return'd ; 
They, hearing, fot aghaft. Their games mean-tim$~ 
FinifhM, the fuitors on their feats repofed, 
To whom Eupithcs* fon, Antinoiis, next, 
Much trouble fpake ; a black tform overcharged 
His bofom, and his vivid eyes jflafh'd fire. 

Ye Gods, 4 proud exploit is here achieved,, 
This voyage of Telemachus, by u& 
Pronounced impracticable ; yet the boy 
In rafh defiance of us .all, is gone, 
With a fwift bark, and with a chofen crew* 
He. foon will prove more mifchievous, whofe pow'r 

as he. Bat Noeqipn anfwers ho&eftfy and boldly, doing juftice to 
the ion of the King his mailer, and tacitly condemning the fuitors* 
iniquitous treatment of him* 

l 3 Jov« 
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Jove wither, ere we fuffer its effedte ! 
But, be ye quick, launch alio forth for me 
A bark with twenty rowers ; clofe conceal'd 
Within the narrow frith that fcp rates thcfe 
From the rough (bores of Samos, will I lurk, 
And watch his coming, who (hall dearly rue 
That e er he roam'd to feek his wand'ring Sice. 

He ceafed, and loud applaufe heard in reply, 
With warm encouragement. Then, rifing all, 
Into Ulyfles* houfe at once they throng d. 
Nor was Penelope left uninformed 
Long time of their clandeftine plottings deep, 
For herald Medon told her all, whofe ear 
Their councils caught while in the outer-court 
He flood, and they that projedt framed within. 
Swift to Penelope the tale he bore, 
Who as he pafs'd the gate, him thus addrefs'd. 

Why, herald ! thus in hafte ? With what command 
Charged by the fuitors ? That Ulyfles' maids 
Their talks refign, to furnifh, at his cod, 
The board for them ? Here end, for ever end 
Their tedious wooing ! May ye * never hence 

• This tranfi tion from the third to the fecond pcrfon belongs to 
the original, and is conftdered as a fine ftroke of art in the poet, 
whp reprefents Penelope in the warmth of her refentment, forgetting 
where ihe is, and addreffing the fuitors as if prefent* 

Efcapo 
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Efcape t f aflemble at the feftive board 

Elfewhere, as, here afierabling, day by day 

Ye have devour'd the fubftance of my fon 

The Prince Tclemachus ! Ye never, fure, 

When children, from your parents learn'd, how kind 

Ulyfies, in their days, had ever been, 

No wrongs committing, criminating none 

Before the people, as the pra&ice is 

Of mighty chiefs, who favour without caufe, 

And without caufe diicount'nance whom they pleafe. 

He no man wrong'd at any time ; but ye 

Proclaim your own ingratitude, and prove 

His kindnefs to yoiir parents lofl on you. 

Then Medon anfwer thus, prudent, return'd. 
Grant Heav'n, oh Queen, that this woe prove the worft ! 
But greater far and heavier ills than this 
The fuitors plan, whole counfels Jove confound ! 
Their bafe defire and purpofe are to flay 
Telemachus on his return ; for he, 
To gather tidings of his Sire is gone 
To Pylus, or to Sparta's land divine. 

He faid ; and where (he flood, her trembling knees 
FaiFd under her, and all her fpirits went. 
Speechlefs (he long remained, tears fill'd her eyes, 
And inarticulate in its paffage died 
Her utt'rance, tHl at laft with pain (he fpake. 

1 4 Herald! 
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Herald ! why went my fon ? he faatfa no need 
On board fwift ihips to ride, which we to man 
His fteids that bear him over feas.nuBofo*. 
Went he rcfolved on death, and that his name, 
Sunk with himfclf, ihould be pronounced no moie? 

Then anfwer, thus, Medon4he wife rettnm (L 
I know not whether him forot God impcllx! 
Or his own heart to Fylas, thene to hear 
News of his Sirens return, or by what&ta 
At lead he died, if be return no moise. 

He faidj and traverfing •Ulyfies' gauita, 
Departed ; (be, with heart-confuming woe 
O'erwhelm'd, no longer could lenduse to take 
Repofe on any of her numerous feats, 
But on the threshold of her chamber-door 
Lamenting fat, while all her female train 
Around hermoan'd, the antient and the young, 



* Literally, which are the marintr's bcrfet. The metaphor itfelf 
is admired by Euftathius, but not the ufe of it by Penelope in her 
prefent circum fiances. Diftreflcd as {he is, (he ought not to be fup- 
pofed to have leifure for poetical fancies and the exercife oF in- 
genuity. Virgil errs in like manner, as is obferved by Fulviua 
Urfinus, introducing into the fpeech of Venus while (he laments the 
fufferings of iEneas, an epifodical defcription of Timayns, 
■ etfontem fuperare Timavi 5 

Undc per 01 a novtm vafto cum murmure montis 
It mare prcr'uptum, et pclago premit arva fonanti. 

* Whom 
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Whom, fobbing, thus, Penelope befpake. 

Hear me, ye maidens! for of woman bom 
Coeval with *ne, none hath e'er received 
Such plenteous farrow from tthe -Gods as I, 
Who firft my .noble huiband loft, endued 
With courage lion-like, of all the Greeks 
Thedhief with evry virtue mod adorn'd, 
A prince all-axcellent, whofe glorious praife 
Through Hellas and all Argos flew diffufed, 
And now, my darling fon,~-<him florins have fnatcVd 
Far hence inglorious, and I knew it not. 
Ah treach'rous fervants ! confeious as ye were 
Of his deftgn, nob one of you the thought 
Conceived to wake me when he went on board. 
For had I known his purpofe to depart, 
He either had not gone (how much foe'er 
Tie wifh'd to leave me) or had left me dead. 
But hafte ye,-^bid my antient fervant come, 
Dolion (whom when I left my father's houfe 
He gave me, and whofe office is to attend 
My num'rous garden-plants) that he may feek 
At once Laertes, and may tell him all ; 
He may, perchance, fome remedy devife, 
And, weeping, move the people to withftand 
Thefe cruel men, who purpofe to deftroy 
My fon, fate, offspring of his godlike Sir^ 

ThA 
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Then thus the gentle Euryclea fpake, 
Nurfe of Telemachus. Alas ! my Queen ! 
Slay me, or fpare, deal with me as thou wilt, 
I will confcfs the truth. I knew it all. 
I gave him all that he required from me, 
Both wine and bread, and, at his bidding, (wore 
To tell thee naught in twelve whole days to come, 
Or till, inquiry made, thou fhould'ft thyfelf 
Learn his departure ; left thou (hould'ft impair 
Thy lovely features with excefs of grief. 
But lave thyfelf, and, frefh attired, afcend 
To thy own chamber, there, with all thy train, 
To worfhip Pallas, who (hall fave, thenceforth, 
Thy fon from death, what ills (be'er he meet. 
Add not frefh forrows to the prefent woes 
Of the old King, for I believe not yet 
Arccfias' race rejedted by the Gods 
Wholly, but truft that there (hall flill be found 
Among them, who (hall, undifturb'd, pofiefs 
This palace, with its diftant fair domain. 

So faying, (he hufh'd her forrow, and her eyes 
No longer (tream'd. Then, bathed and frefh attired, 
Penelope afcended with her train 
The upper palace, and a bafket ftored 
With hallow'd cakes to Pallas ofFring, pray'd. 

Hear matchlefs daughter of Jove eegis-arm'd ! 

If 
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If ever wife Ulyfles offer'd here 

The thighs of fatted kine or Iheep to thee, 

Now mindful of his piety, preferve 

His darling fon, and fruftrate with a frown 

The cruelty of thefe imperious guefts ! 

She faid, and with fhrill voice melodious pray'd, 
Whom Pallas heard. And now the fpacious hall 
And gloomy paflages with tumult rang 
And clapiour of that throng, when thus, a youth 
Infolent as his fellows, dared to fpeak. 

Much wood and long, the Queen at length prepares 
To choofe another mate, and nought fufpe&s 
The bloody death to which her ion we doom \ 

So He ; but of his doom they little knew, 
And, cautious, thus Antinoiis replied. 

Sirs ! one and all, I counfel you, beware 
Of fuch bold boafting unadvifed ; left one 
Overhearing you, report your words within* 
No — rather thus, in filence, let us move 
To an exploit fo pleafant to us all. 

He faid, and twenty chofe, the braveft there, 
With whom he fought the galley on the fhore, 
Which haling down to fea, with mail and fails 

• Miftaking, perhaps, the found of her voice, and manuring that 
ihe fang.— B. 

They 
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They furnilh'd, and, adjuftiag, next, their oars 

Each to its groove with fmootheft leather lined, 

Unfiirl d their fhining canvas Jto the gale f . 

Their bold attendants brought them then their arms 

And thrufting forth the galley till (he fwam, 

They moor'd her faft, then went themfelves on board, 

And iupping, waited for the dufkof eve. 

But when Penelope, the palace fairs 
Remounting, bad her upper chamber reach'd* 
There, unrefrefli'd with cither food or \vioc, 
She 1ay*d her down, her noble fon the theme 
Of all her mufings, whether he fhould Ycape 
His impious foes, or perifh by their hands. 
NumVous as are the lion's thoughts, who fees. 
Not without fear, a multitude with toils 
Encircling him around, fueh num'rous thoughts 
Her bofom occupied, till fleep at length 
Invading her, flie fank in foft repotc. 

Then Pallas, teeming with a new defign, 
Set forth an airy phantom io the form 
Of fair Iphthima, daughter of the brave 

• The Scholiaft afcs, Why do they fee up the maft if they pur* 
pofe to ufe their oars ? and concludes it to be only that the veiTel 
may make the better appearance. But Clarke afks, why might they 
not ufe both ? 

What is here called the groove, the watermen on the Thames 
call the tboU. 

Icafius* 
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Icarius, and Eun^chis* wedded wife 
In Pherae \ Shaped like her the dream Ihe ient 
Into the manfion of the godlike Chief 
Ulyfles, with kind purpofe to abate 
The fighs and tears of fad Penelope. 
EntVing the chamber-portal where the bolt 
Secured it, at her head the image flood, 
And thus, in terms Companionate, began. 

Sleep'ft thou, diftrefs'd Penelope ? The Gods, 
Happy in evdrlafting reft tbemfelves, 
Forbid thy forrows. Thou (halt yet behold 
Thy fon again, who hath by no offence 
Incurred at any time the wrath of heav'n. 

To whom, fweet-flurab'ring in the fhadowy gate 
By which dreams pafs, Penelope replied, 

What caufe, my lifter, brings thee, who art feen 
Unfrequent here, for that thou dwell'ft remote 2 
And thoii enjoin'ft me a ceflation too 
From forrows numerous, and which, fretting, wear 
My heart continual ; firft, my fpoufe I loft 
With courage lion-like endow'd, a prince 
All-excellent, whofe never-dying praife 
Through Hellas and all Argos flew diffufed ; 
And now my only fon, new to the toils 

• A city of Theflkly, fo ruined from Pheres the founder of it.— B* 

And 
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And hazards of the fea, nor lefs untaught 
The arte of traffick, in a (hip is gone 
Far hence, for whofe dear caufe I forrow mote 
Than for his Sire himfelf, and even (hake 
With terrour, left he perifh by their hands 
To whom he goes, or in the ftormy Deep ; 
For numerous are his foes, and all intent 
To flay him, ere he reach his home again *• 

Then anfwer thus the (hadowy form return'd. 
Take courage ; fuffer not exceffive dread 
To overwhelm thee, for fecur'd he goes 
By Pallas ; a protedtrefs fuch as all 
Would wifh to gain ; for harm can ne'er betide 

• Spondanus, though ready to grant everything to maternal 
love, accounts the affe&ion fhown by Penelope to her hufband, in 
this inftance, inferiour to the requifitions of the Divine Law as they 
are urged on us. Yet he allows (but it is an allowance not called 
for) that the grief of Penelope on account of-Ulyfles is, if not 
alraoft obliterated by time, yet certainly much abated. But there 
are many reafons, as Barnes obferves, to juftify her deeper con- 
cern for Telemachos on the prefent occaiion, to which, though the 
poet has mentioned them, Spondanus was not attentive. Telema- 
chus wanted experience, but Ulyfles in that refpedt, as well as in 
point of uncommon natural fagacity, was eminently qualified to 
encounter danger. Ulyfles, when he went to Troy, was aware of 
all the hazard of the enterprife, but his Ton is ignorant that an 
ambufh is fet for his life, from which he can hardly efcape but by 
a miracle. And, after all, fays Barnes, whether greater conjugal 
affe&ion than Penelope manifcfts is required of us or not, certain it 
is that we fee few inllances of any like it. 

WhQin 
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Whom (he defends. In pity of thy woes 

She urged me forth, and charged me thus to fpeak. 

Then thus Penelope the wife replied. 
Oh i if thou art a Goddefs, and haft heard 
A Goddefs' voice, rehearfe to me the lot 
Of that unhappy one, if yet he live- 
Spe&ator of the cheerful beams of day, 
Or if, already dead, he dwell below. 

Then anfwer thus the fading form returnM. 
Vain words are evil. Whether he be dead, 
Or ftill alive, reft uninformM by me *. 

So faying, her egrds fwift befidc the bolt 
She made, and melted into air. Upfprang 
From fleep Icarius' daughter, and her heart 
Felt heaPd within her, by that dream imprefs'd 
Diftinftly in the noifelefs night ferene. 

Mean-time the fuitors urged their watVy way, 
To inftant death devoting in their hearts 
Telemachus. There is a rocky ille 
In the mid fea, Samos the rude between 
And Ithaca, not large, named Afteris, 

* This anfwer of the phantom, fays Eu (lathi us, is dexteroufly 
managed ; for to have proceeded to tell the whole truth and to 
have informed her that Ulyffes was dill alive, would have been 
incompatible with the fequel,. to which it is effential that Ulyfles at 
his return fhould be unknown to all, but efpecially to Penelope,— C. 

It 



Slit OD* SS-IY IV. WhMA 

It hath commodious havens, into which 

A pafiage clear opens on cither fide, 

And there the ambafb'd Greeks his coming wateb*d\ 

• The concluding lines of this Book have been altered, but, by 
an overfight of the Tranflator, fo altered that, for an obvious rea> 
Ion, the Editor is obliged to give then* in a Note, or sol at all : 

Midway between the nigged Samian f (hare 
And Ithaca, there lie*, not large, an ifle 
Named Aftcris J, with ports at either end 
Accetfible ; among the rocks conceal'd 
There lay the fuitort, watching his return* 

f Or Cephallenian ;— B.&C* for Cephallenia is fometimes called 
by Homer, Same or Samos from a town in it of that name. 

J Apollodorns fays that the i.Tsad continued in his time foch 
at Homer defcribes it, and had a fmall city in it, on that fide next 
to the continent, called Alalcomenc. But Strabo is fo much at a 
lofs about it, that he thinks Homer muit have mifreprefented the 
place either for want of fofficient acquaintance with it, or lor the 
take of his fable— C. 
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Mercury bears to Calypfo a command from Jupiter that (he dif- 
mifs UlyiTes. She, after fome remonftrances, promifes obe- 
dience and furnifiies him with implements and materials* with 
which he conitrufts a raft. He quits Calypfo's ifland ; is per- 
fected by Neptune with dreadful tempefts, but by the affiftance 
of a fea nymph, after having loft his raft* is enabled to fwim 
to Phseacia, 



BOOK V. 

Aurora from befidc her glorious mate 

Tithonus now arofe, difpenfing light 

Through earth and heav'n, when the aflembled Gods 

In council fat, o'er whom high-thund'ring Jove 

Prefided, mightieft of the Pow'rs above* 

Amid them, Pallas all Ulyfles* woes 

Enumerated, whom with grief fhe faw 

vol. in, k Detained 



i3<* ojMriitr v. t-+?. 

Detained, ftill pris'ner in Calypfo's ifle*. 

Jove, and ye bleft inhabitants of heav'n t 
Be never King, hereafter, Wral, kind, 
Or righteous > but let ev f ry fceptred hanfd 
Rule taercilefs, and deal in wrong alone, 
Since none of all his people whom he ftraj'd 
With fiich paternal gentlenefs and love 
Remembers, ndw, divine Ulyfics more. 
He, in yofi diftant ifle a fuffVer lies 
Of hopclefs forrow, through conftraint the guefl 
Still of the nymph Calypfo, without means 
Or powV to reach his native (hores again, 
Alike of gallant barks and friends deprived, 
Who might conduit him o'er the fpaciousDeep. 
Nor this is all, but enemies combine 
To flay his fon ere yet he can return 
From Pylus, tvhither he hath gone to learnt 
There, or in Sparta, tidings of hi3 Sire. 

To whom the Sovereign of the Ikies replied. 
What words are thefe which now have pafs'd thy lips 

* Tithonns, foii of Laomedon, brother of Priam, huibaiuIoF 
Aurora, is called Endyroion alfo. As Endymien, he is mate of the 
Moon, and as Tithonus, of the Morning. As Endymion, he is 
fabled to be a hunter and to ileep in the night only, devoting the 
day to the labours of the chafe ; but as Tithonus, he is an aflro- 
nemer and deeps in the day, watching all the night that he may 
obferve the liars.— <B. & C. 

3 Ml 
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My daughter ? Haft thou not, thyfelf, decreed 
A fafe return and vengeance on his foes 
*To brave Ulyfles ? Thou haft alfo flrili 
To guide uninjur'd to his native hocne 
Telemachus his foti, and can*ft with eafe 
Send back the fuitors vext at his efcape. 

He ccas*d, and thus to Hermes fpake, his fon. ' 
Hermes ! (for thou art herald of our will 
At all times) to yon beauteous nymph convey 
Our fixt refolve, that brave Ulyfles thence 
Depart, uncom panted by God or man. 
Borne on a corded raft, and fuffYing woe 
Extreme, he on the twentieth day (hall reach, 
Not fooner, Scherie the deep-foild, poflefs'd 
By the Phaeacians, kinfmen of the Gods # * 
They, as a God fliall reverence the Chief 
And in a bark of theirs fhall fend him thence 
To his own home, much treafure, brafs and gold 
And raiment giving him, to an amount 
Surpaffing all that, had he fafe returned, 
He ihould by lot have fliared of Ilium's fppil. 

• Scherie, the ifland of the Phaeacians, has fince been called 
Corcyra, bat its mod antient name was Drepane. They are faid 
to be ayx&t» or to have affinity with the Gods, either oa ac* 
count of their King's defcent from Neptune, or becaufe they were 
« happy people, or becaufe the Gods occafionally vifited them and 
ihared their banquets.— B. 8c C. 

k % Thus 
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Thus Fate appoints Ulyfies to regain 

His native (hore, his palace and bis friends. 

He ended, nor the Argicide refufed, 
Meflenger of the Ikies ; his fandals fair, 
Ambrofial, golden, to his feet he bound, 
Which o'er the moift wave, rapid as the wind, 
Bear him, and o'er th' illimitable earth, 
Then took his rod with which, at will, all eyes 
He foftly fliuts, or opens them again. 
So arm'd, forth flew the valiant Argicide. 
Alighting on Pieria, down he ftoop'd 
To Ocean, and the billows lightly flrimm'd 
In form a fea-mew, fuch as in the bays 
Tremendous of the barren Deep her food 
Seeking, dips oft in brine her ample wing. 
In fuch difguife o'er many a wave he rode, 
But reaching, now, that iile remote, forfook 
The azure Deep, and at the fpacious grot, 
Where dwelt the amber-trefled nymph, arrived, 
•Found her within. A fire on all the hearth 
Blazed fprightly, and, afar-diffufed, the fccnt 
Of fmooth-fplit cedar and of cyprefs-wood 
Odorous, burning, cheer'd the happy ifle. 
She, bufied at the loom, and plying faft 
Her golden fhuttle, with melodious voice 
Sat chaunting there ; a grove on either fide, 

4 Alder 
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Alder and poplar, and the redolent branch 

Of cyprefs hemm'd the dark retreat around. 

There many a bird of broadeft pinion built 

Secure her neft, the owl, the kite, and daw 

Long-tongued, frequenter of the fandy ihores. 

A garden-vine luxuriant on all fides 

Mantled the fpacious cavern, clufter-hung 

Profufe ; four fountains of fereneft lymph 

Their iinuous courfe purfuing fide by fide, 

Stray 'd all around, and ev'ry where appear'd 

Meadows of fofteft verdure, purpled o'er 

With violets $ it was a Icene to fill 

A God from heav'n with wonder and delight. 

Hermes, Heav'n's meflenger, admiring flood 

That fight, and having all furvey'd, at length 

EnterM the grotto ; nor the lovely nymph 

Him knew not foon as feen, for not unknown 

Each to the other the Immortals are, 

How far foever fcp'rate their abodes. 

Yet found he not within the mighty Chief 

Ulyfles ; he fat weeping on the fhore, 

Forlorn ; for there his cuftom was with groans 

Of fad regret t' afflidt his breaking heart, 

Looking continual o'er the barren Deep *. 

Then 

• The poet is fuppofed to fequefter Ulyfles on this occafion, 
that ignorant of the conftraint under whicji Calypfo adted, he might 

* 3 imagine 
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Then thus Calypfo, foveliefl nymph divine, 
Of Hermes, from her dazzling throne, enquired. 

Hermes, fwift bearer of the golden rod ! 
Whom I refpe6t and love, thou art a gueft 
Unfrequent here— fay, wherefore haft thou come I 
Speak thy defire ; I grant it, if thou aflc 
Things poflible, and poffible to me. 
Stay not, but entering farther, at my board 
Due rites of hofpitality receive. 

So faying, the Goddefs with ambrofial food 
Her table cover'd, and with rofy juice 
Ne&areous charged the cup. Then ate and dranl; 
The Argicide and herald of the flues, 
And when, divinely banquetted, he felt 
His heart refrefh'd, his meflage thus declared* 

Qucfiioneft thou, a Goddefs, me a God I 
I tell thee truth, fince fucb is thy demand. 
Not willing, but by Jove conftrain'd, I com?. 
For who would, voluntary, fuch a breadth 
Enormous meafure of the fait expanfe, 
Where city none is feen in which the Gods 
Are ferv'd with qhofen hecatombs and pray'r ? 
But no divinity may the defigns 

imagine her confent to his departure and the means with which 
flie furnifhed him to conftrud his raft, the effefis of kindnefs merely* 
and hold himfelf everlaftingly indebted to her. — C. 

Elude, 



ODYSSEY V, tt*-i4fc * If 

Elude, or contravert, of Jove fiipreme. 
He faith, that here thou hold'ft the moft diflreft 
Of all thofe warriors who nine years afikit'd 
The city of Priam, and, (that city fack'd) 
Departed in the tenth ; but, going thence, 
Offended Pallas, who with adverfe winds 
Oppofed their voyage, and with boift rous waves* 
Then perilh'd all his gallant friends, but him 
JBUlows and ftorms drove hither ; Jove commands 
That thou difraifs him hence without delay, 
For fatp ordains him not to perifh here 
From all his friends remote, but he is doom'd 
To fee them yet again, and to arrive 
At his own palace in his native land, 

He faid ; divine Calypfo at the found 
Sh^dder'd, and in wing'd accents thus replied 

Ye are unjqft, ye Gods, and envious paft 
AH others, grudging if a Goddefs choofe 
A mortal hufband^ and avow the choice. 
Sq, when the rpfy-palmM Aurora chofe 
Orion, even in your bjeft abodes 
Ye refted not, till, in Ortygi% pieced 
JJy fair Diana's gentle (hafts he died. 
So when the beauteous Ceres, in a deep 
Tbriee-labour'd fallow, fway'd by foft defire, 

k 4 Infolded 
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Infolded young Iafion in her arms, 

Not long remain'd Jove ignorant, who fmote 

With his bright bolt and flew the favour'd fwain*# 

80 alfo, O ye Gods, ye envy rae 

The mortal man, my confort. Him I faved 

Myfelf, while folitary on his keel 

He rode, for with his fulph'rous arrow Jove 

Had cleft his bark amid the fable Deep. 

Then perifh'd all his gallant friends, but him 

Billows and dorms drove hither, whom I lov'd 

Sincere, and fondly deftin'd to a life 

Immortal, unobnoxious to decay. 

But fince no Deity may the defigns 

Elude or controvert of Jove fupremoi 

Hence with him to a death abhorr'd, if fuch 

The Sovereign's will and fuch his ftern command. 

But undifmifs'd he goes by me, who fhips 

Myfelf well-oar'd and mariners have none 

To fend with bim athwart the fpacious flood ; 

Yet will I counfel him, nor (hall he want 

* He was the f<ro of Jupiter and Eleft/a the daughter of Atlas, 
and by his amour with Ceres became the father of Plutus.— B. & C. 
This amour, however, was probably an allegorical one, as the Scho- 
Halt obferves, and the truth of his hiftory amounted to no, more 
than that he was a perfon fkilfal in agriculture, and profiting 
much by his art, grew rich in cgnfequence f — »C. 

Such 
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Such means of furth Vance to his native iile 
As my bell help can furnifh for his ufe. 

Then Hermes thus, the meflenger of heav'n. 
So fend him hence, and quickly, through reipecft 
, For the command of Jove ; whofe fiery wrath. 
If thou delay, thou may'ft, thy felf, incur. 

So faying, the dauntlefs Argicide withdrew, 
And {he (Jove's mandate heard) all-graceful went, 
Seeking the brave Ulyfles ; on the fhore 
She found him feated ; tears that never ceas'd 
His cheek bedew'd, and, fince the lovely nymph 
Had loft her powr to charm him, he refign'd 
All thought of blifs betides, and in the pangs 
Of hopelefs exile pafs'd his happieft hours. 
Yet, through conftraint, and liftlefs to return 
Her fond embraces, in her arch'd recefs 
He flept the night befide her, and, by day, 
Reclining on the rocks that lined the fhore, 
And viewing wiftfully the barren Deep, 
Wept, groan'd, defponded, figh'd, and wept again. 
Then, drawing near, thus fpake the nymph divine. 

Unhappy ! weep not here, nor life confume 
In anguifh ; go ; thou haft my glad confent 
Arife, and hewing from the trunks of trees 
Long planks, with bolts of iron form a raft 
Of needful breadth, which clpfely floor'd above, 

Shall 
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Shall hence convey thee o'er the gloomy Deep, 
Bread, water, and the red grape's cheering juice 
Myfclf will put on board, which (hall preferve 
Thy life from famine ; I will alfo give 
New raiment for thy limbs, and will difpatch 
Winds after thee to waft thee home unharnVd, 
If fuch the pleafure of the Gods who dwell 
In yonder boundlefs heav'n, to whom belongs 
Unerring (kill to judge, and not to me.. 

She fpake ; Ulyfies fhudder'd at the found, 
£nd thus th* afflifted Hero, quick, replied. 

Ah ! other thoughts than of my fafe return 
Employ thee, Goddefs, now, who bid* ft me pafs 
The perilous gulph of Ocean pn a raft, 
That wild expanfe, which evpn gallant (hips 
Pafs not, though formed to cleave their way with cafe, 
And joyful in propitious wipds from Jove*, 
No — let me never, in ctefpite of thee, 
Embark on board a raft, nor till thou (wear, 
Oh Goddefs ! the inviplable oath, 
That future mifchicf thou intend'ft me none. 

He faid; Calypfo, beauteous Goddefs, ftroak'd 



* 'AyaMtoptyof. Homer, as Ariftotle has obferved, frequently 
afcribes life to inanimate things, and enduej them with a meta- 
phorical fenfibility.— C. 

His 
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His wan, wet cheek, and, fmiling, thus replied. , 

Thou doft afperfe me rudely, and e*cu& 
Of ignorance haft none, far better taught ; 
What words were tbefe ? How could'ii thou thus reply? 
Now hear me Earth, and the wide Heav'n above ! 
Hear, too, ye waters of the Stygian dream 
Under the earth, (by which the blefled Gods 
Swear trembling, and revere the awful oath 1) 
That future mifchief I intend thee none*. 
No, my defigns concerning thee are fuch 
As, in an exigence refembling thine, 
Myfelf, moft fure, Ihould for myfelf conceive. 
I have a mind more equal, not of fteel 
My heart is form'd, : but much to pity inclined* 
So faying, the lovely Goddefs with fwift pace 
X»e4 ori 9 whofe footfteps he as fwift purfued. 
Within the vaulted cavern they arrived* 
The Gfoddefs and the man ; on the ffcme throne 
Ulyfles fat, whence Hermes had arisen, 
Where all refrefhments, fuch as mortals ufe, 
Calypfo placed before him, drink and meats 

# The water of Styx, according to Paufanias, dripped from * 
fountain near to Nonacris a town of Arcadia, and fell into the 
hollow of a lofty rock through which it parted into the rivet 
£fatis. He addsthaut was fatal to every animal that drank it.— C. 

or 
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Of various kinds, then, oppofite repofed, 
Was ferved, herfelf, by her attendant train 
With ne&ar and ambrofia. They their hands 
Stretch'd forth together to the ready feaft, 
And when nor hunger more nor third remained 
Unfated, thus the beauteous nymph began. 

Laertes godlike fon, for wiles rcnown'd I 
Can'ft tbou refolvc thus fuddenly to feek 
Thy native (hores ? — I wifh thee, not the lefs, 
All joy — but knew'ft thou to what num'rous woes 
Thy fate ordains thee, in thy voyage hence, 
This calm retirement and immortal life 
Enjoy'd with me, would win thee to remain, 
Ardent and ceafelcfs as thy wifhes are 
To fee Penelope ; for, whether face 
Or form engage thee, well may I prefume 
Mine fcarce inferiour, fincc immortal charms, 
Compared with mortal merely, muft excel. 

To whom Ulyfles, ever-wife, replied. 
Dread Goddefs ! bear with me. ,Myfelf, I know 
That my Penelope, alike, in form 
And ftature altogether yields to thee, 
For fhe is mortal, and immortal thou, 
From age exempt ; yet not the lefs I wifl* 
My native home, and languifh till the day 



That 
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That fees my fafe arrival, (hall arife. 

But (hould fome God amid the fable Deep 

Dafti me again into a wreck, my loul 

Shall never, ev'n for fuch a caufc, renounce 

Her wonted fortitude ; for I have borne 

In ftorms and battle much ; now, therefore, come 

This evil alfo, following all the reft * ! 

He ended, and the finking fun refign'd 
The earth to darknefe. Then in a recefs 
Interiour of the cavern, fide by fide 
Repofed, they took their amorous delight 
But when Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 
: Look'd roiy forth, Ulyfles then in hafte 
Put on his veft and mantle, and, the nymph 
Her fnowy vefture of tranfparent woof, 
Graceful, redundant ; to her waift (he bound 
"Her golden zone, and veil'd her beauteous head, 



* Maximus Tyrius confidcrs the refufal of Ulyfles to become im- 
mortal, exempt from all infirmity, and to dwell for ever with Ca- 
lypfo attended by beautiful Nymphs and enjoying perpetual plea- 
fare, as an argument that he was of a dull and grofs nature, and (o 
deftitute of all virtue, that but for his misfortunes and fufferings he 
would foon be utterly forgotten,— C. But furely he inverts the con- 
clnfion which the premifes naturally fugged ; and the hero may much 
more jttflly be faid, when he prefers the barren Ithaca, becaufe it is 
his proper home, to the delightful ifland of Calypfo, to exhibit 
proof of the moft confummate virtue. There feems no rcafon to doubt 
that Homer defigned it as his highefl eulogium. 

Then, 
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then, mufing, plann'd the ndbie CbkT« return. 

She gave him, fitted to the grsfp, an axe 

Of iron, pond'rous, double edg'd, with haft 

Of olive-wood, Inferted firm* and wrought 

With curious art. Then, placing in his hand 

A polifh'd adze, (he led, herfei£ the way 

To her ifle's utmoft verge, where loftieft flood 

The alder, poplar, and cloud-piercing fir* 

Though faplefs, found, and fitteft for his ufe 

As buoyant mod. To that once verdant grove 

His fteps, the beauteous Nymph Calypfo led* 

And fought her home again * Then flept not He, 

But, fwinging with both hands the axe, his talk 

Soon finifliM ; trees full twenty to the ground 

He caft, which, dext'rous, with his adze he fmooth'd, 

The knotted furface chipping by a line. 

Mean-time the lovely Goddefs to his aid 

Sharp augres brought, with which he bored the beams, 

Then placed them fide by fide, adapting each 

To other, and the feams with wadding clofed *. 

Broad as an artift, fkill'd in naval works, 

The bottom of a (hip of burthen fpreads, 

* This, according to Euftathias, is the probable meaning of 
dppQnycriv apnftu He fuppofes the afjxouD to be a fort of tow made 
from vegetables, and applied by the antients to naval ufes, as hemp 
among us»— -C. 

Such 
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Such brtodth Ulyfles to his raft aflign'd. 
He deckM her over with Jong planks, upborn 
On mafly beams ; He made the maft, to which 
He added fuitable the yard ; — he framed 
Rudder and helm to regulate her courfe, 
With wicker-work he border'd all her length 
For fafety, and much ballaft ftow'd within. 
Mean-time, Calypfo brought him for a fail 
Fitted materials, which he alfo (haped, 
And to his fail due furniture annex'd 
Of cordage ftrong, foot-ropes and ropes aloft, 
Then heav'd her down with levers to the Deep. 
He finifh'd all his work on the fourth day, 
And on the fifth, Calypfo, nymph divine, 
Difmifs'd him from her ifle, but laved him firll, 
And cloth'd him in fweet-fcented garments new* 
Two fkins the Goddefs alio placed on board, 
One charg d with crimfon wine, and ampler one 
With water ; nor a bag with food replete 
Forgot, nutritious, grateful to the tafte, 
Nor yet, her lateft gift, a gentle gale 
And manageable, which Ulyfles fpread, 
Exulting, all his canvas to receive. 
Befide the helm he fat, fleering expert. 
Nor fleep fell ever on his eyes that wateh'd 
Intent the Pleiads, tardy in decline 

Bootes, 
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Bootes, and the Bear, calPd elfe the Wain, 
Which, in his polar prifon circling, looks 
Direct toward Orion, and alone 
Of thefe finks never to the briny Deep V 
That ftar the lovely Goddefs bade him hold 
Continual on his left through all his courfe. 
Ten days and fev'n, he, navigating, cleav'd' 
The brine, and on the eighteenth day, at length 
The (hadowy mountains of Phaeacia's land 
Defcried, where neareft to his courfe it lay 
Like a broad buckler on the waves afloat. 

But Neptune, traverfing, in his return 
From ^Ethiopia's fons, the mountain-heights 
Of Solym£, defcried him from afar 
Born on the fmooth expanfe + . His fiery wrath 
Redoubling at the fight, his brows he fhook, 
And thus within himfelf, indignant, fpake. 

So then — while I with ^Ethiopia's fons 
Have dwelt fecure, Ulyfles, as it feems, 
Hath found the Gods lefs adverfe. He beholds 
Phseacia nigh, where he is doom'd to leap 

• That Homer had an accurate knowledge of aftronomy, fays 
Dionyfius Hal. is evident, and if he has not given us in his poems 
the wholy theory of the heavens, as Arams, or any other profefled 
aftronomer may have done, it is only becaufe his fubjedl did not call 
him to it.— C. 

f The Solymi were a people on the confines of Lycia. Their 
country was alfo called Pifidia.— C. 

The 
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The bound* ry of his woes ; yet fucb diftrefs 
As I can caufe, he (hall not want the while. 

He fpake, and grafping his huge trident, call'd * 
Storms from all quarters, covering earth and fea 
Withblackeftclouds,andnightrufhMdownfromheav*iv 
The Eaft, the South, the heavy-blowing Weft, 
And the cold North-wind clear, aflaii'd at once 
The raft, and heav'd on high the billowy flood. 
All hope, all courage, in that moment, loft, 
The Hero thus within himfelf complained. 

Wretch that I am, what deftmy at laft 
Attends me ! much I fear the'Goddefs' words 
All true, which threaten 'd me with num'rous ills 
On the wide fea, ere I (hould reach my home. 
Behold them all fulfilled ! with what a ftorm 
Jove hangs the heay'ns, and agitates the Deep ! 
Swift comes the tempeft on ; the gather d winds 
All rage at once, and there is no cfcape. 
Thrice bleft, and more than thrice, Achaia's Ions 
At Jlium (lain for the Atridas' fake ! 
Oh that contending with the Trojan hod: 
For flain Achilles, when a thouiand fpears 
Aflaii'd me, I had died ! Achaia's fons 
Had then, with founding (Welds, and folemn march, 
And drains funereal compafs'd me around, 
Whom ruthlefs Fate now dooms to perifti here. 

tol. w. l A billow, 
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A billow, at that word, with dreadful fweep 
RolFd o'er his head, and whirled the raft around. 
Dafh'd from the fteerage o'er the veflel's fide, 
He plunged remote ; the guft df mingling winds 
Snapped fhort the mart, and fail and fail-yard bore 
Afar into the Deep. Long time beneath 
The whelming waves he lay, nor could emerge 
With fudden force, for furious was the fhock, * 
And his apparel, fair Calypfo's gift, 
Opprefs'd him forely ; but, at length, he rofe, 
And, riling, fpatter'd from his lips the brine 
Which trickling lfeft his brows in many a ftream* 
Nor, though diftrefs'd, unmindful to regain 
His raft was he, but, buffeting the waves 
Purfued, and, wellnigh at his dying gafp 
Recover'd it, and in the centre fat. 
She, by the billows tofe'd, at random rolPd. 
As when, in autumn, Boreas o'er the j^ain 
Before him drives a mafs of matted thorns, 
They, tangled, to each other clofe adhere, • 

So her the winds drove wild about the Deep. 
By turns, the South confign'd her, as in fport, 
To the rude North-wind, and the Weft, by turns, 
Received her from the intermitting Eaft. 
Him Cadmus' daughter, Ino named of old, 
But now Leucothea, faw. She* lovely Nymph, 

Orice 
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Once mortal, trod the ground*, but in the gulphs 
Of Ocean (hares immortal honours now. 
Her pity, tempeft-tofs'd and worn with toil 
Ulyfies moved, and in a fea-mew's form 
Emerging, with broad wing (he fkimm'd the waves, * 
And perching on the raft, him thus addrefs'd. 

Alas ! unhappy ! how haft thou incenfed 
So terribly the Shaker of the fhores, 
That he purfues thee with fuch num'rous ills ? 
Sink thee he cannot, with it as he may. 
Thus do (for I account thee not unwife) 
Thy garments putting off, let drive thy raft 
As the winds will ; then, fwimming, drive to reach 
Phaeacia, where thy doom is to efcape. 
Take this. This riband bind beneath thy bread, 
Celeftial texture. Thenceforth every fear 
Of death difmifs, and, laying once thy hands 
On the firm continent, unbind the zone, 
Which thou (halt caft far diftant from the fhore 
Into the Deep ; but turn thy face away. 

So faying, the Goddefs gave into his hand 
The wond'rous zone, and, fea-mew ftill in form, 
Plunged from his fight beneath the rolling flood. 
But ftill th' affli&ed hero fat perplex'd, 

• The Tranflator finding himfclf free to choofe between ivbtv+m 
and *hiff**% has preferred the latter. 

l 2 And 
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And with his noble heart thus communed fad* 

Alas ! This counfcl to forfake the raft— 
1 fear it — left fome Deity defign 
Another fnare for me ; nor (hall I yield 
Obedience foon ; for X beheld the land 
Of my foretold deliv'rance far remote. 
Thus, therefore, will I do, for fuch appears 
My wifer courfe. While yet the planks fuftain 
This tempeft undisjoin'd, I will abide 
A fufFrer on the raft ; but when the waves 
Shall once have (hatter' d it, I will effay 
This girdle then — my ible expedient left. 
While thus he raufed, the God of ocean heav'd 
A mountainous and overwhelming wave 
And hurl'd it at the raft. As when the wind 
Tempeftuous, falling on fome i\ubble-heap, 
The arid ftraws difperfes ev'ry way, 
So flew the timbers. He, a fingle beam 
Bcftriding, oar d it onward with his feet, 
As he had urged an horfe. Then putting off 
Calypfo's gift, his drench'd attire, he bound 
His girdle on, and prone into the lea 
With wide-fpread palms prepared for fwimming, fell. 
The God of ocean eyed him ; in difdain 
He (hook his brows, and in his heart he laid, 
Thus, fuffnng many mis'ries roam the flood, 

Till 
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Till thou (halt mingle with a race of men 
Heav'n's fpecial favourites ; yet even there 
Fear not that thou (halt feel thy forrows light. 

He faidj and fcourging hia bright fteeds, arrived 
At JEg&, where his glorious palace {lands \ 

But other thoughts Minerva's mind employed 
Jove's daughter ; binding ev'ry wind befide, 
She luird them, and enjoin'd them all to fleep, 
But roufed fwift Boreas* and the billows bads 
Subfide before him, till the noble Chief, 
From death delivered and the grafp of fate, 
Should mingle with Phseacia's fons, fecurc. 

Two nights of terrour and two dreadful days 
Bewildered in the Deep, and many a time 
Foreboding death, he roam'd; but when, at length, 
The third bright morn appear'd, the wind, afluaged, 
Blew foftly, and a breathlefs calm enfued. 
Then, calling from a billow's height a look 
Of anxious heed, he (aw Phaeacia nigh. 

Precious as to his children feems the life 
Of fome fond father, who h&th long endured 
His adverfe demon's rage, by flow difeafe 
And ceafelefs anguiih wafted, till the Gods 
Difpel at length their fears, and he revives, 

* An ifjand in front of Eubcea, (acred to Neptune.-^B. & C. 

L3 So 
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So grateful to Ulyfles* fight appeared 
Forefts and hills. Impatient with his feet 
To prefs the fhore, he fwam ; but when within 
Such diftance as a fhout may reach, he came, 
The thunder of the fea againft the rocks 
Then fmote his ear ; for hoarfe the billows roarM 
On the firm land, belch'd horrible abroad,* 
And the fait fpray dimm'd all things to his view. 
For neithfer port for (hips nor fhelt'ring cove 
Was there, but the rude coaft a headland bluff 
Prefented, rocks and craggy maileshuge. 
All hope and ftrength then failing him, he heav'd 
A deep long groan, and in his heart he faid— 
Alas ! though Jove hath given me to behold, 
Unhoped, the land again, and I have pafs'd, 
Fuitowing my way, thefe numVous waves, there feems 
No egrefs from the hoary flood for me. 
Sharp flones hem in the waters ; wild the furge 
Raves everywhere ; and fmooth the rocks arife ; 
Deep alfo is the fhore, on which my feet 
No (landing gain, or chance of fafe efcape. 
What if fome billow catch me from the Deep 
Emerging, and againfl the pointed rocks 
Dafh me conflicting with its force in vain ? 
But fhould I, fwimming, trace the coafl in fearch 
Of Hoping beach, haven or fhelter'd creek, 

I fear 
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I fear left, groaning, I be fnatch'd again 
By ftormy gufts into the filhy Deep, 
Or left fome monfter of the flood receive 
Command to feize me, of the many fuch 
By the illuflrious Amphitrite bred ; 
For that the mighty Shaker of the fliores 
Hates me implacable, too well I know. 

While fuch difcourfe within himfelf he held, 
A huge wave heav'd him on the rugged coafl, 
Where flay'd his flefh bad been, and all his bones 
Broken together, but for the infufed 
Good counfcl of Minerva azure-eyed* 
With both hands fuddenly he feized the rock, 
And, groaning, clench'd it till the billow pafs'd. 
So baffled he that wave ; but yet again 
The refluent flood rufh'd on him, and with force 
Refifilefs dafh'd him far into the fea. 
As when the Polypus, enforced, forfafces 
His rough recefs, in his contra&ed claws 
He gripes the pebbles, ftill, to which he clung, 
So he, within his lacerated grafp 
The crumbled ftone retained, when from his hold 
The huge wave forced him, and he fank again. 
Then had not Fate herfelf prevailed to faye 
Haplefs Ulyflcs, but that he purfued, 
Admonifh'd by the Goddefs mod his friend > 

l 4 Acourfe 
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A courfc moce prudent \ From the foamy flood 
Emerging, where the billows da(h'd the (hore, 
He fwam behind them, with a landward look 
For fome fefe flicker open'd by the waves. 
But when, ftill fwimrjiing, to the mouth he came 
Of a fmooth-fliding river, there he deem'd 
Safeft th' afcent, for it was undeform'd 
By rocks^ and fhelterM clofe from ev'ry wind. 
He felt the current, and thus, ardent, prayM. 

Oh King ! whatever thy name, whofe welcome courier 
Efcaping Neptune's menaces, I reach, 
Propitious hear my pray'r ! the Gods themfelves 
Refpedl the fugitive forlorn as I, 
Who now, long-time a fuffVer, firft behold 
Thy gentle ftream, and feek tby gracious aid. 
Oh hear thy fuppliant I Pity my diftrefs ! 

He faid ; the river-God at once reprefs'd 



* Plutarch vindicating Homer againft fome who charged him with 
making mere machines of his heroes, who, as they alleged, perform 
arduous and incredible things not by efforts and exertions of their 
own, but by a divine irreiiftible impolfe, obferves that on new and 
extraordinary emergencies, fuch as demand uncommon animation 
and exertion, the poet does not introduce his Deities to fuperfede, 
but merely to direct the will, not to force into action, but to fuggeft 
fuch ideas as may determine the agent, and by the effect, of which 
he moves, not neceflarily, but rationally and from a principle of 
free choice, with the additional advantage of frefh hope and 
courage.— C. 

His 
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His current, and it ceas'd ; then fmooth he made 

The way before Ulyfles, and the land 

Vouchfafed him eafy at his channel's mouth. 

There, once again he bent for eafe his limbs ' 

Both arms and knees, in conflict with the floods 

Exhaufted ; fwoln his body was all o'er, 

And from his mouth and noftrils ftream'd the brine*. 

Breathleft and fpeechlefs, and of life wellnigh 

Bereft he lay, through dreadful toil immenfe. 

But when, revived, his diffipated pow'rs 

He recollected, loofing from beneath 

His breaft the zone divine, he caft it far 

Into the brackifh flream, and a huge wave 

Returning bore it downward to the fea, 

Where Ino caught it f . Then, the river's brink 

Abandoning, among the ruihes prone 

He lay, kifs'd oft the foil, and fighing, faid, 

• In the judgment of Euftathins Ulyfles bends hit limbs for a 
philofophical reafon, and left the mufcles having been kept on the 
ftretch many days, his limbs fhould become ftiff and ufelef*. Bat 
Dacier thinking the hero at prefent in no condition to philofophize* 
fuppofes rather that he let rail his limbs through wearinefs. Clarke 
however obferves juftly that to lit fall is by no means the fenfe of 
txapli, and underftands therefore that he bent his legs and his 
arms, not philofophically, but fimply to relieve them. 

f The poet takes no notice of his obedience to the command of 
Ino to turn his nee another way when he would caft the zone into 
the water, but leaves us to take it for granted that the ceremony 
was not neglefted. 

Ah 
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Ah mc ! what fuff 'rings mud I now fuflain, 
What doom, at laft, awaits me ? Should I watch 
The long fad night befidc the river's brink, 
I fear left fpiritlefs and ovcrtoil'd 
I perifh by the froft and chilling dews, 
For cold o'er water comes the morning air. 
But fhould I reach yon dufky woods that crown 
Thefe Hoping hills, and make my couch beneath 
Their thickeft boughs, if even there, at eafe, 
Repofing and from cold fecure, I yield 
To fleep's foft influence, may I not be torn 
By fome voracious prowler of the wild ? 

Long time he mufed, but, at the laft, his courfe 
Bent to the woods, which near the river-fide 
He faw, ehcompafs'd by an open lawn. 
Arrived, between two neighbour throbs he crept, 
Both olives, this the fruitful, that the wild ; 
A covert, which nor rough winds blowing moift 
Could penetrate, nor could the noon-day fun 
Smite through it, or unceafing (how'rs pervade, 
So thick a roof the ample branches form'd 
Clofc interwoven ; under thefe the Chief 
Retiring, with induftrious hands amafs'd 
An ample couch, for fallen leaves he found 
Abundant there, fucb (tore as had fiifficed 
Two travellers or three for covVing warm, 

Though 
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Though winter's rougheft blaftshad rag'd the while. 

That bed with joy the fuff'ring Chief renown'd 

Contemplated, and occupying foon 

The middle fpace, heap'd higher ftill the leaves. 

As when fome Twain hath hidden deep his torch 

Beneath the embers, at the verge extreme 

Ofall his farm, where, having neighbours none* 

He faves a feed or two of future flame 

Alive, doom'd elfe to fetch it from afar, 

So with dry leaves Ulyfles overfpread 

His body, on whofe eyes Minerva pour*d 

The balm of ileep, and eager to reftore 

His wafted ftrength, foon clofed their weary lids *. 

• Homer (ays rwiffm vvfa, and Virgil after bxm—fmi»aJlamm*.-mC* 
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Minerva dcfigning an interview between the daughter of AleinoSs 
and Ulyfles, admonUhes her in a dream to carry down her clothe* 
to the river, that (he may warn them, and make them ready for 
her approaching nuptials* That talk performed, the Princeis and 
her train aorafe themfdves with play ; by accident they awake 
Ulyfles ; he comes forth from the wood, and applies himfelf with ' 
much addrets to Nauficaa, who compaffionating his diftrefled coo. 
dition, and being much afle&ed by the dignity of his appearance* 
intercftt herielf in his favour, and condo&s him to the city. 



BOOK VL 

While thus by deep and wearinefs fubdued. 
The brave Ulyfles lay, Minerva fought 
The city of Phaeacia \ In old time 
Phaeacia's fons poflefs'd the fruitful plains 



# Ic is a remark of Euftathios that the poet, having laid Ulyfles 
afleep, interweaves with his fubjed this Aiort hifory of the firft 
Phxacians, merely to enliven his matter, and to relieve it from an 
appearance of famenefs.— C. 

Of 
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Of Hypereia, bord'ring on the fierce 

Cyclopean race, from whofe fuperiour might 

They fufFer'd numerous wrongs. At length arofe 

Godlike Naufithoiis ; he, their leader thence, 

In Scheria placed them, an unneighbour'd ifle f 

And far from all refort of bufy man. 

He circled round their city with a wall, 

Their houfes, and the temples of the Gods 

He built, and made divifion of the foil. 

But, vi&im of his fate, in Hades dwelt 

Naufithoiis now, and, in his ft cad, endued 

With wifdom by the Gods, Alcinous reign'd. 

To his abode Minerva azure-eyed 

Repaired, neglecting nought which might advance 

Magnanimous Ulyfles* fafe return. 

She (ought the fumptuous chamber where, in form 

And feature perfe& as the Gods, the young 

Nauiicaa, daughter of the King, repofed. 

Fail by the pillars of the portal lay 

Two damfels, one on either fide, adorn'd 

By all the Graces, and the doors were (hut. 

Soft as a breathing air, (he dole toward 

The virgin's couch, and, (landing at her bead 

In form of her companion dearly loved 

The daughter of a mariner reno wn'd 

For fkill and courage, Dymas, thus began. 

1 Nauficaa ! 
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Nauficaa! wherefore bath thy mother borne 
A child fo negligent ? Thy garments (hare, 
Thy moft magnificent, no thought of thine* 
Yet thou muft many foon, and muft provide 
Robes for tbyfelf, and for thy nuptial train *. 
Thy fame, on thcfe concerns, and honour fiand ; 
Thefe managed well, thy parents (hall rejoice. 
The dawn appearing, let us to the place 
Of wafting* where thy work-mate I will be 
For fpeedier riddance of thy talk, fincefoon 
The days of thy virginity (hall end ; 
For tbou art woo'd already by the prime 
Of all Phaeacia, country of tby births 
Come then — folicit at the dawn of day 
Thy royal father, that he (end thee forth 
With mules and carriage for conveyance hence 
Of thy bcft robes, thy mantles and thy zones. 
Thus, more commodioufly thou {halt perform 
The journey, for the cifterns lie remote. 

So faying, the Goddefs ceased, and fought at once 
Olympus, by repute th* eternal feat 
Of the ethereal Pow'rs, which never ftorras 
Difturb, rains drench; or fnow invades, but calm 



* It is (aid to hare bees the cuftom for the feiide to forniih th* 
friends of the bridegroom with the apparel k which it was proper, 
that they fhould attend the nuptials-— C. 

4 The 
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The expanfe and cloudlefi (hines with pureft day. 
There the inhabitants divine rejoice 
For ever, and, the damfel thus advifed, 
Thither the blue-eyed Deity repaired*. 

Now came bright-charioted Aurora forth 
And waken'd fair Nauficaa ; (he her dream 
RememberM wond'ring, and her parents fought 
Anxious to tell them. Them (he found within. 
Befide the hearth her royal mother fat, 
Spinning foft fleeces with fea-purple dyed 
Among her menial maidens ; but (he met 
Her father, whom the Nobles of the land 
Had fummon'd, ifliiing abroad to join 
The Illuftrious Chiefs in council. At his fide 
iShe flood, and thus her filial fuit preferred. 

Sir + ! wilt thou lend me of the royal wains 
A fumpter-carriage ? for our coftly robes 
All fullied now, the cleanfing.ftream require; 
And thine, efpecially, when thou appear'ft 
fa council with the princes of the land, 

# Ariftotle, giving the etymology of Olympus, derives It from 
ItekapKvis—aH-fplendid. For it is a region, he fays, exempt ftoim 
dbfeurity, and fccure from thofe irregular commotions wjuca fkoram 
and various other caufes produce below* — C» 

f In the Original, (he calls him, pappa ! a more natural ftile of 
addrefs, and more endearing. But antient as this appellative is, 14 
is alio fo familiar in modern ufe, that the Translator feared to hazard 
it. 

Had 
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Had need be pure. Thy Ions are alfo five, 
Two wedded, and the reft of age to wed, 
Who go not to the dance unlefs adorn'd 
With frefh attire — all which is my concern. 

So fpake Nauficaa ; for (he dared not name 
Her own glad nuptials to her father's ear, 
Who, confcious yet of all her drift, replied. 

.1 grudge thee neither mules, my child, nor aught 
That thou canft afk befide. Go, and my train 
Shall furnifti thee a fumpter-carriage forth 
High-built, ftrong-wheePd, and of capacious fuse. 

So faying, he ifliied his command, whom quick 
His grooms obey'd. They in the court prepared 
The fumpter-carriage, and adjoin'd the mules. 
And now the virgin from her chamber, charged 
With raiment, came, which on the car (he placed, 
And in the carriage-cheft, mean-time, the Queen, 
Her mother, viands of all flavours heap'd, 
And filled a goatikin with delicious wine. 
This done, the datnfel mounted, but received 
For un&ion of herfelf and of her maids 
/From the Queen's hand a golden cruifc of oil 
Ere yet ftie went. Then, feizing on the fcourge 
And on the fplendid reins, (he laih'd the mules. 
They, {training, ftampM the foil, hard tafk'd to draw 
Princeft and raiment both ; nor fole (he went, 

But 



ODYSSEY VI. ioo-iioj l6l 

But others alfo, maidens of her train *. 

At the delightful rivulet arrived 

Where thofe perennial cifterns were prepared 

With pureft cryftal of the fountain fed 

Profufe, fufficient for the deepeft ftains, 

Loofing the mules, they drove them forth to browfe 

On thfe fweet herb befide the dimpled flood. 

Lightening the carriage, next, they bore in hand 

The garments down to the unfullied wave, 

And thruft them heapM into the pools, their talk 

Difpatching brifk, and with an emulous hafte. 

When all were purified, and neither fpot 

Could be perceived or blemifti more, they fprqad 

The raiment orderly along the beach 

Where dafhing tides had cleanfed the pebbles moft, 

And laving, next, and fmoothing o'er with oil 

Their limbs, all feated on the river's bank, 

They took repaft, while ftretch'd the garments lay 

In noon-day fervour of the fun, to dry. 

Their hunger fatisfied, at once arofe 

The miftrefs and her train, and putting off 



• Paufanias fays there was an antient picture to be feen in his 
time, reprefenting two virgins drawn by males, one holding the 
reins, the other attired in a veil. They were fuppofed to be Nau- 
ficaa and her maid driving to the cifterns or canals where they 
wafhed their linen.— C. 

vol. in. m Their 
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Their head-attire, play'd wanton with the ball/ 
The princefs finging to her maids the while. 
As fhaft-arm'd Dian o'er the mountains moves,- 
Taygetus or Erymanth fublime, 
The wild boar chafing or the tim'rous deer, 
The rural nymphs, Jove's daughters, the delight 
Share alfo, and Latona's bofom fwells 
With lecret joy ; for though the Nymphs be fair, 
In Dian's fairer form and ftatelier mien 
The Goddefs (hines, apparent from afar, 
So, all her train, (he, virgin pure, excelled \ 
But when the hour of her departure thence 
Approach'd (the mules now yoked again, and all 
Her elegant apparel folded neat) 
Then Pallas means devifed from fleep to route 
Ulyfles, and to (how him, ere (he w.ent, 
His future fair condu&refs to the town. 
The Princefs cad the ball, but miffing Her 
At whom (he caft it, plunged it in the flood. 

• The reader, if he will confult Clarke, will find in his anno-* 
tations a carious extract from Gellius, in which he gives us the esti- 
mate made by Valerias Probus of the comparative merits of this 
fimile as it Hands in Homer with Virgil's imitation of it. The 
preference is given to Homer's, and for the bell reafons.— The ex* 
trad is too long to have place here. 

Taygetus was a mountain of Laconia, at fmall diftance from the 
fea, lofty and upright, and adjoined on its northern fide to the bot- 
tom of the Arcadian mountains. 

Loud 
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Loud rtiriek'd the damfels. Startled at the found 
Ulyfles fat ere<ft, and thus he mufed. 

AJi me ! what mortal race inhabit here f 
JRude are they, contumacious and unjuft ? 
Or hofpitable, and who fear the Gods? 
How piercing was that cry ! the voice it feem'd 
Of nymphs who wanton on aerial-heights, 
Befide clear fountains, or in grafly vales. 
Is this a neighbourhood of men endued 
With voice articulate ? But what avails 
Self-queftioning ? I will go forth and fee. 

So laying, divine Ulyfles from beneath 
His thicket crept, and from the leafy wood 
A Spreading branch pluckM forcibly, defign'd 
A decent fkreen efic&ual, held before. 
Like an huge mountain lion forth he went, 
Whom winds have vex'd and rains ; fire fills his eyes, 
And whether herds or flocks, or woodland deer 
He find, he reads them, and, adult for blood, 
Abftains not even from the guarded fold, 
Such fure to deem in virgin eyes, the Chief, 
All naked as he was, his covert left, 
Relu&ant, byneceflity conftrain'd. 
To them, with weeds and briny foam defiled 
All terrible he feem'd, and to the land's 

m 2 Remoteft 
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Remoteft points difpers'd at once they flew*.. 
Nauficaa alone fled not ; for her 
Pallas courageous made, and from her limbs,. 
By pow'r divine, all tremour took away. 
Firm fhe expe&ed him ; he doubtful flood. 
Or to implore the lovely maid, her knees 
Embracing, or, at diftance due, to afk 
In fuppliant terms apparel, and the boon 
Of guidance to the city where fhe dwelt. 
Him fo deliberating, moft, at length, 
This counfel pleas'd ; in fuppliant terms aloof 
To fue to her, left if he clafp'd her knees, 
The virgin (hould that bolder courfe refent. 
Then gentle, thus, and well-advifed he fpake. 

Oh Queen 1 thy earned fuppliant I approach. 
Art thou fome Goddefs, or of mortal race ? 
For if fome Goddefs, and from heaven arrived, 

* Some have deemed Ulyflcs fo lately exhaufted with fatigue no 
proper ftibjeft of companion with a lion. But Euftathius judges 
that the force of the companion confifts in the appearance he could 
not fail to make in the eyes of the timorous maidens, the attendants 
on Nauficaa* His ftrength, his bulk, the intrepidity wkh which 
he comes forth, are, in his opinion* by no means the circumftances 
which the poet means to illuftrate by the Simile, but their aftonifh- 
ment only, which was fuch that at the nrft glrmpfe of him they fled, 
as a flock of fheep, or as deer before a lion.— C. 

Polygnotus, we are told, made choice of this fcene for the fub- 
jeft of one of his paintings.-— C 

Then, 
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Then, Dfcn, daughter of all-powVful Jove 

I deem thee moil, for fuch as hers appear 

Thy form, thy ftature, and thy air divine. 

But, if, of mortal race, thou dwell below, 

Thrice happy then, thy parents I account, 

And happy thrice thy brethren. Ah ! the joy 

Which always, for thy iake, their bofoms fills, 

When thee they view, all lovely as thou art, 

Entering majeftic on the graceful dance. 

But him beyond all others bleft I deem, 

The youth, who, wealthier than his rich compeers, 

Shall win and lead thee to his honour' d home \ 

For never with thefe eyes a mortal form 

Beheld I comparable aught to thine, 

In man or woman. Wonder-rapt I gaze. 

Such erft, in Delos, I beheld a palm 

Befidethc altar of Apollo, tall, 

And growing ftill + ; (for thither too I fail'd* 



* Thus Euftathius interprets the expreffion— -"0* *• cr «&©»*•» fyi<r»< 
—The youth, fays he, who (hall furpafs his competitors in the mul- 
titude of his nuptial pre fen ts, and (hall therefore win thee. The 
word 0pt<r«c, he adds, is a metaphor taken from things that prepon- 
derate in the fcale.— C. 

f Cicero fays that the palm here mentioned by Ulyfles was mown 
as a curiofity in his time. It was fabled to have rifen fuddenly out 
of the ground for the ufe of Latona, that (he might fupport herfelf 
either by grafping or leaning againft it when fhe brought forth 
Apollo,— B. & C. 

m 3 And 
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And num'rous were my followers in a voyage 
Ordain'd my ruin) and as then I view'd 
That palm long time amazed, for never grew 
So (trait a (haft, fb lovely from the ground, 
So, Princefs ! thee with wonder I behold, 
Charm'd into fixt aftonifhment, by awe 
Alone forbidden to embrace thy knees, 
For I am one on whom much woe hath fall'n. 
Yefterday I efcaped (the twentieth day 
Of my diftrels by fea) the dreary Deep ; 
For, all thofe days, the waves and rapid ftonus 
Bore me along, impetuous, from the ifle 
Ogygia ; till at length the will of heav'n 
Call me, that I might alfo here fuftain 
Affli&ion, on your fliore ; for reft, I think, 
Is not for me. No. The immortal Gods 
Have much to accomplifh ere that day arrive. 
But, oh Queen, pity me ! who after long 
Calamities endured, of all who live 
Thee firft approach, nor mortal know befide 
Of the inhabitants of all the land* 
Shew me your city ; give me, although coarfe, 
Some covering (if coarfe covering thou canft give) 
And may the Gods thy largeft wilhes grant, 
Houfe, hulband, concord ! for of all the gifts 
Of heav'n, more precious none I deem, than peace 

Twixt 
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"1 wixt wedded pair, and union undiflblved ; 

Envy tonnents their enemies, but joy 

Fills ev'ry virtuous breaft, and moil their own *• 

To whom Nauficaa the fair replied. 
Stranger ! thou feem'ft not worthlefs or unwife. 
But Jove whofe (bv'reign hand to bad men oft 
Appoints the happier lot, to thee affigns 
Affliction, which thy part it is t 9 endure ; 
And fince the waves have cad thee on our ifle 
Nor garment thou (halt want, nor aught befide 
Due to a fuppliant gueft like thee forlorn. 
I will both fhow thee where our city ftands, 
And who dwell here. Phaeacia's fons poflefs 
This land ; but I am daughter of their King 
The brave Alcinoiis, on whofe fway depends 
For ftrength and wealth the whole Phaeacian race-. 

She faid, and to her beauteous maidens gave 
Inftant commandment— My attendants, flay I 
Why flee ye thus, and whither, from the fight 



• Phocylides, as quoted by Clarke, has beautifully expreffed 
the fame fentiment. 

■ Ti yeif i$vrt(w *«* afiior, 

*H otow ovfy* ywi tyorti) fix* yn'pao? a%pt, 
Ka» voa-H n *&«%?> f* 1 ^' ipnifri a»^« nixo$ ; 
What lovelier fpeclacle, than wedded pair 
Reciprocally kind from youth to age, 
And keeping ptrfedt concord to the laft ? 

m 4 Qf 
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Of a mere mortal ? Seems he in your eyes 
Some enemy of ours ? The heart beats not, 
Nor (hall it beat hereafter, which (hall come 
An enemy to the Phaeacian fhores, 
So dear to the immortal Gods are we. 
Remote, amid the billowy Deep, we hold 
Our dwelling, utmoft of all human-kind, 
And free from mixture with a foreign race. 
This man, a miferable wand'rer comes, 
Whom we are bound to cherifh, for the poor 
And* ftranger are from Jove, and trivial gifts 
To fuch are welcome. Bring ye therefore food 
And wine, my maidens, for the gueft's regale, 
And lave him where the ftream is fhelter'd mofh 

She fpake ; they flood, and by each other's words 
Encouraged, placed Ulyfles where the bank 
O'erhung the ftream, as fair Nauficaa bade, 
Daughter of King Alcinoiis the renown'd. 
Apparel alfo at his fide they fpread, 
Mantle and veft, and, next, the limpid oil 
Prefenting to him in the golden cruife, 
Exhorted him to bathe. The noble Chief 
Ulyfles then the maidens thus befpake. 

Ye maidens, ftand apart, that I may cleanfe, 
Myfelf, my fhoulders from the briny furf, 
And give them oil which they have wanted long. 

But 
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But in your prefence I bathe not, afliamed 
T'appcar uncovered in a woman's fight. 

He faid ; they went, and to Nauficaa told 
His anfwer ; then the Hero in the ftream 
His fhoulders laved and loins incrufted rough 
With the fait fpray, and with his hands the fcum 
Of the wild ocean from his locks exprefa'd*. 
Thus wafhM all over, and refrefh'd with oil, 
He put the garments on, Nauficaa s gift. 
Then Pallas, progeny of Jove, his form 
Dilated more, and from his head diffufed 
His curling locks like byacinthine flowers. 
As when fome artifi, by Minerva made 
And Vulcan wife to execute all talks 
Ingenious, binding with a golden verge 
Bright filver, finiflies a graceful work, 
Such grace the Goddefs o'er his ample cheft 
Copious diffufed, and o'er his manly brows. 
Retiring, on the beach he fat, with grace 
And dignity illumed, where, viewing him, 
The virgin Princefs with amazement mark'd 
His beauty, and her damfels thus befpake. 

* When a perfon newly emerged from the Tea (lands in the fun, 
the water is foon dried from his body by the heat, but the (aline 
particles condenfed will continue to adhere to his (kin, till they are 
wafhed away with a lotion of fome other kind*—- Plutarch Sympofiac. 
L. i. Problem 9.— C. 

My 
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My lovely maidens, Men to my voice t 
Not hated, (iire, by all above, this man 
Among Pbaeacia's godlike fons arrives* 
At firft I deemed bim of plebeian fort 
Difhonooiable, but he now aflumes 
A near refemblance to the Gods above. 
Ob that myfelf were his, and that he dwelt 
And would confent to dwell for ever here ! 
Give him, my maidens, food, and give him wine*. 

She (pake, at whofe command, her maidens placed 
With prompt alacrity both wine and food. 
Before Ulyfles; be rapacious ate 
And drank with eager lips, for he had lived 
From tafte of aliment long time eftranged. 

On other thoughts mean-time intent, her charge 
Of folded vefhnents neat the Princefs placed 
Within the royal wain, then yoked the mules, 
And to her feat herfelf amending, call'd 
Ulyfles to depart, and thus fhe fpake. 

Up, ftranger ! leek the city. I will' lead 

• If Nauficaa, now marriageable and expe&ing fbon to be 
married, prates thus to her maidens merely becaafe (he has, like 
Galypfo, conceived a paffion for the ftranger, her boldnefs and 
want of delicacy are much to be cenfured. But if, inferring his 
yank from his expreflion, and his good fenfe from his manner of ad* 
dreffing her, (he prefers an union with fuch a man, rather than 
with any of the ricn or the dancers of her own city, fhe is entitled 
then to our admiration. — Plutarch, de andiendis Poetis,— C. 

Thy 
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Thy fteps toward my royal Father's houfe, 
Where all Phaeacia's Nobles thou (halt fee. 
But thou (for I account thee not unwife) 
This courfe purfue. While through the fields we pate # 
And labours of the rural hind, fo long 
With my attendants follow fail the mules 
And fumpter-carriage. I will be thy guide. 
But, once the fummit gain'd, on which is built 
Our city with proud bulwarks fenced around, 
And laved on both fides by its plealant port 
Of narrow entrance, where our gallant barks 
lane all the road, each ftation'd in her place, 
And where, adjoining to the fplendid fane 
Of Neptune, ftands the forum with huge flones 
From quarries thither drawn, conftru&cd ftrong, 
In which the rigging of their barks they keep 
Sail-cloth and cordage, and make fmooth their oars ; 
(For bow and quiver the Phaeacian race 
Heed not, but mails and oars, and fhips well-poifed, 
With which exulting they divide the flood) 
Then, cautious, I would (hun their bitter taunts 
Difguftful, left they mock me as 1 pafs ; 
For of the meaner people fome are coarfe 
In the extreme, and it may chance that one, 
The bafeft there, (hall, feeing us, exclaim— 
What handfome ftranger of athletic form 

Attends 
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Attends the Princcfs ? Where had fhe the chance 
To find him ? We (hall fee them wedded foon. 
Either ihe hath received fome vagrant gueft 
From diftant lands, (for no land neighbours ours) 
Or fome Divinity for whom flie pined, 
And whofe embrace with ceafelefs pray'r (he fought 
Hath left the heav'ns to, be for ever hers. 
'Tis well if, fearching, (he have found at laft 
An hufband for herfelf, fince fhe accounts 
All her Phaeacian wooers nothing worth 
However noble. Thus Ihall 1 be fcorn'd *. 
And I (hould blame, myfelf, a virgin much, 
Who, heedlefs how fhe might difpleafe and grieve 
Her parents, were familiar with a man . 
Ere celebration of her fpoufal rites f • 



• It is well obferved by Euitathius, that this contrivance of 
Nauficaa to reveal to Ulyfles the love ihe felt for him by a fuppofed 
remark of another, is truly admirable. Had (he made the difcovery 
to him fpeaking in her own perfon, as he adds, her behaviour wonld 
have been infufferable. — C. Neither ought it to be forgotten that 
her morning- dream which fpoke her nuptials near, connected with the 
arrival of Ulyfles, would naturally feem. to her to point out him as 
the man to whom fhe was dedined. 

f Via fisf Mn» St <pv>^taai votoxXiiroic 6atar'fbo»0 a i > . 

Phocylides, 9ro»u/*« isOi-nx©*, ver. 203, — C» 

See that your virgin's chamber door (hut faft, 
Nor let her, till (he wed, be feen abroad. 

But 
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But mark me, ftranger ! following my advice, 
Thou fhalt the footier at my father's bands 
Obtain fafe conduct and conveyance home. 
Sacred to Pallas a delightful grove 
Of poplars fkirts the road, which we (hall reach 
Erelong ; within that grove a fountain flows. 
And meads encircle it; my father's farm 
Is there, and his luxuriant garden-plot ; 
A (bout might reach it from the city-walls. 
There wait, till in the town arrived, we gain 
My father's palace ; and when reafon bids 
Suppofe us there, then entering thou the town, 
Afk where Alcinoiis dwells, my valiant Sire. 
His hoiife is eafily difcern'd ; a child 
May lead thee to it ; for Phaeacia's fons 
Poflefs not houfes equalling in aught 
The manfion of Alcinoiis the King. 
Within the court arrived, with hafty fteps 
Advancing, paufe not till thou reach the Queen 
My mother ; flie before the blazing hearth 
And at a column's bafe, fits twitting wool 
Tinged with fea-purple, and behind her fit, 
Their taik a wond'rous web, her bufy maids. 
There alfo (lands my father's throne, on which 
Seated, he drinks and banquets like a God. 

Pafs 
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Pfcfs that ; then fuppliant clafp my mother's knee** 
So (halt thou quickly fee the joyful day 
Of thy return, though diftant far from home. 
Yes— if (he favour thee, thou may 'ft indulge 
The hope thenceforth to fee again thy friends, 
Thy manfion, and to tread thy native fhores. 

So faying, (he with her fplcndid fcourge the mules 
Lalh'd onward. They (the ftream foon left behind) 
With even footfteps graceful fmote the ground ; 
But fb fhe ruled them, managing with art 
The fcourge, as not to leave afar, although 
Following on foot, Ulyfles and her train. 
The fun had reaeb'd the Weft, when in that grove 
To Pallas confecrated they arrived, 
In which Ulyfles fat, and fervent thus 
Sued to the daughter of Jove aegis-arm'd. 

Daughter invincible of Jove fupreme t 
Oh, hear me I Hear me now, becaufe when erft 
The mighty Shaker of the fhores incenfed 
Tofs'd me from wave to wave, thou heard'ft me not. 
Grant me, among Phaeacia's fons, to find 
Benevolence and pity of my woes ! 

Hefpake, whofe pray V well-pleas'd theGoddefs heard* 
Yet would not, ere he reached his native home, 
Afford him open aid, through fear t'ofFend 

The 
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The Brother of her Sire # , who (till purfued 
Godlike Ulyfles with a boundlefs hate \ 



* Neptune. 

+ This is the fcnfc in which Barnes underftands the concluding 
lines of the book, and it feems the beft fenfe. Others conned w«pc 
w ?«&» **/<r$** with tinfapiX** pmatw, but they conned themfelves 
much move properly with wr* Qa'mr ««mw, for Neptune occafioned 
no impediment to the laft voyage of Ulyfles, from Phaeacia to Ithaca, 
and cannot therefore be faid to have perfecuted him till he arrived 
at home. 

According to this interpretation, the words 

■ aihf ycif £* 

'Amfy 'oho*, 

ihoold be endofed in a parenthefis. 



ARGU- 
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Or THE 

SEVENTH BOOK. 



Nanficaa returns from the river, whom Ulyfles follows. He halts, 
by her direction, at a fmall diftance from the palace, which at a 
convenient time he enters* He is well received by Alcinoiis and 
his Queen ; and having related to them the manner of his being 
call on the fhore of Scheria, and received from Alcinoiis the pro- 
mife of (afe conduit home, retires to reft* 



book vn. 

JbO pray'd Ulyfles in the grove ; mean-time 
Drawn by her fturdy mules the royal maid 
The city reach'd, and at her Father's houfe 
Magnificent arrived, the fumpter-wain 
Stopp'd in the veftibule ; her brothers five, 
All godlike youths, aflembling quick around, 
Rcleafed the mules, and bore the raiment in. 
Mean-time, to her own chamber fhe returned, 

4 Where. 
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Where, foon as (he arrived, an antient dame 

Eurymedufa, by peculiar charge 

Attendant on that fervice, kindled fire. 

Sea-rovers her had from Epirus brought 

Long fince, and to Alcinous fhe had fall'n 

By public gift, for that he governed all* 

Phaeacia, and as oft as he harangued 

The multitude, was rev'renced as a God \ 

She waited on the fair Nauficaa, fhe 

Her fuel kindled, and her food prepared. 

And now Ulyfles from his feat arofe 

To feek the city, whom his heav'nly friend 

Minerva in impenetrable mift 

Involved, left fome Phaeacian fliould infult 

His ear with queftions— Who, and whence were He ? . 

Then, when within few paces he arrived 

Of that fair city, meeting him, in form 

A little maid, bearing her pitcher forth, 

She flood before him, and the noble Chief, 

Unconfcious of the Goddefe thus enquired* 

Child ! wilt thou not cdndudt me to the houfe 
Of great Alcinous, Sovereign of the land ? 

• It is Clarke*! opinion that flic had neither besn captived in 
war (for the Ph*acians waged no wars) nor obtained by purchafe, 
but fei2ed by pirates according to the common pra&kc of thp 
Antients. 

VOL. UI. * For 
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For I arrive a ftranger here, forlorn* 

And from a diftant fhore, and all who dwell 

In all this country are unknown to me. 

To whom the Goddefs of the azure-eyes. 
My ftranger*friend 1 the manfion of thy fearch 
Myfelf will fhow thee ; for not diftant dwells 
Alcinoiis from my father's own abode : 
But hufli ! be filent — I will lead the way ; 
Mark no man ; queftion no man ; for the fight 
Of ft rangers is unufual here, and cold 
The welcome, by this people (hown to fuch *. 
They, trufting in fwift fhips, by the free grant 
Of Neptune traverfe his wide waters, borne 
As if on wings, or with the fpeed of thought. 

So fpake the Goddefs, and with nimble pace 
Led on, whofe footfteps he, as quick, purfucd. 
But ftill the feaman-throng through whom he pafs'd 
Perceiv'd him not ; Minerva, Goddefs dread, 
1 hat fight forbidding them, whofe eyes (he dimm'd 
With darknels (bed miraculous around 
Her fav'rite Chief. Ulyfles, wond'ring, mark'd 

* How comes it then to pafs that they are reprefented as fo ex. 
tremely hofpitable in ihe fequel ? Perhaps the vulgar only are in- 
tended in this defcription ; or more probably, as the Scholiaft ob- 
ferves, Minerva gives them this character to guard Ulyfles againft 
ihe danger of troublefome and impertinent enquiry, to which he 
would be expofed (hould he make any enquiries himfelfc— B. & C. 

Their 
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Their port, their fhips, their forum the refort 
Of Heroes, and their battlements fublime 
Fenced with {harp flakes around, a glorious fhow I 
But when the King's auguft abode he reach'd, 
Then Pallas thus inftrudted him again. 

My father ! thou beholdft the houfe to which 
Thou bad'ft me lead thee. Thou fhalt find our Chiefs 
And high-born Princes banquetting within. 
But enter fearing nought, for boldeft men 
Speed ever beft, come whencefoe'er they may *. 
Firft thou fhalt find the Queen, Areta named, 
pineal in her defcent is fhe from thofe 
Who gave Alcinous birth, her royal fpoufe. 
Neptune begat Naufithous, at the firft, 
On Peribaea, lovelieft of her fex, , 
Lateft-born daughter of Eurymedon, 
Heroic King of the proud giant race, 
Who, lofing all his impious people, fhared 
The fame dread fate himfelf. Her Neptune lov'd 
To whom (he bore a fon, the mighty prince 
Naufithous, King of the Phaeacian race. 
Naufithous himfelf two fons begat, 
Jthexenor and Alcinous. Phoebus flew 

• The fame fentiment is found in a fragment of Menander. 

The bed viaticum through life is courage.— -C. 

n 2 Khexenor 
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Rhexenor at bis home, a bridegroom yet, 

Who, father of no foil, one daughter left, 

Areta, wedded to Alcinous now, 

And whom the Sov'reign in fuch honour holds, 

As woman none enjoys of all the earth 

Whofe houfe is fubjedl to an hufband's pow'r*. 

Such honours have attended long, and ftill 

Attend her, from her children, from himfelf 

Alcinous, and from all Phaeacia's race, 

Who, gazing on her as (he were divine, 

Shout when fhe moves in progrels through the town. 

For (he no wifdom wants, but fits, herfel£ 

Arbitrefs of fuch contefts as arife 

Between her favorites, and decides aright *. 

• Alcinous therefore was the uncle of his wife, and we have 
feen more than one inftance in the Iliad of a man wedded to his 
niece. This double relationflrip was not uncommon among Ac 
Greecians.— B. 

f Barnes, referring his reader to Onomacritus and Apollonius 
Rhodius, gives the following inftance of Areta acting in her judicial 
capacity. When the ambafladors of JEeta, in the name of their 
mailer, demanded from Alcinous that his daughter Medea, who 
had forfaken him and fled to Phaeacia with Jafon, mould be re. 
ftored to him, and Alcinous was willing to comply, confidering 
the condition as a reasonable one, his Queen immediately inter- 
pofed this condition—If fhe were ftill a virgin, fhe might go ; 
otherwife me was Jafon's wife, and they ought not to be feparated* 
Jafon, being privately informed of the terms, inftantly qualified the 
fugitive to claim him as her hufband, and fhe was protected ac- 
cordingly. 

if 



ODYSSEY VII, ty-in. }8l 

If (he once favour thee, thou may'ft indulge # 

The hope, thenceforth, to fee again thy friends, 
Thy manfion, B and to tread thy native fhore. 
So faying, the Goddefs of the azure-eyes 
Fiym pleafant Scheria o'er the barren Deep 
Glided to Marathon, which left afar, 
In fpacious Athens (he arrived, and found, 
Beneath Ere&heus' glorious roof, her home*. 
Ulyfles, then, toward the palace moved 
Of King Alcinous, but immerfed in thought 
Stood, firft, and paufed, ere with his foot he prefs'd 
The brazen threihold ; for a light he faw 
As of the fun or moon illuming clear 
The palace of Pbaeacia's mighty King, 
Walls plated bright with brafs, on either fide 
Stretch'd from the portal to th' interiour houfe, 
With azure cornice crown 'd ; the doors were gold 
Which (hut the palace faft ; filver the pofts 
Rear'd on a brazen threihold, and above, 
The lintels, filver, architraved with gold. 
Maftiffs, in gold and filver, lined the approach 
On either fide, with art celeftial framed 
By Vulcan, guardians of Alcinous* gate 

* Marathon was a place (b named in Attica ; and when Pallas is 
faid to enter the houfe of Eredheus, the meaning is that {he entered 
her own temple, in which Eretfheas had his education.— B. & C. 

n x For 
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For ever, unobnoxious to decay \ 

Sheer from the threfhold to the inner houfe 

Fixt thrones the walls, through all their length, adorns, 

With mantles overfpread of fubtleft warp 

Tranfparent, work of many a female hand. 

On thefe the princes of Phaeacia fat 

Holding perpetual feafts, while golden youths 

On all the fumptuous altars Hood, their hands 

With burning torches charged, which, night by night, 

Shed radiance over all the fefiive throng. 

Full fifty female menials ferv'd the King 

In houfehold offices ; the rapid mills 

Thefe turning, pulverize the mellow'd grain, 

Thofe, feated orderly, the purple fleece 

Wind off, or ply the loom, reftlefs as leaves 

Of lofty poplars fluttering in the breeze ; 

Bright as with oil the new-wrought texture fhone*. 

Far as Phaeacian mariners all elfe 

Surpafs, the fwift (hip urging through the floods, 

• Some affirm that thefe maftives were given by Jano to Neptune 
as the price of his afMance againft Jupiter, and that from Neptune 
they had patted to Alcinoiis. — B. & C. 

•J- Katpocriw* F obonar dwo\» i&Tai vyfh fXaio»* 

Pope has given no tranflation of this line in the text of his work, 
but has tranflated it in a note, it is varioufly interpreted by com- 
mentators ; the fenfe which is here given of it is that recommended 
by Kuftathius, 

So 
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So far in tiflue-work the women pafs 
AH others, by Minerva's felf endow'd 
With richeft fancy and fuperiour (kill. 
Without the court, and to the gates adjoin'd 
A fpacious garden lay, fenced all around 
Secure, four acres meafuring complete. 
There grew luxuriant many a lofty tree, 
Pomegranate, pear, the apple bluihing bright, 
The honied fig, and un&uous olive fmooth. 
Thofe fruits, nor winter's cold nor fummer's heat 
Fear ever, fail not, wither not, but hang 
Perennial, while unceafing zephyr breathes 
Gently on all, enlarging thefe, and thofe 
Maturing geniaL; in an endlefs courfe 
Pears after pears to full dimenfions fwell, 
Figs follow figs, grapes clufTring grow again 
Where clufters grew, and (ev'ry apple ftript) 
The boughs foon tempt the gatherer as before* 
There too, well-rooted, and of fruit profufe, 
His vineyard grows ; part, wide-extended, bafks 
In the fun's beams ; the arid level glows ; 
In part they gather, and in part they tread 
The wine-prefs, while, before the eye, the grapes 
Here put their bloflbm forth, there, gather faft 
Their blacknefs. On the garden's verge extreme 

n 4 Flow'rs 
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Flow'rs of all hues (mile all the year, arranged 

With neateft art judicious, and amid 

The lovely fcene two fountains welling forth, 

One vifitSj into ev'ry part diffufed, 

The garden-ground, the other loft beneath 

The threfhold deals into the palace-court, 

Whence ev'ry citizen his vafe fupplies. 

Such were the ample bleffings on the houfe 
Of King Alcinous by the Gods beftow'd. 

Ulyfles wondYing flood, and when, at length, 
Silent he had the whole fair fcene admired, 
Enter' d with hafty ftep the royal gate. 
The Chiefs he found and Senators within 
Libation pouring to the vigilant fpy 
Mercurius, whom with wine they worihipp'd laft 
Of all the Gods, and at the hour of reft \ 
Ulyfles, circumfufed with thickeft Ihadcs 
By Pallas ftill, pafsM on, till he arrived 
Where King Alcinous and Areta fat. 
Around Areta's knees his arms he caft, 



* Becaufe Mercury gave flcep by the touch of his rod, and be- 
caufe he delivered his me flag cs in dreams and vifions of the night; 
bat chiefly, according to Plutarch, becaufe he of all the Gods was 
mod attentive to the difcourfe that pafled on convivial occafions* 
and moil concerned in the infpiration of fuch as was agreeable* — C# 

This laft libation wai called the 'AyaQS Aatpwc *opa.— B. 

And 
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And, in that moment, the myfterious cloud 
Which veiled his godlike form, all broke away. 
Amazement fcised the guefts ; in mute fufpenfe 
They eyed the Chief, who thus his fuit preferr'd. 

Areta, daughter of 4he Godlike Prince 
Rhexenor ! after numerous woes fuftain'd, 
Behold me here a fuppliant at thy knees, 
Imploring thee, the King, and thefe your guefts.,. 
(To whom heav'n grant abundance, and to leave 
Their children in pofleffion of the wealth 
And all the well-carn'd honours, now their own) 
That ye vouchfafe me fwift conveyance hence 
To my regretted home, which, tempeft-tofs'd 
And wretched, I have fought long time ip vain. 

Such fuit he made, and in the afhes fat 
At the hearth-fide ; they mute long time refnain'd, 
Till, at the laft, the antient Hero fpake 
Echeneus, eldeft of Phaeacia's fons, 
With eloquence beyond the reft endow'd, 
Rich in traditionary lore, and wife 
In all, who thus, benevolent, began. 

Not honourable to thyfelf, O King ! 
Is fuch a fight, a ftranger on the ground, 
Seated befide the hearth, and in the duft. 
Mean-time, thy guefis, expelling thy command* 
Move not ; thou therefore railing by his hand 

4 The 
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The fuppliant, lead him to a feat, and bid 
The heralds mingle wine, that we may pour 
Libation forth to thunder-bearing Jove, 
Dread guardian of the fuppliant {{ranger's rights \ 
Then bid the fewer fpread for his regale 
A plenteous board, with viands now within. 

Soon as thofe words Alcinoiis heard, the King, 
Upraifing by his hand the prudent Chief 
Ulyfles from the hearth, he made him fit 
On a bright throne, difplacing for his fake 
Laodamas his fon, the virtuous youth 
Who fat bcfide him, and whom moft he lov'd. 
And now, a maiden charg'd with golden ew'r 
And with an argent laver, pouring, firft, 
Pure water on his bands, before him placed 
A polifh'd table, which the matron, charged 
With fervice of the guefts, with bread fupplied 
And viands largely, from her prefent (lores *• 
Then ate the Hero toil-inured, and drank, 
And to his herald thus Alcinoiis fpake. 

Pontonoiis ! mingle wine, and bear it round 
To ev'ry gueft in turn, that we may pour 

* It is remarked that Ulyfles in this poem waflies his hands ere 
he eats, which neither he nor any other hero does in the Iliad. 
The reafon of the difference, fays Athenseus, is, that in the Odyf- 
fey we have the cuftoms that belonged to a time of peace, when 
there was leiCire for neatnefs and felf-indulgence.— C* 

To 
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To thunder-bearer Jove, the Granger's friend. 
And guardian of the fuppliant's facred rights. 

He ended, and Pontonoiis, as be bade, 
Mingling delicious wine, the cups difpenfed 
With diftribution regular to all. 
When each had made libation, and had drunk 
Sufficient, then, Alcinoiis thus began. 

Phaeacian Chiefs and Senators, attend 
While I pronounce the di&ates of my heart ! 
Ye all have feafted — To your homes and fleep. 
We will aflcmble at the dawn of day 
More fenior Chiefs, that we may entertain 
The ftranger here, and to the Gods perform 
Due facrifice ; the convoy that he afks 
Shall next engage our thoughts, that free from pain 
And from vexation, by Our friendly aid 
He may revifit, joyful and with fpeed, 
His native fhore, however far remote. 
No inconvenience let him feel or harm, 
Ere his arrival ; but, arrived, thenceforth 
JI§ muft endure whatever lot the Fates 
Spun for him in the moment of his birth. 
But fhould he prove fomc Deity from heav'n 
Defcended, then the Immortals have in view 
Defigns not yet apparent ; for the Gods 
Have deign'd notleldom, from of old, to mix 

In 



l88 ODYSSEY VII. 150^27* 

In our folemnities $ have fiHM a feat 

Where We have fat, and made our banquet theirs* 

And even if a fingle traveller 

Of the Phaeacians meet them, all referve 

They lay afide ; for with the Gods we boaft 

As near affinity as do themfelves 

The Cyclops, or the Giant race profane \ 

To whom Ulyfles, ever-wifc, replied. 
Alcinoiis ! think not fo. Refemblance none 
In figure or in lineaments I bear 
To the immortal tenants of the ikies, 
But to the fons of earth ; if ye have known 
A man afflifled with a weight of woe 
Peculiar, let me be with him compared ; 
Woes even paffing his could I relate, 
And all inflifled on me by the Gods* 
But let me eat, comfortlefs as I am, 
Uninterrupted ; for no call is loud 
As that of hunger in the ears of man 5 
Importunate, unreas'nable, it conftrains 
His notice, more than all his woes befide. 

• The ScholUft explains the paffage thus— We referable the 
Gods in righteoufnefs as much as the Cyclops and Giants refembled 
each other in impiety, — B.&C* But in this fenfe of it there is fome- 
thing intricate, and contrary to Homer's manner. We have feen that 
they derived themfelves from Neptune, which fufficiently juftifies 
the above interpretation. 

So 



/ 



O D Y I S E V VII. *7i-**K. I89 



So, I much forrow feel, yet hot the left 
Hear I the blatant appetite demand 
Due fuftenance, and with a voice that drowns 
Fen all my fufTrings, till itfelf be fiU'd \ 
But expedite ye at the dawn of day 
My fafe return into my native land, 
After much mis'ry ; and let life itfelf 
Forfake me, may I but once more behold 
My fair pofleffions, my domeftic train, 
And the high-vaulted roof my former home. 

He (pake, whom all applauded, and advifed, 
Unanimous, the gueft's conveyance home, 
Who had fo fitly fpoken. When, at length, 
All had libation made, and were fufficed, 
Departing to his houfe, each (ought repofc 
But ftill Ulyfles in the hall remain'd, 
Alcinous and Areta at his fide ; 
And while their bufy menials cleared the board, 

• Athenaeus reproaches Ulyfles with gluttony on this occano** 
and obferves that however hungry he might be, his hunger afforded 
- no excufe for want of civility.— B.&C. But when Athenaeus was thai 
rigorous in his demand of good manners, his patience probably had 
not been exercifed with a faft of many days. Ulyfles indeed had lately 
eaten by the bounty of Nauflcaa ; bat feamen who have been re- 
duced to fhort allowance, or for fome time to abfolute famine, well 
know that the return of appetite even after a plentiful meal, is 
almoft immediate. The Heroes of Homer may not always be 
polite, but they always behave naturally. 

Areta 
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Areta (for his mantle and his veft 

Wrought by her women and herfelf, fhe knew) 

In accents wing'd with eager fetffte 'began. 

Stranger ! the firft inquiry fliall be mine ; 
Who art,and whence ? From whom receiv'dft thoutbefe ? 
Saidft not — I came a wand'rer o'er the Deep ? 

To whom Ulyfles, ever-wife, replied. 
Oh Queen ! the talk were difficult to unfold 
In all its length the ftory of my woes, 
For I have numerous from the Gods received ; 
But I will anfwer thee as beft I may. 
There is a certain ifle, Ogygia, placed 
Far diftant in the Deep ; there dwells, by man 
Alike unvifited, and by the Gods, 
Calypfo, lovely nymph, but deeply fkill'd 
In artifice, and terrible in pow*r, 
Daughter of Atlas. Me alone my fate 
Her miferable inmate made, when Jove 
Had riv'n afunder with his candent bolt 
My bark in the mid-fea. There perifliM^lt 
The valiant partners of my toils, and I 
My vefleTs keel embracing day and night 
With folded arms, nine days was borne along. 
But on the tenth dark night, as pleas'd the Gods, 
They drove me to Ogygia's ifland, where 

Calypfo, 
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Calypfo, dread Divinity, refides\ 
She refcued, cherifti'd, fed me, and her with 
Was to confer on me immortal life, 
Exempt for ever from the fap of age. 
But me her offered boon fwa/d not. Sev'n years 
I there abode continual, with my tears 
Bedewing ceafelefs my ambrofial robes, 
Calypfo's gift divine ; but when, at length, 
(Sev'n years elaps'd) the circling eighth arrived, 
She then, herfelf, my quick departure thence 
Advifed, by Jove's own mandate overawM, 
Which even her had influenced to a change. 
Borne on a well-join'd raft fhe font me forth 
With num'rous prefents ; bread the put and wine 
On board, and cloth'd me in immortal robes ; 

* Longinus confiders this ten-days diftrefs of Ulyfles, during which 
he had neither reft nor fuftenance, as a fymptom of the deelenfion 
of Homer's genius, and as a proof chat he began to dream* — B. 5c C. 
Barnes vindicates the poet againft the charge by alleging that he is 
to be understood in a qualified fenfe, not as reprefenting Ulyfles 
deftitute entirely of all fuftenance, but of his ufual diet only.— B. 
But what fuftenance could he procure, or how could he poflibly 
preferve any while he clung to the keel of his veflel ? 

The Scholiaft's is therefore the belt juftification of the paflkge 
who (ays— It is unreafonable to afk how he fubUfted — for does not 
Minerva in the 20th book inform him 

AvT»p iyv 0io* lift*, hapvtfk i Vt f vXotrev 



But I, who keep 



Thcc in all difficulties, am divine. 

i She 
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She fent before me alio a fair wind 
Frefli-blowing, but not dang'rous. Seventeen diys 
I fail'd the flood, and, on the eighteenth, law 
Your lofty mountain-tops with fbrefts crown'd, 
And feeing them rejoiced ; but premature 
Was that delight, and loon by Neptune changed 
To deepeft woe ; for he with adverfe winds 
My courfe refifted, and with billows huge 
Shattering my raft, conftrain'd me fore diftrefs'd 
And groaning, to divide with wearied arms 
This vaft abyfs of ocean, till the winds 
And mighty waters caft me on your (hore. 
Me there emergibg, had the tempeft driv'n 
Full on the land, where, incommodious mod, 
The fhore prefented only roughed rocks, 
But, leaving it, I fwam the Deep again, 
Until at laft a river's gentle ftream 
Received me, by no rocks deform'd, and where 
No violent winds the fhelter'd bank annoy'd. 
I flung anyfelf on (hore, exhaufted, weak, 
Needing repofe ; then came the filent night, 
And from the Jove-defcended ftream withdrawn, 
I in a thicket lay'd me down on leaves 
Which I had heap'd together, and the Gods 
O'erwheWd my eye-lids with a flood of deep. 
There under withered leaves, forlorn, I Hept 

> All 
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All the long bight, the morning and the noon ; 
But balmy fleep, at the decline of day, 
Broke from me ; then, your daughter's train I heard 
Sporting, with whom (he alio fported, fair 
And graceful as the Gods *. To her I knecTd. 
She fwerved not from the di&ates of a mind 
Mod pure, but pafs'd in her behaviour all 
Which even ye could from an age like hers * 
Have hoped ; for youth is ever indifcrete. 
She gave me plenteous food, with richeft wine 
Refrefh'd my fpirit, taught me where to bathe, 
And elbth'd me as thou fee ft ; thus, though a prey 
To many forrows, I have told thee truth* 

To whom Alcinoiis anfwer thus returned. 
Stranger ! my daughter overlooked at leaft 
One rule of decent manners ; for although 
She firft receiv'd thee fuppliant, fhe retunTd 
With all her women, and thee left to find 
Thefe doors, unfriended, and without a guide* 

Then anfwer, thus, the wary Chief returned. 
Blame not, O Hero, for fo flight a caufe 
Thy faultlefs child ; fhe bade me follow them, 

* Eufhthius deemed it worthy of remark that Ulyffes makes ho 
mention of their daughter's finging and toffing the ball, left he 
fhouhi feem to accufe her of levity. Bat he exprefsly fays that 
her Women amufed themfelvcs with play, and that (he was among 
them.— C. 

tOL. in. o But 
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But t rcfufed, by fear and awe reftrain'd, 
Left tbou fhould'ft feel difpleafure at that fight 
Hiyfelf ; for we are all,' in ev'ry clime, 
Sufpiciou8, and to worft conftruitions prone. 
So fpake Ulyfles, to whom thus the King. 
I bear not, ftranger ! in my bread an heart 
Much giv'n to caufelefs wrath, yet due refpeft 
To decency's demands require from all. 
And Jove, Apollo, and Minerva know 
How fervent is my wifli, that being fuch, 
And of fuch kindred fentiments with mine, 
Thou would'ft accept my daughter, would'ft become 
My fon-in-law, and dwell contented here*. 
Houfe would I give thee, and pofleflions too, 
Were fuch thy choice ; elfc, if thou choofe it not, 
No man in all Phacacia (hall by force 
Detain thee. Jove would difapprove the deed. 
For proof, I will appoint thee convoy hence 
To-morrow ; and while thou by fleep fubdued 

* The Scholiaft judges that Alcinous makes this offer merely as 
a trial and teft of the veracity of Ulyfles. If he had rcfufcd 
Calypfo, he would of courfe refufe his daughter, but if he accepted 
his daughter, it could not then be true that he had refufed Calypfo. 
— B.&C. But Clarke affirms that the remark is groundlefs, fince 
we are affured by Euftathius that it was cuftomary with the Antients 
to give their daughters, not to people of their own country by pre- 
ference, but rather, if they had opportunity, to (bOlccomplimed 
ilranger. 

Shalt 



Shalt prefs thy bed, my people with their oars V 

Shall brufh the placid flood, till thou arrive 

At home, or at what place foe'er thou would'ft* 

Though fat more diftant than Euboea lies, 

Remoteft ifle from us, by the report 

Of our$, who faw it when they thither bore 

Sage Rhadamanthus of the golden locks 

To vifit earth-born Tityus*. TothatiAe 

They went; they reacted it, and thcybrought him thence 

Back to Phaeacia, in one day, with eafe. 

Thou alfo (halt be taught what (hips I boaft . 

Unmatch'd m fwiftnefs, and how far my crews 

Excel, upturning with their oars the brine. < 

He ended, whom Ulyfles in his heart 
Exulting heard, and, praying, thus replied. 

Eternal Father ! may the King perform 

His whole kind promife 1 grant him in all lands 

A never-dying name, and grant to me 

To vifit fafe my native (hores again f ! 

Thus 

, • Jupiter being enamoured of Elora daughter of Orchomenut, 
or as others fay, of Minos, to avoid the jealoufy of Judo, concealed 
her underground. There flie bore him this mod extraordinary (on, 
named Ticyus, who was beloved by Latona and foot by Apollo.— • 
Rhadamanthus is fuppofed to have made this vifit to Tityus on a 
charitable account, and, being himfelf a juft man, for the fake of 
inilrufting him. — B. & C 

t Ulyfles gives not a direct anfwer to the obliging propofal of 

Alcinoiis to beftow on him his daughter, becaufe it would have 

••'''.;* o a feemed 



tgi ODYSSEY VII, 4i|-«K 

Thui they conferred ; cad now Areta bade 
Her fair attendants drefs a fleecy couch 
Beneath the portico, with purple rugs 
Resplendent, and with arras fpread beneath, 
And over all with cloaks of (baggy pile. 
Forth went the maidens, bearing each a torch, 
And, as (he bade, prepared in hade a couch 
Of depth commodious ; then, returning, giro 
Ulyfles welcome fumtnons to repofe. 

Rife, ftranger 1 all is ready ; come to reft* 
So they ; thrfce welcome to Ulyfles (eem'd 
Their invitation, and his (culptur'd couch 
Beneath the founding portico prepared 
With willing feet the toil-worn Hero (ought ; 
But far within th' interiour palace flept 
Alcinoiis, and, lodg'd in royal ftate, 
The Queen, his virtuous confort, at his fide. 

fccrocd harfh to rcfuic her. Hit prayer, expreffive as it ii of his in*, 
patuace to return* and of his gratitude to the perfon who farnifhe? 
him with means of doing fo, is an indirc& indeed, but a delicate 
4td ftficknft anfwer.— Dacier. 
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ARGUMENT 
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EIGHTH BOOK. 



The Phseacians confute M tke IbbjcA of Ulyfle*. Preparation i* 
made for his departure* Antinous entertains them at hi mbfc 
Games follow the entertainment. Demodocot the bard, fingf* 
firft the loves of Mars and Venus, then the introdu&ian of the 
wooden horfc into Troy. Ulyflei, much afe&td by hit foog, if 
qneftioned by Aldnoiis, whence, and who he it, and what is ths> 
canfe of his farrow. 



book vni. 

Soon as Aurora, daughter of the, dawn 
Look'd forth, upfprang Ftaeacia's mighty Kirig, 
And from his coach the town-deftroying Chief 
Ulyfles hafted, whom Alcinous led 
To early council at the (hips convened. 
Arriving, fide by fide on poliftTd (tones 
They fat ; mean-time, Minerva in the form 
Of King Alcinous" herald ranged the town, 
With purpofe to accelerate the return 

03 Of 



*9& OBT5IBV- VIH. io-A 

Of brave Ulyfles to his native home, 
And thus to ev'ry Chief the Goddefs {pake*, 
- Phaeacian Chief? and Senators, *way ! 
To council hading, hear a ftranger's tale, i 

A gueff of King Alcinoiis, new-arrived, 
A (hipwreck'd wandVer hither, of a form 
Superiour, and majeftic as a God. 

So faying, fhe roufed the people, and at oncQ 
The feats of all the fenate-court were fiUM 
With faft-aflembling throngs, no few of whom 
Had mark'd Ulyfles with admiring eyes. 
Then, Pallas o'er his head and (houlders broac( 
DifFufing grace celefiial, his whole form 
Dilated, and to ilatelier height advanced, 
That worthier of all rev'rence Ji? might feem 
To the Phaeacians, and might many a feat 
Achieve, with which they fhould his force £flay f < 

# By Minerva we are' to underfland here, either a rumour that. 
a very intelligent ftranger had arrived in their country, on whofe 
account they are called together, or that ifae Phaeacian* by thei* 
natural difcemment finding Ulyfles to be a perfon of that de- 
scription, a rarity among themfelves, aflemble for fatisfacYion of 
their curiofity and to prove if the account of hin) be a true one.— ' 
Euftathius.— C, 

+ The poet pluralizes the fingle effort with the difcus> probably 
becaufe, though Ulyfles performed no feat befide, he offered him* 
felf to a trial in many others, excepting againft the foot-race only, 
Minerva therefore thus improves his figure, that it may evidence 
the juftnefc of his pretentions. ' \ • • .» 

When 
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When, therefore, the aflembly now was full, 
AlcinOiis, thus addrefling them, began, 

Phaeacian Chiefs and Senators attend. 
That I may fpeak as my beft judgment bids* 
This gueft, unknown to me, hath, wand'ring, found 
My palace, either from the Eaft arrived, 
Or fr6m feme nation on our weftern fide. 
Safe conduct home he afks, and our confent 
Here wifhes ratified, whofe quick return 
Be it our part, as ufual, to promote ; 
For at no time the ftrangcr, from what coaft 
Soe'er, who hath reforted to our doors, 
Hath long complained of his detention here. 
Hafte—- draw ye down into the facred Deep 
A veflel of prime fpeed, and, from among 
The people, fifty and two youths feleft, 
Approved the bed ; then, lafhing fad the oars, 
Leave her, that at my palace ye may make 
Short feaft, for which myfclf will all provide. 
Thus I enjoin the crew ; but as for thofe 
Of fceptred rank, I bid them all alike 
To my own board* that here we may regale 
The ftranger nobly, and let none refufe. 
Call, too, Demodocus, the bard divine, 
To (hare my banquet, whom the Gods have bleft 
With powVs of fong delectable, what theme 

4 Soccer 
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Soe'er his animated fancy choofe. 

He ceas'd, and led the way, whoa faUov'd all 
The fceptred fenators, and at his houfe 
Mean-time an herald fought the bard divine. 
Then, fifty mariners and two, from all 
The reft felefted, to the coaft xepoir'd, 
And, from her ftation on the lea-bank, launched 
The galley down into the facred Deep* 
They placed the canvas and the maft on board, 
Arranged the oars, unfurl'd the fbining fail, 
And, leaving her in depth of water moor'd, 
Refortcd to the Sovereign's grand abode, 
There^ foon, the portico, the court, the hall 
Were fill'd with multitudes of young and old,. 
For whofe regale the mighty monarch flew 
Two beeves, twelve fhecp* and twice four fatted brawn* 
They flay'd them firft, then bufily their taik 
Adminift'ring, prepared the joyous feaft. 
And now the herald thither led with care 
The tuneful bard ; him partially the Mufe 
And dearly lov 9 d, yet gave him good and ill ; 
She quench' d his fight, but gave him ftrains divine*. 

For 

* As in the Iliad, fays Euftathius, the poet deals out good and 
evil from his two calks refpeclively, fo here he rcprefents the Mufe 
as difpcnfmg the fame mixture to Demodocus. And it was jhe opi- 
nion 
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For him, Pontonoiis ia the raidft difpofed 
An argent-ftudded throne, thrufting it clofc 
To a tall column, where he hung his lyre 
Above his head* and taught him where it hung. 
He fet before him, next, a polilh'd board 
And bafket, and a goblet fill'd with wine 
For his own ufe, and at his own command *• 
fhen, all afiail'd at once the ready fcaft, 
And when nor hunger more nor thirft they f^H, 
Then came the mufe, and roufed the bard to ling 
Exploits of men renown'd ; it was a fong, 
In that day, to the higheft heav'n extoll'd * ♦ 
He fang the fierce difpute which at a feaft 
In honour of the Gods at Ilium, chanced 



aion of Maximut Tyriua that Homer, in this Jhort. Mftory of thf 
Phaeacian bard, gives us in reality his own.— C. 

The Scholiaft dks, if the Mufe deprived him of fight, how then 
can Jhe be faid to have loved him I A queftkm which he anfwexs 
by obferving that the Blind being difqualified for o^her employ* 
menu, have the more kifure for poetry,— B. & C. 

• Clarke on this (entente quotes an epigram of the Authologia, 
Lib. II. 47 . 

AvroSfXJf Shrt tul vort* 
The happieft, always is the glafs 
Which we are free to drink or pats. 

f The poet is here foppofed by Euftathks to allude to the Iliad.— -C 



Between 
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Between Achilles and Laertes 9 fon* 

That conteft, Agamemnon, King of men, 

Between thofe Princes of his hoft, remark'4 » 

With filcnt joy ; for when in Pytho * erft 

He pafs'd the marble tbrefliold to confult 

The oracle of Apollo, fuch difpute 

The voice divine had to his ear announced ; 

For then it was that, flrft, the florm of war 

Came rolling on, ordain'd long time to affliA 

Troy and the Greecians, by the will of Jove*, 

So fang the bard illultrious ; then his robe 
Of purple dye with both hands o'er his head 
Ulyfles drew, behind its ample folds 
Veiling his face, through fear to be obferve4 
By the Phaeacians weeping at the fong ; 
And ever as the bard harmonious ceafed, 
JJe wiped bis tears, and, drawing from his brows 
The mantle, pour'd libation to the Gods. 
But when the Chiefs (for they delighted heard 

* A city of Phocis named alfo Delphos, famous for the temple 
and oracle of Pythian Apollo. 

f Agamemnon haying enquired at Delphos, at wh*t time the 
Trojan war ihoubi ead, was anfwered, that the conclufion of it 
ihonld happen at a time when a difpute mould arife between two of 
his principal commanders. That difpute occurred at the time here 
attuded to, Achilles recommending force as moft likely to reduce 
fbe city, and Uly&s ftratagem, — B. & C. 

Ttwfe 
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Thofe founds) Solicited again the bard, 
And he renew'd the ftrain, then covering clofo 
His countenance, as before, Ulyfles wept. 
Thus, unperceiv'd by all, the Hero mourn'd, 
Save by Alcinoiis ; he alone his tears 
(Befide hfm feated) mark'd, and his deep fighs 
Overhearing, the Phasacians thus befpake, 

Phaeacia's Chiefs and Senators, attend ! 
We have long time fat feafting, arid long time 
Sat lift'ning to the lyre, companion fweet 
And feafonable of the feftive hour, 
Now go we forth for honourable proof 
0f our addrefs in games of ev'ry kind, 
That this our gueft may to his friends report, 
At home arrived, that none like us have learn'd 
To leap, to box, to wreftle, and to run. 

So faying, he led them forth, whofe fteps the guefts 
AH follow'd, and the herald hanging high 
The fprightly lyre, took gently by his hand 
Pcmodocus, and leading him abroad 
Jbllow'd Phaeacia's princes to the games. 
They fought the forum ; couhtlefs fwarm'd the throng 
Behind them as they went, and many a youth 
Strong and courageous to the flrjfe arofe. 
Upftood Acroneus and Ocyalus, 
Elatreus, Nauteus, Prymneus, after whom 

Anchialw 
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Anchialus with Anafoeefincog 

Arofe, Eretmeus, Ponteus, Proreus bold, 

Ampbialus and Thoon *. Then arofe, 

In afpe& dread as homicidal Mars, 

Euryalus, and for his graceful form * 

(After Laodamas) diftinguiih'd moft 

Of all Phaeacia's ions, Naubolides. 

Three alio from Alcinous fprang, arofe* 

Laodamas, his eldeft ; Halius, next, 

His fecond-horn ; and godlike Clytoneus. 

Of tbefe, forae ftarted for the runner's prise. 

They gave the race its limits + • All at once 

Along the dully champaign fwift they flew. 

But Clytoneus, ittuftrious youth, outffaripp'd 

All competition ; far as mules furpafs 

Slow oxen furrowing the fallow; ground, 

So far before all others be arrived 

Vi&orious, where the throng'd fpe&ators flood* 

Some tried the wreftkr's toil fevere, in which 

Euryalus fuperiour proved to all. 

* The Pbaeacians being a maritime people, tfeefe names are ail 
derived from maritime fubjefts* — C. 

+ Touriy «Vo rOTw rtram Ijpoftoc— Thii expreffion is by the com* 
mentators generally underftood to be fignificant of the effort wiiiclr 
they made at ftarting, but it is not improbable that it relates merely 
%o the meafurement of the courfe, other* ife, tutpratituit vtitwr*— 
will be uuplQgtiu. 

In 



ODYSSEY Vin. IJ*-I7S. qq$ 

In the long leap Amphialus prevaird ; 
Elatreus mod fuccefsful hurTd the quoit, 
And at the ceftus, laft, the noble fon 
Of Scheria's King, Laodamas excell'd # . 
Wheta thus with contemplation of the games 
All had been gratified, Alcinoiis' fon 
Laodamas, arifing, them addrefs'd *. 

Friends ! afk we now the ftrangcr, if he boaft 
Proficiency in aught. His figure feems 
Not ill ; in thighs, and legs, and arms be (hews 
Much ftrength, and in his brawny neck ; nor youtlv 
Hath left him yet, though batter'd he appears • 
With num'rous troubles, and misfortune-flaw'd. 
Nor know I hardfhips in the world fo fure 
To break the ftrongefl down, as thofe by fca. 

Then anfwef thus Euryalus return'd. 
Thou haft well faid, Laodamas ; thyfclf 
Approaching, (peak to him, and call him forth. 

Which when Alcinoiis 9 noble offspring heard. 
Advancing from his feat, amid them all 
He flood, and to Ulyfles thus began* 

Stand forth, oh gueft, thou alfo ; prove thy flcill 

• In boxing. 

f The poet haying already given us a defcription at large of 
fimilar con tells at the funeral of Patrodus, judicioofly fpeaks of 
thefe i% the moft furomary manner.— C. 

(if 
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(If any fuch thou boaft) in games like ours, 
Which, likelieft, thou haft learn'd ; for greater praife 
Hath no man, while he lives, than that he know . 
His feet to exercife and hands aright \ 
Come, then ; make trial ; fcatter wide thy cares ; 
We will not hold thee long } the (hip is launched 
Already, and the crew Hand all prepared. 

To whom replied the wily Chief renown'd* . 
Wherefore, as in derifion, hare ye call'd . 
Me forth, Laodamas, to thefe exploits.? 
No games have I, but many a grief, at heart, 
And with far other ftruggles worn, here fit 
Defirous only of conveyance home, 
For which both King and people I implore. 

Then him Euryalus aloud reproaeb'd, 
1 well believed it, friend 1 in thee the guife 

* ExadUy the fame fentiment is found in Pindar. Pythior. Od.X. 
ver. 34. a very natural one in an age when the moil enviable public 
honoars were beftowed on preeminent force and agility. 

■ ' t/fwurof Jt«$ 

Oj a,? xtpait, n vqSui aftret 
Kp «r«*i, t« /iry»f f «7fo»r i**V 
ToKfUt Tt *** tfdiriu— »C. 

The praifes of the wife hit toils repay, 
Who, whether hand or foot be tried, ' 
With force and valour on hit fide 

Excels, and bears the nebleft prize away. 

I fee 
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I fee not of a man expert in feats 
Athletic, of which various are perform'd 
In evVy land ; tbbu rather feem'ft with (hips 
Familiar ;^ one, accuftom'd to control 
Some crew of trading ntaritters i wdl-Iearn'd 
In ftowage, pilotage, and wealth acquired 
By rapine, but of no gymnaflic pow're. 

To whom Ulyfles, frowning dark, replied. 
Thou haft ill fpoken, fir, and like a man 
Regardlefe whom he wrongs. Thus heav'n, it feems, 
Imparts not, all to one, the various gifts 
And ornaments of body, mind and fpeech*. 
This man in figure lefs excels, yet Jove * 
Crowns him with eloquence ; his hearers charm'd 
Behold him, while with unaffuming tone 
He bears the prize of fluent fpeech from all, 
And, when he walks the city, as they pais, . 

# 'AXX* 4 yap mvrii **\t* Urlraffat BprSf , 
Ttifvxsr, iXKtf PaT&o vpoffnurat yfy*S • 

Euripides, Rhef. ver* io6.~C» * 
Each hath hU talent 5 of the human race 
Hone e'er was born to univerfal (kill 5 
Thou ihinHt in battle, but in council they. 

In like manner Maharbal in Livy, Book 22. $. 51. 
* •* The Godt impart not every thing to any. Yon, Amribfcl, 
know how to conquer, but are ignorant in the ufe of victory." 

"" % Ail 
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All turn and gaze as they had pafs'd a God *• 

Another, form'd with fymmetry divine, 

Yet wants the grace that twines itfelf around 

The lift'ning hearers' hearts. Such deem I thee. 

Thy form is excellent. Not Jove himfelf 

Cduld mend it But thy mind is nothing worth. 

Thou much haft moved me ; thy unhandfome phrafe 

Hath roufed my wrath ; I am not, as thou fay 'ft, 

A novice in thefe fports, but took the lead 

In all, while youth and ftrength were on my fide. 

But I am now in bands of forrow held, 

And of misfortune, having much endured 

In war, and buffetting the boifProus waves. 

Yet, though with mis'ry worn, I will eflay 

My ftrength among you ; for thy words had teeth 

Whofe bite hath pinch 'd and pain'd me to the proof. 

He faid ; and mantled as he was, fprang forth 
And feized a quoit in bulk and weight all thofe 
Tranfcending far, \>y the Ptueacians ufed. 
Swiftly he fwung, and from his vig'rous hand 
Difiai&M it Sang the ftone, and as it flew 

• So Cicero deOratore, L.iii. §• 14. 

*« In whofe prefence do men (hake with awe f Whom, while 
he fpeaks, do they contemplate with aftonilhment ? Whom do the/ 
applaud with exclamations r and confider, if I may fo fay, as a 
God among them ? The man who is diiUaft both in his words ami 
matter, clear, abundant, luminous. "— C. 

4 The 
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The maritime Phaeacians low inclined 
Their heads beneath it ; over all the marks 
It flew with eafe, and (truck the ground beyond. 
Minerva in a human form, the call 
Prodigious meafur'd, and aloud exclaim'd. 

Stranger ! the blind himfelf might with his hands 
Peel out the Vantage here, Kb far thy quoit 
Hath left its beft competitors behind. 
This prize, be fare, is thine $ for, of us all, 
Thy meafure none will reach, much lefs exceed* 

She ceafed ; Ulyfies, hardy Chief, rejoiced 
That in the circus he had found a judge 
So favourable, and with briiker tone, 
As lefs in wrath, the multitude addrefs'd. 

Young men reach this, and I will quickly heave 
Another fuch, or yet a heavier quoit. 
Then, come the man whofe courage prompts him forth 
To box, to wreftle with me, or to run ; 
For ye have chafed me much, and I decline 
No ftrife with any here, but challenge all 
Phaeacia, fave Laodamas alone. 
He is mine hoft. Who combats with his friend ? 
To call to proof of hardiment the man 
Who entertains him in a foreign land, 
Would but evince the challenger a fool, 
Who, fo, (hould cripple his own intereft there. 

vol. hi. * As 
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As for the reft, I none reftife, (born none, 
But wifli for trial of you, and to match 
In oppofition fair my force with yours. 
There is no game athletic in the ufe 
Of all mankind, too difficult for me ; 
I handle well the polifliM bow, and firft 
Amid a thoufand foes ftrike whom I mark, 
Although a band of warriors on my fide 
At the fame foe their iitim'rous artofrs aim \ 
Of all the Gteeeians who at Ilium erft 
Drew bow, the fole fuperiouf to myfelf 
Was Philodletes; and of all mankind 
Now living, I will yield to none befides. 
Yet will I not profefs myfelf expert 
As fome of antient times, as Hercules, 
Or as Oechalian Eurytus, who durft 
The Gods themfelves in archery defy. 
Soon, therefore, died huge Eurytus, ere yet 

• So Euftathius underftands the paflage who thus obferves on 
it — UlyfTes is celebrated here as an expeditious archer, fo quick, 
that though he were one among many ihooting at the fame time, 
his arrow would be the firft to ftrike the enemy.' But Dacier fup- 
pofes the pa'to *ro*Xo* to refer to the adverfe hoft, and UlyfTes to. 
affirm that though a multitude were prepared to moot at Him, he 
would be nimbler than they, and fend his arrow to the mark before . 
them. 

The former, however, of thefe two fenfes, is preferred by Clarke, 
and is certainly the more probable. 

- • Old 
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Old age he reach' d ; him, angry to be call'd 

To proof of archerfhip, Apollo fle^. 

But if yd name the fpear, mine flies a length , 

By no man's arrow reached ; nor fear I foil 

.From the Phaeacians, fave in fpeed alone ; 

For I have fuffer'd hardfhips, dafh'd and drench'd 

By many a wave, nor had I food on board 

At all times, therefore am I much unftrung \ 

He fpake, and filent the Phaeacians fat, 
Of whom alone Alcinous thus replied. 

Since, ftranger, not ungraceful is thy fpeech, 
Who haft but vindicated in our ears 
Thy queftion'd prowefs, angry that this youth 
Reproach' d thee in the ptefence of us all, 
That no man qualified to give his voice 
In public, might affront thy courage mote ; 
Now mark me, therefore, that in time to come, 
While feafling with thy children and thy fpoufe, • 
Thou may'ft inform the Heroes of thy land 



• By this, according to the Scholiaft, he muft be understood to 
mean, not that while his raft could fwim he wanted fufte nance, but 
after the wreck of it ; yet Barnes underftands the paflage as a general 
obfervation only on the fcanty fare of a mariner. An interpreta- 
tion which Clarke rejects as unreafonable, becaufe his veflel is faid 
cxprefsly to have been abundantly itored by Calypfo with all things 
neceflary ; fo that, till it was wrecked, he could not poffibly feel a 
want of pro virions. 

* 2 That 
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That even we fome Ikill can bbaft in arts 

By Jove enjoin'd its in our fathers' days. 

We boaft not much the boxers fkili; nor yet 

The wreftlcr's ; but light-footed in the race 

Are we, and navigators well -informal. 

Our pleafures are the feaft, the harp, the dance, 

Garments for change ; the tepid bath ; the bed. 

Come, ye Phseacians, beyond others taught 

To tread the circus with harmonious fieps, 

Come, play before us ; that our gucft, arrived 

In his own country, may inform his friends 

How far in feamanlhip we all excel, 

In running, in the dance, and in the fong. 

Hence, therefore, herald ! Bring the tuneful bard 

His lyre, left fomewhere in our hall at home. 

So fpakc the godlike King, at whofe command 
7 he herald to the palace quick return'd 
To feek the charming lyre- Mean-time arofe 
Nine public umpires, officed to correct 
All rude disturbance of the games, to fmooth 
The circus, to reprefs the curious throng, 
And give the narrow'd ring an ampler round. 
Then came the herald fent to fcek the lyre, 
With which fupplied, Dcmodocus advanced 
Into the middle area, where a band 
Of blooming youths, all praftis'd in the dance 

En circled 
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Encircled him* With nimble ileps they fmote 
The facred floor, fo fwift, that with a>maze 
Ulyfles eyed them, dazzled at the fight. 

And now Demodocus his tuneful chords 
Adapted to a fprightlier ftrain, the loves 
Of Mars and Cy therea chaplet crownM j 
How firft, clandeiline, they embraced beneath 
The roof of Vulcan ; her, by many a gift 
Seduced, Mars won, and with adult'rous lull 
The bed diftionour'd of the King of fire \ 
The fun, a witnefs of their amorous iport, 
Bore fwift the tale to Vulcan ; he, apprized 
Of that foul deed, at once his fmithy fought, 
In fecret darknefs of his inmoft foul 
Contriving vengeance ; to the ftock he heav'd 
His anvil huge, on which he forged a fnare 
Of bands indifibluble, by no art 
To be untied, durance for ever firm, 

* The Phapacians being a licentious and effeminate people, are 
entertained by Demodocus with a fong fuited to their charter, 
Plato condemned it as having a tendency to debauch the morals, but 
Plutarch vindicates it as an intended leflbn to the reader, chat the 
fure way to become Phseacians in heart, is to be fuch in pra&ice, 
and that lewd fongs accompanied with fuitable mufic, will make a. 
light and a lafcivious hearer. — -C. 

Pionyfips Hal. thinks it probable that this ludicrous epifodt ft*. 
ni&ed the firft hint for Comedy — C. 

v 3 ' The 



ai4 qdyssey via 337-3*. 

The net prepared, he bore it, fiery-wroth, 

To his own chamber and his nuptial couch, 

Where, flretching them from poft to poft, he wrapp'd 

With thofe fine mefhes all his bed around, 

And hung them num'rous from the roof, diffufed 

Like fpiders* filaments, which not the Gods 

Themfelves could fee, fo fubtle were the toils. 

When thus he had encircled all his bed 

On ev'ry fide, he feign'd a journey thence 

To Lemnos, of all cities that adorn 

The earth, the city that he favours moft. 

Nor Mars, who reins with gold his fiery fteeds, 

Kept drowfy watch, but mark'd the gbing-forth 

Of the illuftrious artift from his home, 

And thither flew, impatient to enjoy 

The Goddefs with the wreath-encircled brows. 

She, newly from her potent Sire return'd 

The fon of Saturn, fat. Mars, entVing, feiz'd 

Her fnow-white hand, which grafping, thus he faid. 

To bed, my fair, and let us love ! for lo ! 
Thine hufband is from home, to Lemnos gone, 
And to the Sintians, men of barb'rous fpeech. 

He fpake, nor fhe was loth, but bedward too 
Like him inclined ; fo then, to bed they went, 
And as they lay'd them down, down ftream'dtbe net 

a Around 
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Around them, labpur exquifite of bands 

By ingenpity divine inform 'd. 

Small room they found, fo prJfopM ; not a limb 

Could either lift, or mpve, but fejt at once 

Entanglement from which w.as no efcape. 

And now, ere be had reached the Lemnian tflc, 

Returning, (for his faithful fpy the Sun 

Had r told him, all) with aching heprt approach 'd 

The limping JQeity. Refentment boil'd 

Within him ; in his veftibule he flood, 

And roar d tremendous to the,Pow'rs of heav'n. 

Oh Jove ! and all ye PowVs for ever bleft ! 
Look forth, and witnefs with ypur eyes a fight 
Both ludicrojis #nd not to be end.ured. 
Behold how Yen us, for my lamenefs' feke, 
Dilhonours me, and loves the fiery Mars 1 
And wherefore ? for that he is fair in form 
And found of foot, but feeble I and lame. 
Whofe fault is this ? Their fault, and theirs alone 
Who gave me being ; ill-employed were they 
Begetting me, one, better far unborn. 
See where they, couch together on my bed 
Lafcivious ! .ah, light hateful to my eyes ! 
Yet cooler wiflies will they feel, I ween, 
To prefs my bed hereafter ; here to deep 
Will little pleafe them, fondly as they Ipve. 

p 4 But 



ftl6 ODYSSEY VIII. 3»-4'J* 

But thefe my toils and tangles will fnffice 
To hold them here, till Jove fhall yield me back 
Complete, the Aim of all my nuptial gifts 
Paid to him for the fhamelefs (trumpet's fake 
His daughter, as incontinent as fair. 

He faid, and in the brazen-fioor'd abode 
Of Jove the Gods afiembled, Neptune came 
Earth-circling PowV; came Hermes friend of man, 
And, regent of the far-commanding bow, 
Apollo alfo came ; but coy referve 
Forbade the Goddefles to {hare the fcene. 
The Gods, by whofe beneficence all live, 
Stood in the portal ; infinite arofe 
The laugh of heav'n, all looking down intent 
On that fhrewd project of the fmith divine, 
And, turning to each other, thus they faid* 

Bad works fpeed ill. The flow overtakes the fwift; 
So Vulcan, tardy as he is, by craft 
Hath outftript Mars, although the fleeted far 
Of all who dwell in heav'n, and the light-heel'd 
Muft pay the adultVer's forfeit to the lame. 

So fpake the Gods ; and thus in Hermes' ear 
The King of radiant (hafts, Apollo, next. 

Jove's fon, heavVs herald, Hermes, bounteous God! 
Would'ft thou fuch ftridhire clofe of bands endure 
For golden Venus lying at thy fide ? 

Whom 
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Whom anfwer'd thus the roeflenger of heav n« 
Archer divine! yea, and wfth all my heart; 
And be the bands which wind us round about 
Thrice thefe, innumerable, and let all 
The Gods and Goddeftes in heaven look on, 
So I may lovely Venus clalp the while. 

He fpake ; then laugh'd the Immortal pow'rs again. 
But not fo Neptune j he with earned futt 
The glorious artift urged to the releafe 
Of Mars, and thus in accents wingM he (aid. 

Loofe him ; accept my promife ; he (hall pay 
Full recompenfe in prefence of us all. 

To whom the glorious Artift of the Ikies. 
Earth-circlifjg Neptune ! Spare me that demand. 
Lame fuitor, lame ieeurity \ What fnares 
Could I contrive that fhould imprifon thee 
In prefence of the Gods, were Mars releasd, 
And free to leave both debt and bands behind? 

Him anfwerM then the Shaker of the (bores. 
I tell thee, Vulcan, that if Mars by flight 

* The original line has received fuch a variety of interpretations, 
that a Tranilator feems free to choofe. It has, however, a pro- 
verbial turn, which 1 have endeavoured to preferve, and have 
adopted that fenfe of the words which appears beft to accord with 
what immediately follows. Vulcan pleads his own inability to en* 
force the demand, as a circumftance that made Neptune's promife 
unacceptable. 

Shun 
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Shun payment, I will pay, mytekf, the fine 

To whom the glorious artift of the ikies. 
Thou muft not, canft not, (hplt not be^fufed. 

So faying, the might of Vulcan loos'd the fnarc, 
And they, detained by thofe coercive bands 
No longer, from the couch upftarting, flew* 
Mars into Thrace, and to her Paphian home 
The Queen of fmiles, where deep in myrtle groves 
Her incenfe-breathing altar Hands embowVd, 
Her there, the Graces laved, and oils diffufed 
O'er all her form, ambrofial, fuch as .add 
Frefh beauty to the Gods for ever young, 
And cloth'd her in the lovelieft robes of heay'n. 

Such was the theme of the.illuftrious bard. 
Ulyfles with delight that fong, and all 
The maritime Phreacian concourfe. heard. 

Alcinoiis, then, (for in the dance they pa&d 
All others) call'd his fons to dance, alone, 
Halius and Laodamas ; they gave 
The purple ball into their hands, tbe WQifc 
Exadt of Polybus ; one, re-fupine, 
Upcaft it high toward the dufky clouds, 
The other, fpringing into air, with eafe . 
Received it, ere he fank to earth again. 
When thus they oft had fported with the ball 
Thrown upward, next, with nimble interchange 

i They 
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They pafs'd it to each other many a time, 
Footing the plain, while every youth around 
The circus clapp'd his hands, and from beneath 
The din of (lamping feet fill'd all the air. 

Then, turning to Alcinoiis, thus the wife 
Ulyfles fpake. Alcinoiis! mighty King! 
Illuftrious above all Phaeacia's fons ! 
Incomparable are ye in the dance, 
Ev n as thou faid'ft Aftoniftid I behold 
Feats unperformed but by yourfelves alone. 

His praife the King Alcinoiis with delight 
Iteceiv'd, and the Phaeacians thus befpake. 

Phseacian Chiefs and Senators, attend ! 
Wifdom beyond the common ftint I mark 
In this our gueft ; good caufe in my account, 
For which we fhould prefent him with a pledge 
Of hofpitality and love. The Chiefs 
Are twelve, who, higheft in command, control 
The people, and the thirteenth Chief am I. 
Bring each a golden talent, with a voft 
Well-bleach'd, and tunick ; gratified with thcfe, 
The ftranger to our banquet fhall repair 
Exulting ; bring them all without delay ; 
And let Euryalus by word and gift 
Appeafe him, for his fpeech was unadvifed. 

He ceas'd, whom all applauded, .and at once 

Each 
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Each fent his herald forth to bring the gifts, 
When thus Euryalus the King addreis'd. 

Alcinoiis ! o'er Phaeacia's fons fapreme ! 
I will appeafe the ftranger, as thou bidd'ft. 
This fword (hall be his own, the blade all fteel, 
The hilt of filver, and the unfullied fhcath 
Of ivVy recent from the carver's hand. 
A gift like this he (hall not need defptte. 

So foying, his filver-ftudded fword he gave 
Into his grafp, and, courteous, thus began. 

Hail, honoured ftranger! and if word of mine 
Have harm'd thee, raihly fpoken, let the winds 
Bear all remembrance of it fwift away ! 
May the Gods give thee to behold again 
Thy wife, and to attain thy native fhore, 
Whence abfent long, thou haft fo much endured ! 

To whom Ulyfles, ever-wife, replied. 
Hail alfo thou, and may the Gods, my friend, 
Grant thee felicity, and may never want 
Of this thy fword touch thee in time to come, 
By whofe kind phrafe appeas'd my wrath fublides ! 

So fpake Ulyfles, and the glitt'ring fword 
Athwart his (houlders flung. Now fank the fun, 
And thofe rich gifts arrived, which to the houfe 
Of King Alcinoiis the heralds bore. 
Alcinoiis' fons received them, and befide 

The* 
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iTheir royal mother placed the precious charge. 
The King then led the way, at whofe abode 
Arrived, again they prefs'd their lofty thrones, 
And to Areta thus the monarch fpake, 

Hafte, bring a coffer ; bring thy beft, and ftore 
A mantle and a fumptuous veil within; 
Warm for him, next, a brazen bath, by which 
Refrefh'd, and viewing in fair order placed 
The noble gifts by the Phseacian Lords 
Conferred on him, he may the more enjoy 
Our banquet, and the bard's harmonious fong. 
I give him alio this my golden cup 
Splendid, elaborate ; that, while he lives, 
What time he pours libation forth to Jove 
And all the Gods, he may remember me. 

He ended, at whofe words Areta bade 
Her maidens with difpatch place o'er the fire 
An ample tripod ; they, at her command, 
A tripod o'er the glowing embers placed, 
Water infufed, and kindled wood beneath. 
The flames, encircling bright the bellied vafe, 
Warm'd foon the flood within. Mean-time, the Queen 
Producing from her chamber-ftores a cheft 
AH-olegant, within it placed the gold 
And raiment, gifts of the Phseacian Chiefs, 
With her own gifts, the mantle and the veft, 

And 
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And in wing'd accents to Ulyfles faid. 

Now take, thyfelf, the coffer's lid in charge ;♦ 
Girdle it quickly with a cord, left lofs 
Befall thee on thy way, while thou perchance 
Shalt fleep fecure on board the fable bark \ 

Which when illuftrious Ulyfles heard, 
Clofing the cheft, he girded it around, 
And with a knot moft intricate, erewhile 
By Circe taught him, made the cord fecure. 
And now, the miftrefs of the houfehold charge 
Summon'd him to bis bath ; he glad beheld 
The (learning vafe, uncuftom'd to its ufe 
E'er fince he left Ogygia, where he knew 
No want of aught, attended like a God. . 
Now, therefore, once again by female hands 
Laved and anointed, and with rich attire 
Both veft and mantle ferved, he left the bath 
With fprightlier fteps, and fought the focial hall 
To (hare the feafl of wine ; but, as he pafs'd, 
Nauficaa, to whom the Gods had giv'n 
Surpaffing beauty, faw him, where (he flood 
Befide the portal, with admiring eyes, 



* Portable property was antiently fecured by cord*, tie onfj 
practicable mode of guarding it till locks were invented,— C. Bid: 
it was precarious, and therefore probably gave occafion to the exer- 
cife of much ingenuity in the art of knot-making. 

And 
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And in wing'd accents thus the Chief addrefs'd. 

Hail, ftranger ! at thy native home arrived 
Remember me, thy firft deliv'rer here. 

To whom Ulyflcs, ever-wife, replied. 
Nauficaa ! daughter of the noble King 
Alcinoiis ! So may Jove, high-thundVing mate 
Of Juno, grant me to behold again 
My native land, and my delightful home, 
As, even there, I will prefent my vows 
To thee, adoring thfee as I adore 
Th6 Gods themfelves, virgin, by whom I live I 

He faid, and on his throne befide the King 
Alcinoiis fat. And now they portion'd out 
The feaft to all, and charged the cups with wine* 
And introducing by his hand the bard 
Phafcacia's glory, at the column's fide 
The herald placed Demodocus again. 

Then, carving forth a portion from the loins 
Of a huge brawn, of which uneaten ftill 
Large part and delicate remained, thus fpake 
Ulyfles— Herald ! bear it to the bard 
For his regale, whom I will foon embrace 
In fpite of forrow ; for refpedl is due 
And veneration to the facred bard 
From all mankind, for that the mufe infpires 
Herfelf his fong, and loves the tuneful tribe., 

He 
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He ended, and tbe herald bore his charge 
To the old Hero, who with joy received 
That meed of honour at the bearer's hand. 
Then, all, at once, aflail'd the ready feaft, 
And when nor hunger more nor third they felt* 
Thus to Demodocus Ulyfles fpake. 

Demodocus ! I give thee praife above 
All mortal men ; fince either thee the Mufe 
Jove's tuneful daughter, or the ion of Jove 
Apollo prompts ; for, of Achaia's hoft, 
Their glorious deeds and arduous toils, thou fing'ft 
As thou hadft prefent been thyfelf, or learnt 
From others prefent there, the mournful tale *. 
Come, then, proceed ; that rare invention ling, 



• Maximus Tyrius. in his fixteenth Difleration, not far from the 
beginning of it, fpeaks thus — Having fallen on the mention of 
Homer, and being unqualified myfelf to praife him worthily, Twill 
entreat him to accommodate me with an expreflion of hi* own, that 
I may not fecra to depreciate him by mine— 

The application however is not very happy, for it totally fpoils 
the verfe. ^ 

Jt is evident, Euftathius obferves, that the poet here had an eye 
to himfelf, who'feems indeed to have been infpired. With fuch 
fcanty materials has he framed (6 beautiful a ftory, interweaving 
them with incidents fo various and with fuch an air of truth, that 
knowing he was not prefent nor had converfed with others who 
were, we are ready to conclude that the Mufe mult have taught 
him all» — C* 

The 
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The horfex>f wood, which by Minerva's aid 

Epeus framed, and which Ulyfles erft 

ConveyM into the citadel of Troy 

With warriors fill'd, who lay'd all Ilium wafte. 

Sing but this theme as fweetly, and, thenceforth, 

I will proclaim thee in all ears, a bard 

Of pow*rs divine, and by the Gods infpired. 

He ended ; then Apollo with full force 
RuflTd on Demodocus, and he began 
What time the Greeks, firft firing their own camp, 
Steer'd all their galleys from the fhore of Troy. 
Already, in the horfe concealed, his band 
Around Ulyfles fat ; for Ilium's fons 
Had drawn it to the citadel themfelves, 
And there the mifchief flood* Then, ftrife arofe 
Among the Trojans compaffing the horfe, 
And threefold was the doubt ; whether to cleave 
The hollow trunk afuftder, or updrawn 
Aloft, to caft it headlong from the rocks, 
Or to permit the enormous image, kept 
Entire, to (land an ofFring to the Gods, 
Which was their deftined courfe ; for Fate had fix'd 
Their ruin fure, when once they had received 
Within their walls that engine huge, in which 
Sat all the braveft Greecians With the fate 
Of Ilium charged, and flaughter of her fons. 

vol.. in. a He 
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He fang, how, from the horfe effufed, the Greeks 
Left their capacious ambufti, and the town 
Made defolate. To others, in his fong, 
He gave the praife of wafting all befide, 
But told how, fierce as Mars, Ulyfles join'd 
With godlike Menelaus, in his houfe 
Aflail'd Deiphobus ; him there engaged 
In direft fight he fang, and through the aid 
Of glorious Pallas, conquVor over all *. 

So fang the bard illuftrious, at whofe fong 
Ulyfles melted, and tear following tear 
Fell on his cheeks. As when a woman weeps, 
Her hufband fall'n in battle for her fake 
And for his children' fake, before the gate 
Of his own city; finking to his fide 
She elbfe infolds him with a laft embrace, 
And, gazing on him as he pants and dies, 
Shrieks at the fight ; mean-time, the ruthlefs foe 
Smiting her fhouldcrs with the fpear, to toil 
Command her and to bondage far away, 
And her cheek fades with horrour at the found ; 
Ulyfles, fo, from his moid lids let fall 
The frequent tear. Unnoticed by the reft 

* Helen, after the death of Paris, is faid to have been married 
to Dciphobus.—B. & C. The tradition affords at leaft a probable 
reafpn for the aflauk of his houfe in particular. 

Thofe 
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Thofe drops, but not by King Alcinous, fell, 
Who, feated at his fide, his heavy figha 
Remarked, and the Phaaacians thus befp&ke *. 

Phaeacian Chiefs and Senators attend ! 
Now bid the bard withhold his feflfal hand, 
Since not alike delightful to us all 
Is this new theme, which hearing, (white ourfelves 
Have fiipp'd and liften'd to the noble ftrain 
Well-pleas'd) the Granger hath not ceas'd frdm tears 
And lamentation, by remembrance caufed 
Of fome great woe which wraps his foul around. 
Bid, therefore, ceafe the bard, that all alike 
Be gratified, the ftranger and ourfelves, 
As is moft feemly ; for his conduct hence 
To his own home, and thefe our liberal gifts 
Prove that we prize him, as the foul that feels, 
Though in the leaft degree, will ever prize 
And as a brother love the fuppliant-gueft. 
And thou conceal not, artfully referv'd, 
What I fhall afk, far better plain declared 
Than fmother'd clofe ; who art thou ? fpeak thy name, 
The name by which thy father, mother, friends 



* The ftory of the Trojan horfe is artfully introduced, that 
Ulyfles weeping at the recital of it, and being queflioned concern- 
ing the caufe of his tears, an eafy and natural introduction may be 
afforded to the narrative of his adventures— C. 

a a Aa 
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And fellow-citizens, with all who dwell 

Around thy native city, in times paft 

Have known thee ; for of all things human none 

Lives altogether namelefi, whether bafe 

By birth, or noble, but each man receives 

Ev'n in the moment of his birth, a name*. 

Thy country, people, city, tell ; the mark 

At which my (hips, intelligent, lhall aim, 

That they may bear thee thither ; for our (hips 

No pilot need or helm, as (hips are wont, 

But know, themfelves, our purpofe ; know befide 

All cities, and all fruitful regions well 

Of all the earth, and, though in clouds involved, 

Skim the rude billows, fearing neither wreck 

Nor inj'ry, rage the tempeft as it may. 

Yet thus, long fince, my father I have heard 

Naufithoiis fpeaking ; Neptune, he would fay, 

Is angry with us, for that iafe we bear 

Strangers of ev'ry nation to their home ; 

And he foretold a time when he would break 

In pieces fome Phaeacian gallant bark 

Returning after convoy of her charge, 

And that, behind a mountain huge conceal'd 



* The parents had by law not only a power to name their child, 

bat alfo to give him a new name afterward, proclaiming it by the 

publick crier.— C. 

Our 
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Our city (hould, thenceforth, be found no more. 

So fpake my hoary Sire, which let the God 
At his own pleafure do, or leave undone. 
But tell me truth, and plainly. Where have been 
Thy wand'rings? in what regions of the earth 
Haft thou arrived ? what nations haft thou feen, 
What cities i fey, how many haft thou found 
Harih, favage and unjuft ? how many, kind 
To ftrangers, and difpofed to fear the Gods? 
Say alfo, from what fecret grief of heart 
Thy forrows flow, oft as thou hear'ft the fate 
Of the Achaians, or of Ilium fung ? 
That fate the Gods prepared ; they fpin the thread 
Of man's deftruflion, that in after days 
*Phe bard may make the fed event his theme. 
Perifh'd thy father or thy brother there ? 
Or haft thou at the fiege of Ilium loft 
Father-in-law, or fon-in-law ? for fuch 
Are next and deareft to us after thofe 
Who fhare our own defcent ; or was the dead 
Thy bofoin-friend, whofe heart was as thy own ? 
For worthy as a brother of our love 
The conftant friend and the difcrete I deem* 
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ARGUMENT 

OF THI 

NINTH BOOK. 



Ulyffes difcovers himfelf to the Phaeacians, and begins the hiftory 
of his adventures. He deftroys Ifmarus, city of the Ciconians; 
arrives among the Lotophagi ; and afterwards at the land of the 
Cyclops. He is imprifoned by Polypheme in his cave, who de- 
vours fix of his companions ; intoxicates the monfter with wine, 
blinds him while he deeps* and efcapes from him* 



BOOK EX. 

Then anfwer, thus, Ulyfies wife return'cL 

Alcinoiis ! o'er Ph«acia's fons fupreme ! 

Pleafant it is to liften while a bard 

Like This, melodious as Apollo, lings. 

The world, in my account, no fight affords 

More gratifying, than. a people bleft 

With cheerfulnefs and peace, a palace throng'd 

With guefts in order feated and regaled 

With harp and fong, while plenteous viands fteam 

On 
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On ev*ry table, and the cups, with wine 
From brimming beakers fill'd, pafs brifk around. 
No lovelier fight kqow I \ But thou, it feems, . 
Thy thoughts haft turn'd to afk me whence my groans 
And tears, that I may forrow flill the more f . 
What firft, what next, what laft (hall I rehearfe, 
On whom the Gods have (howVd fuch various woes ? 
Learn firft my name, that even in this land 
Remote I may be known, and that, efcaped 



* Lucian ludicroufly confiders it as a demonftrative proof that 
the life of a parafite, or of one who fubfifts at another's table, is fu- 
premely happy, that Homer, the wifeft of poets, introduces the 
wife Ulyffes admiring the fpe&acte here deicribed as the pleafanteft 
that the earth affords. Bat Plato is very angry with Homer on ac- 
count of this fentiment, and, aiking if this be a leflbn of temperance 
fit for a youth to ftudy, fwears by Jupiter that in his opinion it is 
not. His indignation however feems rather unreafonable ; iince it 
is plainly a fpeech of complaifance merely, and defigned to gratify 
Alcinoiis, the King of a voluptuous people. Thus Megaclidei 
and Hermogenes confidered ic, and thus Euftathius; and, thus un- 
derftood, it is a ftrong inftance of the poet's attention to character* 
who fo often extols the prudence of UlyiTes. — C. 

f So Sophocles in Oedipus Colon : ver. 501. 

Aruor jxsr To vdhxi xiiptro jgoSg ieaxA», 
*fl {ilr,' twtyupH.- — — ■ — — 
O gueft! *tis hard to wake a deeping woe ! 

And fo Plutarch in his Sympofiacs obferves — We mould be careful 
how we afk from others an account of their fufFe rings ; for whether 
they have fufFe red by acts of injuftice, or by the deaths of children, 
or by unfuccefsful trading either by land or fea, the recital coils 
fhem pain.— C, 

a 4 From 
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From all adverfity, I may requite 

Hereafter, this your hofpitable care 

At my own home, though diftant far from yours. 

I am Ulyfles, fearM in all the earth 

For fubtleft wifdom, and renown'd to heaven, 

The offspring of Laertes ; my abode 

Is fun-burnt Ithaca ; there ftands, his boughs 

Waving, the mountain Neritus fublime, 

And it is neighboured clofe by cluft'ring" ifles 

All populous ; thence Samos is beheld, 

Dulichium, and Zacynthus foreft-clad. 

Flat on the Deep fhe lies, fartheft removed 

Toward the Weft, while, fituate apart, 

Her fifter iflands face the rifing day ; 

Rugged (he is, but fruitful nurfe of fons 

Magnanimous ; nor fhall thefe eyes behold > 

Elfewhere, an obje£l dear and fweet as fhe* 

Calypfo, beauteous Goddefs, in her grot 

Detained me, wifhing me her own efpoufed ; 

iEaean * Circe alfo, deeply fkill'd 

In fubtleft arts, within her palace long 

Detain d me, wifhing me her own efpoufed ; 

But never could they warp my conftant mind, 

£o much our parents and our native foil 

Attra6l us moft, and even though our lot 

* So called from «AjLa a city of Colchis.— B. & C. 



Be 
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Be fair dhd plenteous in a foreign land. 
But come — my painful voyage, fuch as Jove 
Gave me from Ilium, I will now relate. 

From Troy to Thracian Ifmarus I fail'd* 
City of the Giconians ; them I flew, 
And laid their city wafte * ; whence bringing forth 
Much fpoil with all their wives, I portion'd it 
With equal hand, and each received a (hare. 
Next, I exhorted to immediate flight 
My people ; but in vain ; they madly fcorn'd 
My fober counfel, and much wine they drank, 
And (heep and beeves flew numerous on the fhore. 
Mean-time, Ciconians to Ciconians call'd, 
Their neighbours fummoning, a mightier hoft 
And braver, dwelling diftant from the fhore, 
And fkilful, either mounted, to maintain 
Fierce fight, or if occafion bade, on foot. 
NumVous they came as leaves, or vernal flow're 
At day-fpring. Then, by the decree of Jove, 
Misfortune found us. At the fhips we flood 
Piercing each other with the brazen fpear, 
And till the morning brightcn'd into noon, 
Few as we were, we yet withftood them all ; 
But, when the fun verged weftward, then the Greeks 
Fell back, and the Ciconian hoft prevail d. 

♦ Becaufe they had been allies of Priam.— B. & C. 

Six 



*34 ODYSSEY IX. <*>-86. 

Six warlike Greecians from each galley's crew 
Perifti'd in that dread field ; the reft efcaped *. 

Thus, after lofs of many, we purfued 
Our courfe, yet, difficult as was our flight, 
Went not till firft we had invoked by name 
Our friends, whom the Ciconians had deftroy'd f . 
But, ether's Sov'reign, Jove, aJIail'd us foon 
With a tempeftuous North- wind ; earth alike 
And fea with ftorms he overhung, and night 
Fell faft from heav'n. Their heads deep-plunging oft 
Our gallies flew, and rent, and rent again 
Our tatter' d fail-cloth crackled in the wind. 
We, fearing inftant death, within the barks 
Our canvas lodg'd, and,, toiling flrenuous, reach'd 
At length the continent. Two nights we lay 
Continual there, and two long days, confumed 
With toil and grief ; but when the beauteous mora 
Had brought, at length, the third day to a clofe *, 

# The who!e number of the flain was 72, for it appears afterward 
that his baiks were 12. — B. 

+ It was cuftomary when any died in a foreign land, for the fur* 
vivon, ufing certain ceremonies at the fame time* to invoke them, 
by name, that they might thus feem, even though their bodies were 
left lehind, to have them ftiil in their company* — B. & C. 

Or it may fignify. on the morning of the third day, for tiX«<w has a 
double fenfe, importing not only to finifii but to make or bring to 
pafs* As in that line — 

Ei iwafuu rife?*! yi, x«* 1* rttO^TfUw in. 

I (Our 
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(Our mafts eredted, and white (ails unfurl'd) 
Again we fat on board; mean-time, the winds 
Well managed by the fteerfman, urged us on. 
And now, all danger pafs'd, I had attained 
My native fhore, but, doubling in my courie 
Malea, waves and currents and North-winds 
Conftrain'd me devious to Cythera's ifle \ 
Nine days by cruel dorms I thence was borne 
Athwart the fifhy Deep, but on the tenth 
Reach 'd the Lotophagi, a race fuftain'd 
On fweeteft fruit alone f • There quitting (hip. 
We landed and drew water, and the crews 
Befide the vcflels took their ev'ning cheer. 
When, hafty, we had thus our ftrength renewed, 
I order'd forth my people to inquire 
(Two I fele&ed from the reft, with whom 
I join'd an herald, third) what race of men 
Might there inhabit. They, departing, roixM 
With the Lotophagi ; nor hoftile aught 
Or favage the Lotophagi devifed 

* Malea was a promontory and Cythera an ifland of Laconia.— 
B. & C. 

t Meninx is fuppofed to have been the land of the Lotophagi 
mentioned by Homer. Some indications of it are fhown there, fuch 
as the altar builc by Ulyffes and the very fruit he found; for it 
abounds with a fort of tree which the inhabitants call the Lotus, the 
fruit of which has the mod agreeable flavour. Scrabo Geog: B. 
XVII.— It is alfo (aid that they made wine oi it.— C. 

Againft 
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Againft our friends, but offer'd to their taffe 

The lotus ; of which fruit what man foc'er 

Once tailed, no defire felt he to come 

With tidings back, or feek his country more, 

But rather wifh'd to feed on lotus flill 

With the Lotophagi, and to renounce 

All thoughts of home. Them, therefore, I conflrain'd 

Weeping on board, and dragging each beneath 

The benches, bound him there. Then, all in hafle, 

I urged my people to afcend again 

Their hollow barks, left others alfo, fed 

With fruit of lotus, fhould forget their home. 

They quick «mbark'd, and on the benches ranged 

In order, threlh'd with oars the foamy flood. 

Thence, o'er the Deep proceeding fad, we reach'd 
The land at length, where, giant-fized * and free 
From all conftraint of law, the Cyclops dwell. 
They, tmfting to the Gods, plant not, or plough, 
But earth unfow'd, untill'd, brings forth for them 
All fruits, wheat, barley, and the vinous grape 
Large- clufter'dj nourifti'd by the fhow'rs of Jove + . 

* So the Scholium interprets in this place, the woid wVspfwiXofr— 
B. & C. 

f They trufted, as Clarke obferves, not in a religious fenfe* for 
it appears in the fequel that they accounted the Gods infexijur to 
(hem (elves, but in an economical one ; depending in fad on their 
(oil and climate, and leading a- life of eafe and inactivity. 

No 
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No councils they convene, no laws contrive, 

But caverns deep inhabit on the heads 

Of lofty mountains, judging each, his own, 

And hcedlcfs of the welfare of the reft. 

In front of the Cyclopean haven lies 

Nor clofe nor yet remote, an ifland, fmall 

And cloth'd with woods. There, wild-goats, undifturb'd, 

Breed numberlefs ; for never huntfman there, 

Inured to toil and hardihip while he roams 

The dreary woodland heights, their track purfues ; 

No fleecy flocks dwell there, nor plough is known, 

But the unfeeded and unfurrow'd foil, 

Year after year a wildernefs by man 

Untrodden, food for blatant goats fupplies. 

For crimfon galleys none the Cyclops own, 

Nor naval artift, whofe induftrious hand 

Might build them barks for intercourfe by fea 

With diftant cities, as the pra&ice is, 

For mutual 'vantage* fake, of wifer man, 

Elfe, man might people and improve their ifle 

Not fteril in itfelf, but apt to yield, 

In their due feafon, fruits of ev*ry kind. 

For ftretch'd befide the hoary ocean lie 

Green meadows moift, where vines would never fail ; 

Light is the land, and they might yearly reap. 

The talleft crops, fo un&uous is the glebe. 

Safe 
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Safe is its haven alio, where no need 

Of cable is or anchor, or to Iafli 

The hawfer fail aftiore, but pufhing in 

His bark, the mariner might there abide 

Till rifing gales fhould tempt him forth again. 

At bottom of the bay clear water runs, 

Iffuing from a cove hemm'd all around 

With poplars ; down into that bay we fteer'd 

Amid the darknefs of the night, fome God 

Coudu&ing us ; for all unfeen it lay, 

Such gloom involved the fleet, nor (hone the mooa 

From heav'n to light us, veii'd by pitchy clouds. 

Hence, neither ifland, we, nor lofty furge 

Rolling toward the beach defcried, or ere 

Our veflels ftruck the ground ; but when they (truck* 

Then, low'ring all our (ails, we difembark'd, 

And on the fea-beach (lept till dawn appeared. 

Soon as Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 

Look'd rofy forth, we with admiring eyes 

The ifle furveying, roamM it wide around. 

Meantime, the nymphs,Jove'sdaughters,roufed thegoats 

Bred on the mountains, to fupply with food 

The partners of my toils ; then, bringing forth 

Bows and long-pointed javelins from the ships. 

Divided all into three fep'rate bands 

Wc ftruck them, and the Gods requited foon 

Our 
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Our (kill, fo frequent on all fides they fell. 
Twelve (hips attended me, and ev'ry (hip 
Nine goats received by lot ; myfelf alone 
Selected ten. All day, till fet of fun, 
We, feaiting largely, fat, and drinking wine 
Delicious, without ftint ; for dearth was none 
Of ruddy wine on board, but much remain'd, 
For much we found at Ifmarus, where each 
His veflel filFd, when we defpoilM the town. 
Thence looking to the near Cyclopean (hore 
We faw fmoke rifing, and a mingled din 
Of (heep and goats and of their owners heard. 
Now fank the fun, and (night o'erftiadowing all) 
We flept along the fhore ; but when again 
The rofy-finger'd daughter of the dawn 
"Look'd forth^ my crews convened, I thu6 began. 

My friends ! reft here, while, feeking yonder coaft 
With my own bark and people, I inquire 
If the inhabitants be wild, unjuft, 
And to contention giv'n, or well difpofed 
To ftrangers, and a race who fear the Gods. 

So faying, I climb'd my bark and bade my crew 
Cafting her hawfers loofe, attend me thence. 
Obedient they foon entered, and with oars 
Well-timed and even thre(h*d the foamy flood. 
Erelong, arriving on the coaft, wo foupd 

At 
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At its extremity, faft by the fea, 

A cavern, lofty, and dark-brow'd above 

With laurels ; in that cavern flumb'ring lay 

Much cattle, fheep and goats, and a broad court 

Enclofed it, fenced with ftones from quarries hewn. 

With fpiry firs, and oaks of ample bough. 

Here dwelt a giant vaft, who far remote 

His flocks fed folitary, converfe none 

Defiring, fallen, lavage, and unjuft. 

Monfter, in truth, he was, hideous in form, 

Far lefs refembling man by bread fuftain'd, 

Than fome huge mountain-fummit, tufted thick 

With trees and (hrubs, and towVing o'er the reft* 

Enjoining, then, my people to abide 

Faft by the (hip which they (hould clofely guard, 

I went ; but not without a goat-fkin fill'd 

With richeft wine, from Maron erft received, 

The offspring of Evanthes, and the prieft 

Of Phoebus, whom in Ifmarus I faved, 

And, with himfelf, his children and his wife, 

Through revVence of Apollo ; for he dwelt 

Amid the laurels facrcd to his God. 

He gave me, therefore, noble gifts ; from him 

Sev'n talents I received of beaten gold, 

A beaker, argent all, and after thefe 

No fewer than twelve jars with wine replete, 

Rich 
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Rich, unadult'rate, drink for Gods ; nor knew 
One fervant, male or female, of that wine 
In all his hoafe ; none knew it, fave himfelf, 
Ilia wife, and the intendant of his (lores. 
Oft as they drank that lufcious juice, he flaked 
A lingle cup with twenty from the ftream, 
And, even then, the beaker breath 'd abroad 
: A fcent celeftial, which whoever fmelt, 

. Thenceforth no pleafure found it to abftain. 

\ Charged with an ample goat-ikin of this wine 
I went, and with provifion in a bag, 

• But felt a fudden prefage in my foul 

| That, haply, with terrifick force endued, . 

* Some lavage would appear, untaught the laws 
v That guard the focial rites of human-kind. 

We fearlefs enter'd his abode, but Him 
Found not, then pafluring his flocks abroad. 
With curious eyes his cavern we explored 
From fide to fide ; his ftrainers hung with cheefe 
Diftended, and with lambs and kids his pens 
Were crowded clofe, all forted by their age 
In fep'rate folds ; the fulleft-fized apart, 
Apart from thefe the fmaller, and the lead 
Alfo apart. His pails and bowls with whey v 

Swam all, neat vefiels into which he milk'd. 
Me then my friends firft importuned to take 
vol. in. r A portion 
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A portion of his eheefes, then to drive 

Forth from the fheep-cotes to the rapid bark 

His kids and lambs, and plough the brine again. 

But me they moved not, happier had they moved ! 

I wifh'd to fee him, and to gain, perchance, 

Some pledge of hofpitality from One, 

No pleafant hoft, when he fhould once appear. 

Then, kindling fire, we offer d to the Gods* 

And of his cheefes eating, patient fat 

Till home he trudg'd from pafture \ Charged he came 

With dry wood bundled, an enormous load, 

Fuel by which to fup. Loud crafh'd the thorns 

Which down he caft before the cavern's mouth, 

To whofe interiour nooks we trembling flew. 

At once he drove into his fpacious cave 

His batten'd flock, all thofe which gave him milk, 

But left the males, both rams and goats, abroad, 

And with a rock (uplifting it with eafe) 

Shut clofe his cavern's mouth. It was a load 

Which all the teams of twenty and two wains 

Of ampleft fize, had toiFd in vain to move. 

Such was the crag that ferved him as a door 

* Athenaeus takes particular notice of it as an inftance of the piety 
of Homer, that he reprefents Ulyfles as fcrupuloufly attentive to this 
religions duty* even in the cave of the Cyclops.— C. But the piooft 
ad had certainly this defed in it, that he offered What was not his 
own ; a defect which Barnes has noticed* 

4 For 
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For his capacious cave. Then, down he 6t, 
And milking, one by one, his goats and ewes, 
Applied her yeanling to the teats of each, 
And thick'riirig half with rennet, thruft the curd 
Into his wicker fieves, but ftored the reft 
In pans and bowls — his cuftomary drink. 
His labours thus performM, he kindled, lafl, 
His fuel, and difcerning us, enquired, 

Frien ds/peaky our names^andanfwer, whence ye come? 
Plough ye the Deep for traffick, or, at large, 
As pirates, rove, who, fearing nought themfelves, 
Alarm and terrour bear to foreign fhores ? 

He ceas'd. We, ftruck with horrour, heard the growl 
Of his big voice, and view'd his form uncouth, 
To whom, though fore-appall'd, I thus replied. 

Of Greece are we, and, bound from Ilium home, 
Have wander'd wide the expanfe of ocean, (port 
For every wind, and, driven from our courfe, 
(Such was the will of Jove) have landed here. 
We boaft ourfeives of Agamemnon's train, 
The fon of Atreus, at this hour the Chief 
Beyond all others under heav'n renown'd, 
So great a city he hath fack'd, and (lain 
Such numerous foes ; but lince we reach, at laft, 
Thy knees, we beg fuch hofpitable fare, 
Or other gift, as guefts are wont to obtaiir. 

r % Bluftrious 
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Jlluflrious lord ! refpe& the Gods, and us 
Thy fiiitors ; fuppliants arc the care of Jove 
The hofpitable ; he their wrongs refents, 
And. Where the ftranger fojourns, there is he. 

I ceas'd, when aiifwer thus he, fierce, return'd. 
Friend ! either thou art fool, or baft arrived 
Indeed from far, who bidd'ft me fear the Gods 
Left they be wroth. The Cyclops little heeds 
Jove aegis-arm'd, or all the Powers of heav'n V 
Our race is mightier far ; nor fhall I fpare, 
Through fear of Jove's boftility, thyfelf 
Or thy companions, be not fuch my choice. 
But tell me now. Where touch'd thy gallant bark 
Our country, on thy firft arrival here ? 
Remote, or nigh ? for I would learn the truth. 

So fpake he, tempting me ; but, artful, thus 
1 anfwer'd, penetrating his intent. 

My veflel, Neptune, Shaker of the (hores, N 
At yonder utmoft promontory daih'd 
In pieces, hurling her againft the rocks 
With winds that blew right thither from the fea, 

* So the Cyclops of Euripides fays, 

Ztpif 1* vyw xtf*v*ot « (ppa-a*, £trr, 

Ov$ oiy on Zi v{ if* if*« xfi'iccw Gia* .— C. 

I quake not at the thunderbolt of Jove 
fueit, nor know him more a God than I. 



And 
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And I, with thefe alone, efcaped alive. 

So I, to whom, relentlefs, anfwer none 
He deign'd, but, with his arms extended, fprang 
Toward my people; of whom two at once 
Seizing, like whelps againft his cavern-floor 
He dafh'd them, and their brains fpread all around. 
Thefe, piece-meal hewn, for fupper he prepared, 
And, like a mountain-lion, neither flelh 
Nor entrails left, nor yet their marrowy bones. 
We, viewing that tremendous fight, upraifed 
Our hands to Jove, all hope and courage loft. 
When thus the Cyclops had with human flelh 
Fill'd his capacious belly, and had quaflFd 
Much undiluted milk, among his flocks 
Outftretch'd immenfc, he prefs'd his cavern-floor. 
Me, then, my courage prompted to approach 
The monfter with my glittering faulchion drawn, 
And to transfix him where the vitals wrap 
The liver ; bat maturer thoughts forbade. 
For fa, we alfo had incurred a death 
Tremendous, wanting pow'r to thrufl afide 
The rocky mafs that clofed his cavern-mouth 
By force of hand alone. Thus many a figh 
Heaving, we watch'd the dawn. But when, at length 
Aurora, day-fpeing's daughter rofy-palm'd 
Look'd forth, then, kindling fire, his flocks he milk'd 

* 3 In 
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In order, and her yeanling kid or lamb 

Thruft under each. When thus he had perform^ 

His wonted talk, two feizing, as before, 

He flew them for his next obfeene regale. 

His breakfaft ended, from the cave he drove- 

His fatted flocks abroad, moving with eafe 

That pond'rous banier, and replacing it 

As he bad only clofed a quiver's lid. 

Then, hiffing them along, he drove his flocks 

Toward the mountain, and me left, the while 

Contemplating how beft I might avenge 

My friends, and by the aid of Pallas win 

Deathlefs renown. This cqunfel pleas'd me rooft. 

Befide the (heep-cote lay a mafly club 

Hewn by the Cyclops from an olive flock, 

Green, but which dried, fhould ferve him for a ftaff. 

To u f s confid 'ring it, that ftaff appeared 

Tall as the maft of a huge trading bark, 

Impeird by twenty rowers o'er the Deep. 

Such, in our eyes, its length and bulk appeared. 

From this I fever'd, at its tap'ring end, 

A fathom's length, and bade my people fhave 

The fcantling fmooth. They fmooth'd it, and,thewhile, 

I gave it point, then feerd it in the fire, 

And cover'd it with ordure of the flocks 

With which the cavern-floor lay thick befpread. 

And 
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And now, commandment for the lots I gave, 
Who (hould, with me, the pointed brand enforce 
When fleep (hould feize him next, into his eye, 
And grind the pupil out* They (hook the lots, 
And four were chofen, in my own efteem 
The worthieft, and myfelf was chofen fifth *. 
At even-tide he came, his fleecy flocks 
Aflembling homeward, and compell'd them all 
Into his cavern, leaving none abroad, 
Cither through fome furmife, or fo inclined 
By influence, haply, of the Gods themfelves. 
The huge rock pull'd into its place again 

• It was neceflary to choofe them by lot, left thofe whom he left* 
had he chofen his affiftants otherwife, fhould have thought them- 
felves undervalued* or thofe whom he had taken, have complained 
of being felccled for a fervice of fo much danger. 
* Spondanus, as both Barnes and Clarke obferve, has much foolifti 
fpeculation here, on the queftion why Ulyfles did not kill the Cyv 
clops at once, Is he fatisfied, fays he, with fuch flight revenge for 
the lofs of his fix companions ? I deny that it was flight. To blind 
him was a feverer puniihment than to flay him* By deprivation of 
fight his life is made more bitter to him than a thoufand deaths. 
And I am not afraid to affirm that this was the very conflderation 
which determined UlyfTes to ad as he did, though the poet has not 
mentioned it* The learned critick, fays Clarke, was wonderfully 
blind himfelf, for the true reafon of the hero's conduct could not. 
have been more plainly given than it is in that line, 
At/Va y»f *i zccl *fJLfjLi$ etwtJ XoftiO', &C 

The mouth of the cave being clofed with a rock which they could 
sot move, they muft infallibly have perifhed, had not Ulyfles fpared 
the life of Polypheme that he might difplace it for them* 

M At 
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At the cave's mouth, he, fitting, milk'd his flieep 
And goats in order, and her kid or lamb 
Thruft under each ; thus, all his work difpatchM, 
Two more he feiz'd, and to bis (upper fell, 
I then, prefenting to his hand a bowl 
Of ivy-wood replete with ruddy wine, 
Before the Cyclops flood, and thus began. 

Lo, Cyclops ! this is wine . Take this and drink 
After thy meal of man's flefli. Tafte and learn 
What precious liquor our loft veflel bore. 
1 brought it for libation, and in hope 
That, moved to pity by that facred rite, 
Thou would'ft difmifs us home ; but limits none 
Thy fury knows ; what man of all mankind 
Shall, after deeds thus lawlefs, vifit Thee? 

I ceas'd. He took and drank, and hugely * pleas'4 
With that delicious bev'rjge, thus enquired. 

Give me again, and fpare not. Tell me, too, 
Thy name, incontinent, that I may make 
Requital, gratifying alfo thee 

• Hierocles being brought before the. judge, he fentenced hira to 
be beaten with rods, when filling the hpUow of his hand with the 
blood that dreamed from him, he fcattered it over the magiftrate, 
faying 

Vide Suidam in voce Hierocles.— B. &C. 

+ **"*• *~. • 

With 
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With fomeyvhat to thy tafte. We Cyclops own 
A bounteous foil, which yields us alfo wine 
From clufters nqurifli'd by the fhow'rs.of Jove ; 
But this— oh this is from above — a ftream 
Of ne&ar and ambrofia, all divine ! 

He ended, and received a fecond draught, 
Like meafure. Thrice I bore it to his hand, 
And, foolifh, thrice he drank. But when the fumes 
Began to play around the Cyclops* brain, 
With (how of amity I thus replied, 

Cyclops ! thou haft my noble name enquired. 

Which I will tell thee. Give me, in return, 

The promifed boon, fome hofpitablc pledge. 

My name is Outis * ; Outis I am caird 

At home, abroad, wherever I am known. 

So 

* C^rke* who has preferred this name in his marginal vernon, 
contends (trenuouily, and with great reafon, that Outis ought not 
to be tranflatecj ; and in a paflage which he quotes from the Ada 
truditorum, we fee much fault found w|th Giphanius and Other inter* 
preters of Homer for having translated it. Jt is certain that in 
Homer the word is declined not as erK-Ttro?, which figoifiesno man, 
but as *Tis-r*hs» making ?r»» in the accafative, confequemly a& a 
proper name. It is fufficient that the ambiguity was fuch as to de- 
ceire the friends of the Cyclops. Outis is faid by fome (perhaps 
abfurdly) to have been a name given to UlyfTes on account of bis 
having larger cars than common* 

The Gentleman who honoured this work with fome very learned 
and acute criticifms in the Analytical Review for January 1793, 
and to whofe remarks the Tranflator with pleafure acknowledges 
(rimfelf indebted for feyeral improvements, is ftill of opinion againf^ 

Clark* 
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So I ; to whom he, lavage, thu* replied. 
Otitis, when I have eaten all his friends, 
Shall be my laft regale \ Be that thy boon. 

Clarke and the writer quoted by Clarke from the A3a erudtttmm, 
that Outii ought to be tranflated. Bat in all that he alleges to 
that purpofe there feems to be no fufficient reafon for it. 

Outis, though a name of expedience only* and invented merely 
for the lake of its confequences, is as much a name as that which 
really belonged to the inventor ; and names are never tranflated. 
No, not even when our clear apprehenfion of a paflage, depends on 
our knowledge of their meaning. And for this plain reafon. Be* 
caiife a name tranflated is a new name, and not that which the per* 
fon bore or chofe to affume. In all foch cafes, therefore, the reader's 
poffible ignorance is overlooked in the text, and flich information 
as he may want is given him in the margin. 

Thus, in the firft book of Samuel, where Abigail {peaking 
of her hufband fays, Nabal is his name and folly is with him, 
it is fufficient that in the margin the tranilators of the Bible inform 
ns that Nabal fignifies/i/jy* And again, when the mother of Ruth 
fays* call me no longer Naomi, but call me Mara, for the Lord 
hath dealt very Utterly with me, the reader unskilled inHsBBBw, 
is enlightened by a marginal reference, which teaches him that Naomi 
fignifies/Z/^i/, and Mara Bitter, 

Other proofs might be given, and one in particular from the roth 
book of this very Poem, where the reafon why Avtolyc vs named 
the hero of it Ulyffes, or rather 0ATXIEY2, is affigned, and where 
it would neverthelefs be wrong, and even prepoftejous, to convey to 
the Englifti reader the information he needs, by a tranflation of the 
name in the context. 

• Homer feems to have been the inventor of the terrible Graces, 
one of which is that (peech of the Cyclops^ Ovrm iyd *vp**<* 
«&f*«»— I will eat Outis laft— Such was the favour ihown by the 
manlier to Ulyffes. Nor does he appear fo dreadful while he de- 
vours two Greecians, nor from the rock with which he clofes up 
his cavern, nor from his club, as io this inftance of favage urbanity. 
Demetrius Phabreus wifi *%««{*;.— C, 

He 
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He fpake, and, downward fway'd, fejl refupine, 
With his huge neck aflant. AlUconquVing deep 
Soon feized him. From his gullet gufli'd the wine 
With human morfels mingled, many a blaft 
Sonorous ifluing from his glutted maw. 
Then,.thrufting far the fpike of olive-wood 
Into the embers glowing on the hearth, 
I heated it, and cheer'd my friends, the while, 
Left any (hould, through fear, decline his part. 
But when that flake of olive-wood, though green, 
Should foon have flamed, for it was glowing hat, 
I bore it to his fide. Then all my aids 
Arouqd me gathered, and the Gods infufed 
Heroic fortitude into our hearts. 
They, grafping the fharp ftake of olive-wood 
Infix'd it in his eye ; myfelf, advanced 
To a fuperiour ftand, twirl'd it about. 
As when a (hipwright with his wimble bores 
Tough oaken timber, placed on either fide 
Below, his fellow-artifts flrain the thong 
Alternate, and the reftlefs iron fpins, 
So, grafping hard the fiery-pointed ftake, 
We twiri'd it in his eye ; the bubbling blood 
Boil'd round, about the brand ; his pupil feat 
A fcaldingf vapour forth that finged bis brow* 

And 
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And all his eye-roots crackled in the flame; 
As when the fmitb an hatchet or large axe 
Tempting, immerges all the hiffing blade 
Deep in cold water, (whence the ftrength office!) 
So hifs'd his eye around the olive-wood. 
The howling monfter with his outcry fiHM 
The hollow rock, and I, with all my aids, 
Fled terrified. He, plucking forth the fpike 
From his burnt focket, mad with anguifti, caft 
The implement all bloody far away. 
Thep, bellowing, he founded forth the namo 
Of ev'ry Cyclops dwelling in the caves 
Around him, on the wind-fwept mountain-tops* 
They, flocking at his cry from ev'ry part, 
Circled his den, and of his ail inquired. 

What aiFft thou, Polypheme, with hideous cries; 
Troubling the peaceful night, and our repofe ? 
Fear'ft thou to perifh, or to lofe thy flocks 
By force or fraud of rovers o'er the Deep ? 

Whom thus the Cyclops anfwer'd from within. 
My friends ! By fraud of Outis here furprifed, 
JJy force of Outis here fubdued, I die. 

Then thus with accents wing'd his friends without 
If no man harm thee, but thou art alone, 
And ficlyicfs feel'ft, it is the ftroke of Jove* 

And 
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And thou mud bear it ; yet invoke for aid 
Thy father Neptune, Sovereign of the floods *. 

So fayingj they went, and in my heart I laugh'd 
That by the fi&ion only of a name* 
Slight ftratagem ! I bad deceived them all* 

Then groan'd the Cyclops wrung with pain and grief* 
And, fumbling with ftretch'd hands, removed the rock 
From his cave's mouth ; which done, he fat him down 
Spreading his arms athwart the pafs, to flop 
Our egrefs with his flocks abroad ; fb dull, 
It feems, he held me, and fo ill-advifcd. 
I, pondering what means might fitteft prove 
To fave from inftant death, (if fave I might) 
My people and myfelf, to ev'ry fhift 
Inclined, and various counfels framed, as one 
Who ftrove for life, with inflant death in view. 
To me, thus meditating, this appear 1 d 
The likelieft courfe. The rams well -thriven were, 
Thick-fleeced, full-fized, with wool of fable hue. 
Thefe, filently, with ofier twigs on which * 

The Cyclops, hideous monfter, flept, I bound, 
Three in one leafh ; the intermediate rams 
Bare each a man, whom the exteriour two 

* Outis, as a name, could only denote him who bare it ; but as a 
ttbun, it fignifies no man, which accounts fufficiently for the ludicrous 
miftake of his brethren, 

3 Prcferved f 
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Pteferved, concealing him on either fide. 
Thus each was borne by three, and I, at laft, 
The curl'd back feizing of a ram, (for one 
I had referv'd far ftatelieft of them all) 
Slipp'd underneath his belly, and both hands 
Infolding fail in his exub'rant fleece, 
Hung by that hold and prefs'd the floor fupine \ 
All thus difpofed, we watch'd with many a figh 
The facrcd dawn ; but when, at length, aris'n, 
Aurora, day-fpring's daughter rofy-palm'd 
Again appear'd, the males of all his flocks 
Ruih'd forth to pafture, and his ewes, the while. 
Stood bleating, unrelieved from the diftrefs 
Of udders overcharged. He, rack'd with pain 
Intolerable, handled, as they flood, 
The backs of all, but, in his folly, left 
Their bofoms, where we clung, ftill unexplored. 
And now (none left befide) the ram approach'd 
With his own wool encumber d and with me, 
Whom many a fear molefted. Polypheme 
The giant flroked him as he fat, and faid, 

• Here again Spondanus makes a difcovery. Namely, that 
Ulyfles referving the ram to himfelf, which was the Iargeft of the 
whole flock, discovered by doing fo, more folicitude for his owa 
fafety than for that of his companions. As if it was not plahdy 
impoffible that he ihould bind himfelf as he had bound them*— C. 
In fad he was much lefs fecure than they, having no ram on cither 
fide to conceal him. 

My 
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My darling ram ! why, lateft of the flock 
ConTft thou, whom never, heretofore, my flieep 
Could leave behind, but (talking at their head, 
Thou firft waft wont to crop the tender graft, 
Firft to arrive at the clear ftream, and firft 
With ready will to feek my Iheep-cote here 
At evening ; but thou com'ft, now, laft of alL 
Is forrow for thy matter's eye the caufe 
Pierced by the leader of a worthlefs crew 
Vile as hinftfelf, who vanquiih'd me with wine, 
fhe vagrant Outis ? Him I ftill believe 
Imprifon'd here, and could'ft thou but affift 
Thy matter's fearch, and tell me with a voice 
Articulate in what recefs conceaTd 
He Ycapes my fury now, from fide to fide 
His ifcatter'd brain (hould fpread my cavern-floor, 
And lighter I fhould feel my wrong received 
From Outis, bafely named and nothing-worth % 

So faying, he left him to purfue the flock. 
When, thus drawn forth, we had, at length, efcaped 

• Polyphemum Homerus cum immanem ferumque finxiflet, cum 
arietc etiam colloquentem facit, ejufque laudare forcunas, quod, 
quavcllet, ingredi pofletj ct, qus vellet, attingere.-Cic.Tofc* 
Difp. Lib. V.—C. 

Homer, having reprefented Polypheme as a fierce and favage 
Being, makes him alfo ho(d difcourfe with his ram, which he ac- 
counts a happy creature, becaufc he can go where he will, and find 
what his occafions require* 

Few 
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Few paces from the cavern and the court, 

Myfelf rcleafing firft, my friends I loos'd. 

7 hen, turning feaward mady a thriven ewe 

Sharp-hoof d, we drove them fwiftly to the (hip. 

With joyful hearts my people us received 

Who had efcaped, but much they mourn'd the dead* - 

I fuffer'd not their tears, but fllent (hook 

My brows, by figns commanding them to lift 

The (heep on board, and inftant plow the main* * 

1 hey, quick embarking, on the benches (at 

Well-ratiged, and threfli'd with oars the foamy flood ; 

But when my di dance from the (hore was fttch 

As a loud voice may fly, with bitter taunts 

Infulting then the Cyclops, I exclaim'd. 

Cyclops ! when thou devoured'ft in thy cave 
With brutal force my followers, thou devoured 
The followers of no timid Chief, or bafe. 
Vengeance was furc to recompenfe that deed 
Atrocious. Monfter ! who waft not afraid 
Td cat the ftranger houfed beneath thy roof! - 
Therefore the Gods have well requited thee. 

I ended ; he, exafp'rate, raged the more, 
And rending from its hold a mountain-top, 
Hurl'd it toward us ; at our vefiel's (tern 
Down came the mafs, nigh fweeping in its fall 
The rudder's head. The ocean at the plunge 

Of 



<Qf that huge rock, high on its refluent flood 
Heav'd, irrefiftible, the (hip to land. 
I feizing, quick, our longed pole on board, 
Back thruft her from the coaft, and by a nod 
In filence given, enjoin'd my crew to ply 
Their oars in hade, that fo we might cfcape. 
Procumbent *, each obey'd, and when the bark 
Had twice her former diftance interpofed % 
Again I greeted him, although my friends 
Earneft difiuaded me on ev'ry fide. 

Ah, rafh Ulyfles I why with taunts provoke 
The lavage more, who hath this moment hurl'd 
A weapon, fuch as heav'd the (hip again 
To land, where death feem'd certain to us ail ? 
Por had he heard a cry, or but the voice 
Of one man fpeaking, he bad all our heads 
With fome (harp rock, and all our timbers crufh'd 
Together, fuch vaft force is in his arm. 

So they, but my courageous heart remain'd 
UnmQved, and thus, again, incenfcd, I fpake. . 

Cyclops ! fhould any man hereafter afk 



* wfowiovrns* 



• Olli certa'mine fummo 



Procumbunt. Virgil* 

f The feeming incongruity of this line with 555, is reconciled 
by fuppofing that Ulyfles exerted his voice, naturally loud, in an 
extraordinary manner on this fecond occafion. — C. 

VOL. Ill* 8 Who 



Who caufcd thy fhameful blindnefs, thus reply- 
Laertes* Ton of Ithaca, rcnown'd 
For cities fackt, Ulyfles claims the praife. 

I ceas'd, and with a groan thus he replied. 
Ah me 1 an antient oracle I feci 
Accomplifh'd. Here abode a prophet erft, 
A man? of nobleft form, and in his art 
UnrivaH'd, Telemus Eurymedes. 
He, prophefying to the Cyclops-race; 
Grew old among us, and prefaged my loft 
Of fight, in future, by' Ulyfles* hand. 
I therefore watch 'd for the arrival here, 
Always, of feme great Chief, for ftature, bulk 
And beauty prais'd, and cloth 'd with wond'rous might 
But now # a puny dwarf, a wretch beneath 
All prudent fear, fubdued me firft with wine, 
Tbefn blinded me. Come hither, O my gueft ! 
Return, Ulyfles! hofpitable cheer 
Awaits *hee, and my pray'rs I will prefer 
To glorious Neptune for thy profp'rous courfe ; 
For I afti Neptune s offspring, and the God 
Is proud to be my Sire ; he, if he pleafe, 
And he alone can heal me ; none befidc 
Of Pow'rs Immortal, or of men below. 

He fpake, to whom I anfwer thus return *d. 
I would that of thy life amerced as furc 

IcauM 
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I coutd difmifs thee to the (hades, as none— 

Not Neptune's felf fhall fight reftore to Thee, 
So I ; then pray'd the Cyclops to his Sire, 

With hands uprais'd toward the ftarry heav'n. 
Hear, Ocean's Sovereign ! Neptune azure-hair'd ! 

If I indeed am thine, and if thou boaft 

Thyfelf my father, grant that never more 

Laertes' ion of Ithaca, renown' d 

For cities fackt, Ulyfles, reach his home. 

But (hould the fates ordain that he behold 

Once more his home, his country and his friends. 

Late, in diftrefs, on board a foreign bark, 

All his companions loft, may he arrive, 

Nor find his miseries ended even there. 

He fpake, whofe imprecation Neptune beard. 
Then lifting from the (hore a ftone office 
Still more unwieldy, with enormous force 
He whirl d it round, and launched it from his hand. 
Behind my fable bark the burthen fell, 
Threatening the rudder's head. Huge rofe the waves 
Under concuffion pf the plunging rock, . 
And wellnigh wafted us at once to land. 

But when we reached the ifle where we had left 
Our numYous barks, and where my people fat 
Watching with ceafelefs forrow our return, 
We thruft our veflel to the fandy (hore, 

s a Then 
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Then difembark'd, and of the Cyclops* fheep 

Gave equal fhare to all. To me alone 

My fellow- voyagers the ram confign'd 

In distribution, my peculiar meed. 

Him to the cloud-girt Sov'reign oyer all 

Devoting, on the fhore his thighs I burn'd. 

But adverfe Jove, defigning, even then, 

The wreck of all my galleys, and the death 

Of all my followers, heeded not the gift. 

Thus, feafting largely, on the fhore we fat 

Till even-tide, and quaffing gen'rous wine ; 

But when the fun was fet and darknefs fell, 

Then, on the fhore we flept ; and when again 

Aurora, rofy daughter of the Dawn, 

Look'd forth, I bade my people, cafting loble 

Without delay their moorings, climb the barks* 

They, all obedient, took their feats on board 

Well-ranged, and threfh'd with o&rs the foamy flood. 

Thus, happy to efcape, though fad for thofe 

Whom we had loft, we roam'd the Deep again. 
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ARGUMENT 

OF THI 

TENTH BOOK. 

Ulyflcs, in purfuit of his narrative, relates his arrival at the iflani 
of JEolas, his departure thence, and the unhappy occafion of 
his return thither. The monarch of the winds difmiftes him 
at laft with much afperity. He next tells, of his arrival among 
the»Laeftrygonians, by whom his whole fleet, together with their 
crews, are deftroyed, his own (hip and crew excepted* Thence 
he is driven to the iiland of Circe. By her the half of his people 
are transformed into fwine. Affifted by Mercury, he refills her en* 
chantments himfelf, and prevails with the Goddefs to recover 
them to their former fhape. In confequence of Circe's inftruc« 
tions, after haying fpent a complete year in her palace, he pre>, 
pares for a voyage to the infernal regions* 

BOOK X* 

XV e came to the iEollan ifle ; there dwells 
^Eolus, fon of Hippotas, belovd 
By the Immortals, in an ifle afloat *. 

• The iEolian ifles, commonly fo called, were in the Tyrrhene 
fea, and not far from Sicily* But whether one of thofe is here in* 
tended, or a diftinft one, perhaps of the poet's creation, is doubted 
by the commentators. 

Heraclides Ponticus fuppofes Mo\us himfelf an allegorical perfon, 
reprefenting the year,, and his fix fons and fix daughters the twelve 
months of it.— B. & C. 

$3 A brazen 
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A brazen wall force-proof, and fmootheft rocks 

Of ftecp afcent, environ it around. 

Twelve are his children in his palace born, 

Six fons, fix daughters ; and his daughters fix 

To his fix fons by nuptial rites he join'd. 

They with their father hold perpetual feaft 

And with their royal mother, (till fupplied 

With dainties numberlefs ; the founding dome 

Is fiird with fav'ry odour* all the day, 

And with their conforts chafte at night they fleep . 

On flat eli eft couches with rich arras fpread. 

Their city and their fplendid courts we reach'd. 

A month complete he, friendly, at his board 

Regaled me, and inquiry made minute 

Of Ilium's fall, of the Achaian fleet, 

And of our voyage thence. I told him all. 

But now, defirous to embark again, 

I afk'd difmifiion home, which he approved, 

And well provided for my profp'rous courle. 

He gave me, furnifh'd by a bullock fiay'd 

In his ninth year, a bag ; ev'ry rude blaft 

Which from its bottom turns the Deep, that bag 

Imprifon'd held ; for him Saturnian Jove 

Hath officed arbiter of all the winds, 

To roufe their force, or calm them, at his wilf. 

He gave me them on board my bark, fo bpund 

i With 
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^With filvcr twine that not a breath efeaped, 
Then order'd gentle Zephyrus abroad 
Tfo lpeed us homeward. Order vain, alas ! 
So fatal proved the folly of my friends *. 

Nine days continual, night and day we (ail'd, 
And on the tenth my native land appeared. 
Not far remote my Ithaeans I few 
Fires kindling on the coaft f ; but worn with toil 
And watchful care me gentle deep fubdued, 
for conftant I had ruled the helm, nor giv'n 
That charge to any, fearful of delay. 
Then, in clofe conference rjiy crew befpake 
Each other, and he carries home, they faid, 
Silver and gold from iEolus received, 
Son of the valiant Hippotas ; and thus 
A feaman murmuring, the reft harangued. 
Ye Gods ! what city or what lands foe'er 
Ulyfies vifits, how is he bclov d 
. By all, and honoured ! many precious fpoils 
He homeward bears from Troy ; but we return, 

• The poet is fuppofed to have bound thefe bags with fiber 
twine, that the miftake of the mariners who imagined them filled 
with treafure, might feem more probable.— B. & C. 

f They kindled fires on the coaft for the information of navi- 
gators, the fire itfelf ferving them as a fignal by night, and the 
fmokc by day. This was the fmoke which Ulyfies while detained 
ky Calypfo, fo ardently wifhed to fee.— -C* • - 

s 4 Partner! 
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Partners of all his perils by the way, 
With thriftlefs hands. Now alfo he hath gained 
This pledge of friend (hip from the King of winds. 
But come — be quick — fearch we the bag, and learn 
What, (lores of gold and filver it contains. 

So he, whofe mifchievous advice prevailed. 
They loos'd the bag ; forth ifiued all the winds, 
And,' rapt by tempefts back, with fruitlefs tears 
They mourn'd their native country loft again. 
Juft then awaking, in my troubled mind 
I doubted, whether from the vefleFs fide 
To plunge and perifh, or, with patient mind, 
To fuffer and to live. The fuff'rer's part 
At length I chofe, and, refolute, furvived. 
But, with my mantle wrapt around my brows, 
I lay'd me down, till, hurried by the blaft, 
We, groaning, reached again th* JEolian ifle. 

Firft, from refrefhing ftreams our barks we ftorcd, 
Then, my companions at their galley's fides 
All feated, took repaft ; (hort meal we made, 
When, with an herald and a chofen friend, 
The hall of iEolus once more I fought. 
Him banquetting with all his fons we found, 
And with his confort. Entering, down we fat 
AH on the threfliold, whom aftonifli'd they 
Beheld, and of our coming thus enquired. 

. Return'd? 
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Heturn'd ? Ulyfles ! by what adverfe P0w f r 
Repuls'd haft thou arrived ? W6 fent thee forth 
Well-fijtted to regain thy native ifle, 
Qr foon to reach what port foe'er thou would'ft. 

So they— to whom, heart-broken, I replied. 
My bafe companions and the traitor, Sleep 
Alike are culpable ; but, Ob my friends ! 
Redrefs the mifchief, for the pow'r is yours. 

So I their favour woo'd. .Mute fat the fons, 
But thus their father anfwer'd. Hence— be gone— 
Thou worft of men ! I may not entertain 
Or give fafe conduct homeward to a wretch 
Abhorr'd by all in heav'n. Hafte — leave the ifle. 
For hated by the Gods haft thou arrived. 

He iaid> and fent me forrowing from the gate. 
Thence, therefore, wearied at the toilfome oar 
Through our own folly, and with mournful hearty 
We ploughed the Deep, no longer hoping aid 
From ^Eolus, of winds to waft us home. 
Six days we navigated, day and night, 
The briny flood, and on the feventh arrived 
At lofty Laeflrigonia, city built 
By Lamus, for its diftant gates repown'd \ 



• The diftant gates are mentioned as a datum from which to efti- 
uate the extent of the city,— B, & C» 

The 
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The herdfman, there, his cattle driving home, 
Calls forth the (hepherd ; there, th* induftrious fwaio> 
Renouncing fleep, may double wages earn 
Attending both ; for when the flocks forfake 
At even-tide the paftures which they range 
Throughout the fervid day, the cooler hours 
No&urnal to the grazing herds belong *. 
To that capacious port we came, by rocks 
Uninterrupted flank' d on either fide 
Of tow'ring height, while prominent theihores 
And bold, converging at the haven's mouth 
Leave narrow pafs f . Wc pufh'd our galleys in, 
Then moor'd them fide by fide ; for never furge 
There lifts its head, or great or fmall, but clear 
We found, and motionlefs, the ihelter'd flood* 
I only, ilationing my bark without, 
Secured her well with hawfers to a rock 
At the land's point, then climb' d the rugged fteepy 
And flood to fpy the country. Labours none 
pf men or oxen in the land appear'd, 

# It is fuppofed by Euftathius that the paftures being iniefted by 
gad-flies and other noxious infeds in the day* time* they drove their 
iheep a-field in the morning, which by their wool were defended 
from them, and their cattle in the evening, when the infects had 
withdrawn.— -B. & C. Ic is one of the few paflages in Homer that 
mud lie at the mercy of conjecture. 

f Which accounts for the definition of the fleet, the difficulty 
of the egreft rendering their efcape impracticable.— -C. 

Nor 



Nor aught befide few we^ but from the earth 

Smoke riling ; therefore of my friends I fent 

Two weil-fele&ed, with an herald, third, 

To learn what race of men that country fed* 

I>eparting, they an even track purfued 

Made by the waggons bringing timber down 

From the high mountains to the town below. 

Ere yet they reach'd the city, on the way 

A damfel met them bearing forth an ew'r, 

The daughter of An tiphatas, the King, 

Defcending to the chryftal fountain named 

Artacia, whence the city was fupplied. 

Approaching they accofted her, and aflc'd 

What King reign'd there, and over whom he reign'd. 

She, prompt and pleafed, foon taught them how to find, 

Her father's houfe, where entVing, they beheld, 

And (hudder'd at the fight, a woman, huge 

And hideous, like a mountain's tow'ring head. 

She, feeing them, from council, inftant, call'd 

Her fpoufe Antiphatas, who teeming came 

With dreadful purpofes, and of the Three 

Seized one, whom crufh'd and broken he devour'd. 

With headlong terrour the furviving two 

Fled to the (hips. Then fent the ruthlefs King 

Loud proclamation forth, and, at the found, 

From fide to fide of all the city, fierce 

And 
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And countlefs, ftalk'd the La&ftrigonian hoft, 
Gigantic forms, not human. From the rocks 
Huge (tones, a ftrong man's burthen each, they caft, 
And terrible, at once, a mingled found 
Of fhatter'd (hips and dying men arofe, 
Whom fpcar'd like fifties to their home they bore, 
A loathfome prey. While them within the port 
They flaughter'd, I, (the faulchion at my fide 
Drawn forth) cut loofe the hawfers of my (hip, 
And all my crew enjoin'd with bofoms laid 
Prone on their oars, to fly the threatened woe. 
They, dreading inftant death, tugg'd refupine 
Together, and my galley from beneath 
Thofe beetling * rocks into the open fea 
Shot gladly ; but the reft all perifh'd there. 

Proceeding thence, we figh'd, and roam'd the waves^ 
Glad that wc lived, but forrowing for the flain. 
We came to the iEaean ifle ; there dwelt 
Circe, dread Goddefs, fkill'd in magic fong, 
Sifter of fage iEaetes ; them the Sun, 
Bright luminary of the world, begat 
On Perfe, daughter of Oceanus + . 

* The word has the authority of Shakefpear, and fignifies over- 
hanging. 

f pastes was king of Colchis and father of Medea.— B. & C. 

Our 
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Our veflel filently # we grounded there 
Within a fpacious haven, thither led 
By fome celeftial Pow'r. We difembark'd, 
And on the coaft two days and nights entire 
Extended lay, with labour worn, and each 
The viflim of his heart-devouring woes. 
Then, wfth my fpear and with my faulchion arm'd, 
I left the (hip to climb with hafty fteps 
An airy height, thence, hoping to efpy 
Some works of man, or hear, perchance, a voice. 
Exalted on a rough rock's craggy point 
I flood, and on the diftant plain, beheld 
Smoke which from Circe's palace through the gloom 
Of trees and thickets rofe. That fmoke difcern'd, 
I ponder'd next if thither I fhould hafte, 
Seeking intelligence. Long time I mufed, 
But chofe at laft, as my difcreter courfe, 
To feek the fea-beach and my bark again, 
And, when my crew had eaten, to difpatch 
Before me, others, who fhould firft enquire. 
•But, ere I yet had reach'd my gallant bark, 
Some God with pity viewing me alone 
In that untrodden folitude, fent forth 



* Being made extremely cautious byjthe mifchlefs they had fu£> 
fered both from the Cyclops and the Laeftrigonians.— C# " 

: An 
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An antler'd flag fall-fized into my way. 

His woodland paftures left, be fought the {beam, 

For he toas thirfty and already parch'd 

By the fun 9 s heat Him ifTuing from his hatmt, 

Sheer through the back beneath his middle fpine 

I wounded, and the lance fprang forth beyond. 

Moaning he fell, and in the duft expired. 

Then, treading on his brcathlefs trunk, I pluck'd 

My weapon forth, which leaving there reclined, 

I tore away the ofiers with my hands 

And fallows green, and to a fathom's length 

Twitting the gathered twigs into a band, 

Bound faft the feet of my enormous prey, 

And, flinging him athwart my neck, repaired 

Toward my fable bark, propp'd on my lance. 

Which now to carry ihoulder'd as before 

Surpafs'd my powV, fo bulky was the load. 

Arriving at the (hip, I there let fall 

My burthen, and, aflembling on the beach 

My people, thus their dropping fpirits «&eer'd. 

Rejoige, my friends ! We {hall not, though diftrefeM, 
Seek Pluto's realm till thither fent by Fate. 
Come— we will banquet now, not die confumed 
\Vith famine, wanting neither food nor wine. 

Ifpake; at once obedient, from the ground, 
£heir folded brows udmantling, all arofe, 

And 
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And with admiring eyes (for of a bulk 
To be admired was he) the ftag furvey'd, 
Till having gazed their fill, their hands they laved, 
And preparation made of noble cheer* 
That day complete, till fet of fun, we (pent 
Feafting delicioufly without reftraint, 
And quaffing gen'rous wine ; but when the fun 
Went down, and darknefs overfhadow'd all, 
Extended, then, on Ocean's bank we lay ; 
And when Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 
^ Look'd rofy forth, convening all my crew 
To council, J arofe, and thus began* 
My fellow-voyagers, however worn 
With numerous hardfhips, hear ! for neither Weft 
Know we, nor Eaft, where rifes, or where fete 
The all-enlighfning fun. But let us think, 
If thought perchance may profit us, of which 
Small hope 1 fee ; for when I lately climb'd 
Yon craggy rock, I faw that we had reach'd 
An ifle encircled by the boundlefs Deep ; 
Flat lies the }and, and in the midft I mark'd 
Dun fmoke afcending from an oaken bowV. 

I fpake, whom they with hearts half-broken heard. 
Recalling fell Antiphatas to mind 
The Lseftrygohian, and the Cyclops 9 deeds, 
Ferocious feeder on the flefli of man* 

Aloud 
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Aloud they wept ; fail flow'd the tears of each ; 
But neither tears nor cries avail'd them aught. 
Then, feparating all my valiant friends 
In equal portions, I affignM a Chief 
To either band, myfelf to thefe, to thole 
Godlike Eurylochus. This done, we caft 
The lots into the helmet, and at once 
Forth fprang the lot of bold Eurylochus. 
He went, and with him of my people march'd 
Twenty and two ; they (brrowing to depart* 
Nor we lefs mourning to be left behind. 
Low in a vale, but on an open fpot, 
They found the fplendid houfe of Circe, built 
With polilh'd ftones, and compafs'd all around 
By lions on all fides and mountain-wolves 
Tamed by hcrfelf with drugs of noxious pow'rs*. 

Nor 

• Hinc exaudiri fremitus, iraeque leonura 
Vincla recufantum, ct (era Tub nolle ruderitum : 
Setigerique fues, atque in praefepibus urfi • 
Saevire, ac fornix magnorum ululare luporum : 
Quos hominura ex facie Dea faeva potentibus herbis 
fnduerat Circe in vultus ac terga ferarum. Mn, VII. 15* 

Hence groans were beard, and the vext lion's voice 
Scorning his chain, and growling through the Dark* 
And briftly boars, and at the manger bound 
Bear! murmuring, and huge wolves howling loud, 
Whom, human once, with drugs of mighty pow*f 
The ibrcerels had changed to brutal forms. 

Tke parages are not cxacliy parallel ; Homer defcribes wild beafts 

tamed, 
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Nor were they mifchievous, but as my friends 

.Approached,, arifing on their hinder feet, 

Paw'd therri in blandiftiment, and wagg'd the tail. . 

As^ when from feaft he rifes, dogs around 

Their mafter fawn, acCuftom'd to receive 

Some foothing gift from his familiar hand, 

Around my people, fo, thofe talon'd wolves 

And lions fawnM* They, terrified, that troop 

Of favage monfters horrible, beheld. 

And npw> before the Goddefs* gates arrived, 

'JThey heard the voice of Circe (inging fweet 

Within, while, bufied at the loom, (he wove 

An ample web immortal, fuch a work 

Tmnfparent, graceful, and of bright defign 

As hands of Goddefles alone produce. 

Thus then Polites, Prince of men, the friend 

Highefi: in my cfteem, the reft befpake. 

My friends ! fome damfel or fome Goddefs weaves 
An ample web within, and ftrikes, the while, 
With fuch melodious ftrains the marble walls, 
That all the palace rings. Hafte — Call aloud. 

He ceas'd ; they call'd ; foon ifluing at the found, 
The Goddefs open'd wide her fplendid gates, 

tamed, and Virgil men transformed to beads. There U no 
room, therefore, for the comparifon made by Scaliger, or for the 
preference which he gives to Virgil. — See Clarke. 

VOL, JII. X " And 
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And bade them in ; they, heedlefs, all complied, 
All fave Eurylochus, who fear'd a fnare*. 
She, intrdoucing them, conducted each 
To a bright throne, then gave them Pramnian wine, 
With grated cheefe, pure meal, and honey new, 
But medicated with her poisonous drugs 
Their food, that in oblivion they might lofe 
The wHh of home. She gave them, and they drank,— 
When, finiting each with her enchanting wand, 
She (hut them in her fties. In head, in voice, 
In body, and in bridles they became 
All fwine, yet intelledled as before. 
There Circe (but them all, who weeping fed 
On acorns, chefnuts, and the cornel-fruit, 
Food grateful ever to the groveling fwine. 
Back flew Eurylochus toward the fhip, 
To tell the woful tale ; ftruggling to fpeak, 
Yet fpeechlefs, there he flood, his heart transfixt 
With anguilh, and his eyes with tears replete. 
Me boding terrours occupied. At length, 
When, gazing on him, all had oft enquired, 
He thus rehears'd to lis the dreadful change. 

* He feared a fnare from the Angularity of all that he obferved ; 
wild beads tradable as fpaniels, and a peffori, woman in appearance 
and all alone, inviting fo many men unknown to her, without dis- 
covering the fmalleft apprehenfion.— B* & C. 

Renown'd 
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Renown'dTJlyflfes ! as thou bad'ft, We went 
Through yonder oaks ; imbofcrti'd iti 4 vale, 
But built confpicuous on a fwelling knoll 
With polifh'd rock, we found a (lately dome \ 
Within, fome Goddefs or (bme woman wove 
An ample web, and caroll'd fweet the while. 
They call'd aloud ; fhe, ifluing at the voice, 
Unfolded, foon, her fplendid portals wide> 
And bade them in. Heedlefs they enter'd, all* 
But 1 rerhain'd, fufpicious of a fnarfe. 
Erelong the whole band vanifh'd, none I faw 
Thenceforth, though, feated there, long time I watch 'd* 

He ended ; I my ftudded faulchidn huge 
Athwart my fhoulder cad, and feized my bow, 
Then bade him lead me thtyher by the way 
Himfelf had gone ; but with both hands my knees 
He ciafp'd, and in wing'd accents fad exclaim'd. 

My King 1 ah lead me not Unwilling back, 
But leave m6 here ; for confident I judge 
That neither thou wilt bring another thence* 
Nor come thy felf again. Hkfte— fly we fwift 
With thefe, for we, at leaft, may yet efcape* 



* H»OfA!Jr 9 lif iXthlVtC,- 



The omiifion of the conjunctive *ul is admired by Dionyfius Hal : 
as a great beauty, the effect of it being not only rapidity but em- 
ghafis.— -C. 

T 2 So 
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So he, to whotn this anfwer I returned, 
Eurylochus i abiding here, eat thou 
And drink thy fill befide the fable bark ; 
I go ; neceffity forbids my flay. 

So faying, I left the galley and the fhore. 
Bat crie yet, travelling that gloomy vale, 
I rcach'd the palace where th* enchantrefs dwelt, 
Hermes, pofieflbr of the golden wand, 
Met me. Some ftripftng in bis prime he fcem'd 
Hjs cheeks cloth'd newly with their earlieft down, 
For youth is then moft. graceful ; faft he lock'd 
His hand in mine, and thus, familiar, fpakc. 

Unhappy ! whither, wandVing o'er the hills, 
Stranger to all this region, and alone, 
Go'ft thou ? Thy people are within the walls 
Of Circe prifond, where as fwine in flies 
She keeps them. Com'ft thou to releafe thy friends t 
I tell thee, never wilt thou thence return 
Thyfelf, but wilt be prifon d with the reft. 
Yet hearken' — I will v difappoint her wiles, 
And will preferve thee. Take this precious drug ; 
This holding, enter thou the Goddefs' houfe 
Boldly, for it (hall fave thy life from harm, 
Lo ! I reveal to thee the cruel arts 
Of Circe ; learn them. She will mix for thee 
A potion, and will alfo drug thy food 

3 With 



With noxious herbs ; but flic fhall not prevail 
By all her povv'r to change thee ; for the force 
Superiour of this noble plant, my gift, 
Shall baffle her. Hear ftill what I advife. 
When fhe (hall fmite thee with her flender rod, 
With faulchion drawn and with death-threat'ning looks 
Rufli on her j terrified, to her embrace 
She will invite thee ; neither thou refufe 
The Goddefs' offer'd love, fecure to win 
DelivVan'ce for thy friends, and for thyfelf 
Reception kind and bounteous in return. 
But force her fwear the dreaded oath of hcav'n 
That (he will other mifchief none devife 
Againft thee, left (he ftrip thec of thy might, 
And, quenching ail thy virtue, make thee vile *• 

So fpake propitious Hermes, and the drug 
Pluck'4 from the foil to my pofleffion gave, 
With knowledge of its powVs. The root was black, 
Milk-white the. bloflbm j Moly is its name 



-Circes pocula nofti | 



Quae fi cum fociis ftultus cupidufque bibiffet, 
Sub domina mcretrice fuiflet turpi* tt excortj 
Vixiflet canU immundu** vol arnica, luto fu», 

Hor. Epi* i Lib, I, i> 23.— C. 

■ i 1 * thou haft heard of Circe's tup j 

Which drinking, like the greedy fool* hit friend*. 
He had become an harlot** heartlei* drudge | 
A filthy cur tad lived, or filthier firinc, 

T3 . la 
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In heav'n ; not cafily by mortal man 

Dug forth, but all is eafy to the Gods \ 

Then, Hermes through the ifl^nd-woods repai r'd 

To heav'n, and I to Circe's dread abode, 

In gloopiy mufinga hufied as I went. 

Within the veftibule arrived, where dwelt 

The beauteous Goddefs, flaying there my fteps, 

I call'd aloud ; fhe, fudden, at the voice 

Appearing, threw the fplendid portals wide 

And bade me in ; I, (brrowful, obey'd, 

She placed me on an argent-ftudded throne 

Foot-ftooTd beneath, and for my drink prepared 

The Pramnian mixture in a golden cup, 

Impregnating, on my deftru<SHon bent, 

With noxious herbs the draught. I drain'd fecurc 

And unimpair'd the goblet, when, incenfed, 

She fmote me with her wand, and thus exclaim'd— « m 

Now feek the fty. There wallow with thy friends* 
She fpake ; I drawing from befide my thigh 
My faulchion keen, with death-denouncing looks 
Rufli'd on her ; (lie with fcreams of terrour ran 
Beneath my lifted arm, feized fail my knees, 
And in wing'd accents plaintive thus began. 

Who ? whence ? thy city aad tby birth declare. 

* Mercury was \hc God of infl nicYion, and Moly is an allegori- 
cal plant by which inftru&son or falutany difcipline is intended. — B. 

x Amazed 
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Amazed I fee thee with that potion drcnch'd, 

Yet uninchanted ; never man before 

Once pafs'd it through bit lips, and Kv'd the lame ; 

But in thy breaft a mind inhabits, proof 

Againft all charms. Come then — I know thee well. 

Thou art Ulyfiea verfatile and fhrewd, 

Of whofe arrival here in his return 

From Ilium, Hermes of the golden wand 

Was ever wont to tell me. Sheath again 

Thy fword, and let us, on my bed reclined, 

Mutual embrace, that we may trail thenceforth 

Each other, without jealoufy or fear. 

The Goddefs fpake, to whom I thus replied. 
O Circe ! canft thou bid me meek become 
And gentle, who beneath thy roof detain'ft 
My fellow- voyagers transform'd to fwine ? 
And, fearing my efcape, invifftthou me 
To (hare thy conch, with fraudulent defign 
Firft to unarm, and to unman me, next ? 
No— truft me — never will I (hare thy bed 
Till firft, oh Goddefs, thou confent to fwear 
The dread all-binding oath, that other harm 
Againft myfelf thou wilt imagine none. 

I fpakc, and, undelaying, (he complied. 
When, therefore, nought of all her folenm oath 
Unfwoni remained, I climb'd her ftately bed. 

t 4 Four 
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Four graceful nymphs, mean-time, their houfhold tru$ 
Adminift ring, the palace brifkly paced, 
Her menials, from the fountains fprung and grqves 4 
And from the facred ftreams that feek the iea. 
Of thefe, one cafl fine linen on the thrones, 
Which, next, with purple arras rich (he fpread 3 
Bright (ilver (lands with golden difhes changed 
Before the gorgeous thrones another placed, 
The third, an argent beaker (ill'd with wine 
Delicious, ^vhich in golden cups (he ferved/; 
The fourth brought water, which (he wann'd withifl 
An ample vafe, and when the fimm'ring flpo4 
Sang in the tripod, led me to a bath, 
And laved me with the pleafant ftream profufe 
Pour'd o'er my neck and body, till my limbs 
Rcfrefli'd, all fenfe of laflitiide refignU 
When (lie had bathed me, and with limpid ox\ 
Anointed me, and clothed me in 3 veil 
And mantle, next, flip Jed me tp a throne 
Of royal (late* with filver ftuds embofs'd, 
And footftool'd foft beneath j then came a nymph 
With golden ewer charged aqd (}lver bowl, . 
Who pour d pure water on niy baqds, and placed 
The fhining (land befprp me, which with food 
Various, feledted from her prefent (lores, 
The catVefs (pread $ then, courteous^ bad? me eat 

But 
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put mp it pleas' d not ; with far other thoughts 
My fpirit teem'd, on vengeance more intent, 
goon, then, as Circe mark'd me on my feat 
FaftrrpotecJ, fallen, nor with outftretch'd hands 
Peigning to touch the banquet, fhe approachM, 
/ind in wing'd accepts fuafive thus began. 

Why fits Ulyfles like the Dumb, 4ark thought* 
]His only food ? loathes he the touch of meat, 
And t^fte of wine ? Thou fear' ft, as I perceive, 
pome other fnare, but idle is that fear, 
For I have fworn the inviolable oath. 

She ceas^i, to whom this anfwer I return'c}. 
How can J eat ? what virtuous man and juft 
O Circe J could ertdure thp taft? of wine 
Qr food, till he fhould fee his prifonM friends 
Qnce mpre at liberty ? If then thy \yifli 
That I fhoujd eat and drink be true, reflore 
My loyed companions to thefe eyes again *. 

So I ; then Circe, Rearing in her hand 
per potent rod, went forth, find pp'nirig wide 
The fiy, drove thence my friends, none fmaller-fizc4 
Than, ^ft^r nine yean growth, thp pampered brawn. 

# Xenocrates arriving at the court q( Afjtipater, in the office of 
an ambaflador employed 50 folicit the releafe of Athenians whom he 
bad taken prifoncrs, and being invited to his table* anfwered the 
invitation in thefe lines. The conqueror was fo well pleafed with 
tfte application, that he-relc^fed the captives immediately,— C. 
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They flood before me ; (he through all the herd 
Proceeding, each anointed with a charm 
Of other pow'rs, and at the wholefome touch 
AH fhed the fwinifli briftles by the drug 
Dread Circe's former magic gift, produced. 
Reftored at once to manhood, they appear'd 
More vig'rous far, and fightlier than before. 
Confcious of me, they feized with tender grafp 
Their leader's hand. Tears foitow'd, but of joy, 
And with loud cries the vaulted palace rang. 
Even the awful Goddefs felt, herfeff, 
Companion, and, approaching me, began. 

Laertes' noble fon, for wiles renownM I 
Hence to the (hore, and to thy gallant bark ; 
Firft, hale her fafe aground, then, biding all 
Your arms and treafures in the caverns, come 
Thy felf again, and hither lead thy friends. 

So fpake the Goddefs, and my genVous mind 
Pcrfuaded ; thence repairing to the beach, 
I fought my (hip j arrived, I found my crew 
Lamenting miferably, and their cheeks 
With tears bedewing ceafelefs at her fide. 
As when the calves within fome village rear'd 
Behold, at eve, the herd returning home 
From fruitful meads where they have grazed their fill, 
Forth rufhing from the (tall, they blare and fjport ( 

Around. 
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Around their mothers with a ceafeleft joy, 
Such joy, at fight of me, diflblved in tears 
My grateful friends, and each his fpirit felt 
With like affections warm'd as he had reach'd 
At length his country, and his city feen, 
Fair Ithaca, where he was born and rear'd. 
Then in wing'd accents tender thus they fpake. 

Noble Ulyfles 1 thy appearance fills 
Our foul with tranfports, fuch as we fhould feel 
Arrived in fafety on our native (bore* 
But fpeak— how perifli'd our unhappy friends i 

So they ; when* cheering them, I thus replied* 
Hale ye the veflel firft albore, and hide 
In caverns all our treafures and our arms ; 
Then hafle to follow me, and ye (hall foon 
Behold your happy friends, beneath the roof 
Of Circe banquetting and drinking wine, 
For dearth of nought with her they feel or fear. 

So I ; whom all with readinefs obey'd, 
All lave ^urylochus ; he (ought alone 
To (lay the reft, and, eager, interpofed. 

Ah whither tend we, miferable men } 
Why covet ye this evil, to go down 
To CiFce f s palace ? (he will change us alf 
To lions, wolves, or (wine, that we may guard 
Her palace ? by neceffity conftrain'd. 

So 
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60 fomc were pris'ners of the Cyclops erft, 
When, led by raft Ulyflfes, our loft friends 
Intruded needlefsly into his cave, 
And perifti'd by the folly of their Chief. 

He fpakc ; whom hearing, half refolv'd I flood 
With my keen faulchion from befide me drawn, 
To tumble his lopp'd head into the duft, 
Although he were my kinfman in the bonds 
Of clofe affinity ; but all my friends 
As with one voice, thus gently interpofed. 

Our noble Chief I Command that he remain 
Our veflel's guard, while we thy fteps attend 
That (hall conduct us where the Goddels dwells. 

So faying, they left the galley, and fet forth 
Climbing the coaft ; nor would J&urylochus 
Befide the hollow bark remain, but join'd 
Pis comrades, by my dreadful menace awed, 
Cifce, the while, my friends, her happy guefts 
Had nought q$gle&ed, but to each had giv'n 
Warm bath, fmooth unflion, veft and fleecy cloak, 
And feafting, when wc came, we found ihem all. 
'ihey met, they greeted, and the wpnd'rpus tale 
Of transformation told, all wept aloud 
Till the wide dome refquuded. Then approach'd 
The graceful Goddefs, and addrefs'd me tbus.- 

Xaertes' noble fpn, for wiles rcnpwn ? d 1 

Provoke 
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Provoke ye not each other, now, to tears. 

I am not ignorant, myfelf, how dread 

Have been your woes, both on the fifhy Deep, 

And on the land by force of hoftilc pow'rs. 

Bat come — Eat now, and drink ye wine, that fo 

Your freftienM fpirit may revive, and ye 

Like courage feel again, as when ye left 

The rugged fhores of Ithaca, your home. 

For now, through rccollc&ion, day by day, 

Of all your pains and toils, ye are become 

.Exhaufted, ftrengthlefs, and a cheerful mind 

Know never, fuch have been your numerous woes. 

She fpake, whofc invitation kind prevail'd, 
And won us to her will. There, then, we dwelt 
The year complete, with fav'ry viands fed 
Day after day, and quaffing gen'rous wine. 
But when the year, with all its waning moons 
And tedious days, fulfilled, another year 
Its circling courfe began, my faithful friends 
Then fummon'd me abroad, anrV thus they faid. 

Sir ! recolledt thy country, if indeed 
Propitious fate ordain thee to behold 
Thy native (hores and high-built home again. 

So they ; whofe admonition I rcceiv/d 
Well-pleas*d. Then, all the thp day, regaled we fat 

At 
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At Circe's board with fevVy viands rare, 
And quaffing richeft wine ; but when, the fua 
Declining, darknefs overftiadow'd all, 
Then, each within the dufky palace took 
Cuftom'd repofe, and to the Goddeft' bed 
Magnificent afcending, there I urged 
My earned fuit, which gracious (he received, 
And in wing'd accents earned thus I fpake. 

O Circe ! let us prove thy promife true ; 
Difmifs us hence. My own delires, at length, 
Tend homeward vehement, and the defires 
No left of all my friends, who with complaints 
By thee unttitnefs'd, wear my heart away. 

So I ; to whom the Goddefs in return. 
Laertes* noble foil, Ulyfles famed 
For deeped wifdom ! dwell not longer herfc, 
Thou and thy followers, in my abode 
Relu&ant ; but your next mull be a courie 
Far different ; hence departing, ye muft fcek 
The dreary houfe of Ades and of dread 
Perfephone, that ye may there confult 
Theban Tirefias, prophet blind, but bleft 
With faculties which death itfelf hath fpared, 
On whom alone Perfephone beftows 
A mind prophetick, while all others flit 



Mere 
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Mere forms, the fhadows of what once they were \ 

She fpake ; whofe awful tidings I received 
Heart-broken ; weeping on the bed I fat, 
Recklefs of life and of the light of day* 
But when, with tears and rolling to and fro 
Satiate, I felt relief, I thus replied. 

Circe ! with what guide fhall I perform 
This voyage, unperform'd by living man ? 

1 fpake, when inftantly the Goddefs thus—* 
Brave Laertiades ! let not the fear 

To want a guide diftrefs thee. Once on board, 
Your maft cre&ed, and your fhining fail 
Unfurl'd, fit thou; the breathing North fhall waft 
Thy veflel on. But when ye fhall have crofs'd 
The broad expanfe of Ocean, and fhall reach 
The oozy fhore, where grow the poplar groves 
And fruitlefs willows wan of Proferpine, 
Pufh thither through the gulphy Deep thy bark, 
And, landing, hafte to Pluto's murky abode. 

• A curious ftory, but unfit for tranflation, is related by the 
Scholiaft concerning the caufe of his blindnefiL—Bt & C. 

Hauta, the daughter of Tireiias, rivalled her father in prophetick 
(kill, and, refiding at Delphos, carried the art to a much greater 
degree of perfection. Poflefled qf wonderful natural talents, (ht 
compofed moft of her oracular refponfes in verfe of different (true- 
tures, and many of her lines Homer is faid to have appropriated 
and to have applied them to the erabellifhment of his poems. 

Diod. Sic Hif. lib. iv.— C. 

There 
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There; into Acheron runs not alone 
Dread Pyriphlegethon, but Cocyttfs loud, 
From Styx derived ; there alftf ftands a rocl:^ 
At whofe broad bafe the roaring rivers meet *• 
There, thrufting* as I bid, thy bark afhore, 
O Hero ! fcoop a trench, in length and breadth 
A meafured cubit, 4nd libation poar 
Around, for all the nations of the Dead ; 
Firft, milk with honey mixt, then lufcious wme^ 
Then water, fprinkling, laft, meal over alL 
Next, offer Amplication to the forms 
And (hadows of the Dead, and vow to flajr 
In thy own palace, fhould'ft thou fafe return* 
An heifer, faireft of thy num'rous herds* 
And to enrich unfparingly the pyre 
With delicacies fuch as pleafe the (hades; 
But, in peculiar, to Tirefias vow 
A ram all fable, and of nobleft fize. 
When thus thou, haft propitiated with pray f r 
All the illuftrious nations of the dead. 
Slay for them, next, in facrifice a ram 
And fable ewe, turning the face of each 
Right toward Erebus, and look thyfelf, 

' • Acheron fignifics the river of woe, Pyriphlcgethon, the river 

that burns with fire, Cocytus the river of wailing, and Styx, of 

hatred* 

i • . Mean-time* 
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Mean-time, alkance toward the river's courfe. 
Souls numVous, foon, of the departed dead 
Will thither flock ; then, ftrenuous urge thy friends, 
Playing the victims which thy ruthlefs ftecl 
Hath flain, to burn them, and to footh by pray'r 
Illuftrious Pluto and dread Profcrpine. 
While thus is done, thou feated at the fofs, 
Faulchion in hand, chafe thence the airy forms 
Afar, nor fuffer them to approach the blood, 
TiH with Tirefias thou have firft conferred. 
Then, glorious Chief! the Prophet (hall himfelf 
Appear, who will inftrudl thee, and thy courfe 
Delineate, meafuring from place to place 
Thy whole return athwart the fiftiy flood. 

While thus fhe fpake, the golden dawn arofe, 
When, putting on me my attire, the nymph 
Next, cloth'd herfelf, and girding to her waift 
With an embroidered zone her fnowy robe 
Graceful, redundant, veil'd her beauteous head. 
Thenj ranging the wide palace, I aroufed 
My followers, ftanding at the fide of each — 

Up ! fleep no longer ! let us quick depart, 
For thus the Goddefs hath, herfelf, advifed. 

So I, whofe early fummons my brave friends 
With readinefs obey'd. Yet even thence 
I brought not all my crew. There was a youth, 

vol. in. u Youngeft 
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Youngeftof all my train, Elpeoor; one 

Not much in eftimation for defert 

la arms, nor prompt in underftanding more, ! 

Who, feeking cooler air, which overcharged 

With wine he needed, on the palace-roof 

Of Circe flept, apart from all the reft. 

Awaken v d by the clamour of my friends 

Newly arifen, he alfo fprang to rife, 

And, in his hafte, forgetful where to find 

The deep-defcending flairs, plunged through the roof. 

That fhock his neck-bone, parting at the joint, 

Suflain'd not, and his fpirit fought the fhades. 

Then, thus to my afiembling friends I fpake. 
Ye think, I doubt not, of an homeward courfe, 
But Circe points me to the drear abode 
Of Proferpine and Pluto, to confult 
The fpirit of Tirefias, Theban feer. 

I ceafed, and they thofe awful tidings heard 
Heart-broken ; down they fat, lamenting loud 
Their mournful lot, and plucking each his hair; 
Yet profit none of all their forrow found. 

But while we fought my galley on the beach, 
With aching hearts and ever-flowing tears, 
Circe, the while, defcended to the fhore, 
That fhe might bind befide the bark a ram 
And fable ewe, but pafs'd us unperceived j 

For 
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Fbr who, when they confent not to be feen, 
Can fee the Gods, what way foe'er they move*? 



> £Xrt< avrlf 



Orpheus apud Clem. Alex.— C* 

L ' who fa; 

Himfelf invifible, all human-kind. 
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Ulyflei relates to Alcino&s his voyage to the infernal regions, his 
conference there with the prophet Tireuas concerning his return 
to Ithaca, and gives him an account of the Jieroes, heroines, and 
others whom he (aw there. 



BOOK XL 

WE reached the (hip, which haling downward, firft 
Into the (acred Deep, we placed on board 
Her mad and fails, the ram and (able ewe, 
Then enter'd weeping and diftrefs'd, ourfelves. 
And now, melodious Circe, nymph divine. 
Sent after us a canvas-ftretching breeze, 
Pleafant companion of our courfe, and we 
(The tackle once adjufted) on the feats 
Repofing, needed but the pilots aid. 

All 
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AH day, with fails diftended, o'^rthe Deep 

She flew, and when the fun, at length, declined, 

-And twilight dim had fliadow'd all the ways, 

Approach'd the bourn of Ocean's vaft profound. 

The city, there, of the Cimmerians ftands 

With clouds and darknefs veil'd, on whom the fun 

Deigns not to look with his beam-darting eye, 

Or when he clifabs the ftarry arch, or when 

Earthward he flopes again his wefFring wheels *, 

But fad night canopies the woful race*. 

We haled the bark aground, and, landing there 

The ram and fable ewe, befide the brink 

Of Ocean journe/d whither Circe bade, 

Eurylochus and Perimcdes here 

The vi&ims held, while with my faulchion drawn 

I fcoopM an hollow trench in meafur'd length 

And breadth, a cubit, and libation pour'd 

* Milton. 

I A people who inhabited the fhore of the Bofphoras, where 
they are fa id tp have dwelt in excavations of the earth, communi- 
cating with each other by fubterraneous pafTages. Strabo fays that 
they fubfiited partly by mining for meials and partly by prophecy ; 
they had an oracle at a great depth under-ground, and thofe of 
them whofe bufinefs it was in particular to attend it, never faw the 
fun, emerging from their caverns only in the night. — C. 

The night it called w| fcoii, becanfe it was an unnatural one. . To 
the proper night Homer generally gives the epithet «/u.j3f«r»i) 9 ~C 9 

v 3 Around 
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Around for all the nations of the Dead, 
Firft, milk with honey mixt, then lufcious wine, 
Then water ; fprinkling, laft, meal over all. 
This done, adoring the unreal forms 
And fhadows of the dead, I vow'd to flay, 
In my own palace, (hould I fafe return, 
An heifer, faireft of my numerous herds, 
And to enrich unfparingly the pyre 
With delicacies, fuch as pleafe the ihades. 
But, in peculiar, to the Theban feer 
I vow'd, in fize fuperiour to the reft 
A fable ram. When thus I had implored 
With vows and pray'r the nations of the dead, 
Piercing the vidiims next, I turn'd them both 
To bleed into the trench ; then fwarming came 
From Erebus the Ihades of the deceafed, 
Brides, youths unwedded, feniors who had lived 
Long time familiar with oppreffive cares, 
And girls, affli&ed never till they died. 
Came alfo riunrTrous warriors by the fpear 
In battle pierced, with armour gore-diftain'd, 
And lialk'd in multitudes around the fofs 
With dreadful clamours ; me pale horrour feized. 
Then, all in haftc, I importuned my friends 
Flaying the vidians which myfelf had flaihi 

To 
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To burn them, and to fappHcate in pray'r 
Illuftrious Pluto and dread Proferpine*. 
I fat the while, and with my faulchion drawn 
Forbade the thronging ghofis to approach the blood, 
Till with Tirefias I fhould firft confer. 

The fpirit, firft, of my companion canie, 
Elpenor ; for no burial honours yet 
Had he received, but we had left his corfe 
In Circe's palace, tomblefs, undeplored, 
Ourfelves by preflure urged of other cares. 
Him feeing, with companion touched I wept, 
And in wing'd accents of his fate enquired. 

Elpenor ! how cam'ft thou into the realms 
Of darknefs ? Haft thou, though on foot, fo far 
Outftripp'd my fpeed, who in my bark arrived ? 

So I, to whom with tears he thus replied. 
Laertes* noble fon, for wiles renown'd ! 
Fool'd by fome demon and the intemp'rate bowl, 
I perifh'd in the houfe of Circe ; there 
Forgetful of the deep-defcending fteps 
I fell precipitated from the roof. 
That {hock my neck-bone, parting at the joint, 
Suftain'd not, and my fpirit fought the fhades. 

• Becaufe Ulyfles himfelf departed not from the trench he had 
opened* but flood guarding the blood continually, according to the 
inftru&ion given him by Circe* — B. & C. 

v 4 But 
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But now, by thofe whom thou haft left at home* 

By thy Penelope, and by thy fire, 

The gentle guardian of thine infant yeara, 

And by thy only fon Telemachus 

I now adjure thee, for full well I know 

That from the houfe of Pluto fafe returg'd, 

Thou (halt erelong thy gallant veflel moor 

At the iEacan ifle. Ah ! there arrived 

Remember me, nor leave me undcplored 

And un inhumed, left vengeance, for my fake, 

Attend thee from the Gods ; but burn my coric 

With whatfoever arms I left, and raife 

A kind memorial of me on the (bore, 

Heap'd high with earth ; that an unhappy man 

May yet enjoy an unforgotten name. 

Thus do at my requeft, and on my hill 

Funereal fix ere& the polifh'd oar, 

With which among my friends I lately row'd \ 

He fpake, to whom thus ahfvver I returnM, 
Poor youth ! I will perform thy whole defire. 

Thus we, there fitting, doleful converfc held, 
I, ftretching my bright faulchion o'er the blood, 

* It was a prevalent opinion among the Greeks, that the (hadei 
of the nnburied dead were not permitted to mix with the (hade* of 
others. The Schoiiaft obferves that he faw not thofe who had 
been devomed by the Cyclops or the Laeftrigonians, becauje, they, 
however horrible their fepulture, had yet a tomb.— -C t 

3 And 
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And my companion's Ihadowy femblance fad 
With earned fpeech difcourfing me the while. 
The foul of my departed mother, next. 
Of Anticleia, daughter of the brave 
Autolycus approach'd, whom going forth 
To Ilium, I had living left at home *...•; 
Her feeing, with companion touch'd, I wept j 
Yet even her, (although it pain'd my foul) 
Forbade, relentlefs, to approach the blood. 
Till with Tirefias I ftjould firft confer* 
Then came the fpirit of the Theban feer 
Himfelf, his golden fceptre in his hand. 
Who knew me, and, enquiring, thus began. 

Why, wretched man ! the fun's bright beams renounced, 
Com'ft thou to vifit in this joylefs place 
The fhades of men departed ? Leave the trench, 
And turn thy faulchion's glitt'ring edge away, 
That I may drink the bloody and tell thee truth* 

He fpake ; I thence receding, deep infix 'd 
My glitt'ring faulchion in the fheath again, 
And when the prophet ffom the crimfon pool 
JIad drawn till fatisfied, he thus began. 

Thou feek'ft a pleafant voyage home again, 
ftenown d Ulyfles ! but a God will make 

• The tradition is, that, unable to endure the long abfence of her 
$q. ft* hanged herfejf,— & & Q. 

■ That 
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That voyage difficult ; for, as I judge, 

Thou wilt not pafs by Neptune unperceiv'd, 

Whofe anger fUll purines tbee, for tbe fake 

Of Polypheme his fon, made blind by thee. 

At length, however, after numerous woes, 

Thou may'ft attain, perchance, thy native ifle, 

If thy own appetite thou wilt control 

And theirs who follow thee, what time thy bark 

Well-built, fhall at Thrinacia's fhore arrive, 

Efcaped from perils of the gloomy Deep*. 

There grazing yc fhall find the flocks and herds 

Of the all-feeing and all-hearing Sun, 

Which, if attentive to tby fafe return, 

Thou leave unharmM, though after num'rous woes, 

Ye may at length your Ithaca regain * . 

But if thou violate them, I denounce 

Deftru&ion on thy fhip and all thy band, 

And though thyfelf efcape, thou (halt arrive 

Late and affii&ed, all tby people loft, 



• The fhore of Sicily, commonly called Ti inacria, bat Enfbiiiei 
by Homer* Thrinacia. It took this name from its three promon- 
tories, Pelorus, Pachynus, and Lilybsum.-r-B. & C. 

f It is plain that Homer, notwithftanding he faya more than 
©nee, a»o( y iTiXfiiro fax*, was not in the ftri& fenfe of the word a 
Faulifl, but underftood Man to he a Free Agent, and to hare an 
option refpediog all thofe points of his conduct wkh which his fu- 
ture happine/s or mifery was canne£>ed.~C. 

Aad 
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And in a foreign bark. Diftrefs, befides, 

Awaits thee there, for thou fhalt find within 

Proud fuitors of thy noble wife, who wafte 

Thy fubftance, and with promised fpoufal gifts 

Ceafelefs folicit her to wed ; yet well 

Shalt thou avenge all their injurious deeds* 

That onee perform'd, and ev'ry fuitor flain 

Either by ftratagem, or face to face 

In thy own palace, bearing, as thou go'ft, 

An oar, ceaie not to journey till thou find 

A people who the fea know not, nor eat 

Food falted ; they trim galley crimfbn-prow'd 

Have ne'er beheld, nor yet fmooth-fliaven oar, 

With which the veflel wing'd feuds o'er the waves*. 

Well thou (halt know them ; this fhall be the %n— • 

When thou (halt meet a traveler, who (hall name 

The oar on thy broad (boulder borne, a van f , 

There, deep infixing it within the foil, 

Worfhip the King of Ocean with a bull, 

A ram, and a lafcivious boar ; then feek. 

Thy home again, and facrifice at home 

* Evidently with a view to appeafe and propitiate Neptune, who 
would thus fee a nation, lately ignorant of the fea and of all mari* 
time affairs, inftru&ed in them by UlyfTes, fuddenly become his 
votaries. 

f Miftaking the oar for a corn* van. A fare indication of his 
ignorance of maritime concerns* 

4 Aq 
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An hecatomb to the Immortal Gods, 
Adoring duly each, and in his courfe. 
So (halt thou die in peace a gentle death, 
Remote from Ocean ; it {hall find thee late, 
In foft ferenity of age, the Chief 
Of a bleft people. — I have told thee truth \ 

So fpake the fecr, to whom I thus replied— 
The Gods themfelves, Tirefias ! have ordain'd 
My fufTrings fuch. Bat tell me, for I need 
Thy fage inftru&ion ftill, and tell me true. 
Sullen and mute and with averted looks 
Here fits, befide the trench, my mother's (hade— 
JIow (hall (he know me once fo dearly loved ? 

So I j when anfwer thus the fecr return'd. 
The means are eafy ; learn them ; they are thefe. 
What (hade foe'er, by leave from thee obtain'd, 
Shall tafte the blood, that (hade will tell the truth; 
The reft, prohibited, will all retire. 

When thus the fpirit of the royal Seer 

• It is doubtful whether d«Wo? S| «*« fignifies a death that (hould 
reach him by means of the fea, or at a diftancefrom it. They who 
choofe the former fenfe, (ay that Ulyfles was flain by his fon Tele- 
gonus whom he had by Circe. He had wandered far in queft of 
his father, when arriving at Ithaca and not being permitted to 
land, he fought with his oppofers who knew him not, and killed 
VlyfTes. But this interpretation but very ill accords with the epi- 
thet 'A&wxfo> gtntU, peaceful, more hkcjleef than death.— HMC 

Had 
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Had his prophetic mind reveaPd, again 
He enter'd Pluto's gates ; but I unmoved 
Still waited till my mother's (hade approach'd ; 
She drank the blood, then knew me, and in words 
Wing'd withaffediion, plaintive, thus began. 

How, Oh my fon ! ftill living, haft thou reach'd 
This darkfome region ? Arduous is thd talk 
For living man to mingle with the Dead. 
Broad rivers roll, and awful floods between* 
And Ocean wider ftill, whofe gulphs forbid 
All accefs, fave to well-built barks alone. 
Is this fad fhore the firft, where, thou and thintt 
After long wand'ring from the fhores of Troy * 
Have difembark'd ? And haft thou not beheld 
Thy confort yet, nor reach'd thy native home ? 

She fpake, to whom this anfwer I returned. 
My mother ! me neceffity conftrain'd 
To Pluto's dwelling, anxious to confult 
Theban Tirefias ; for I have not yet 
Approach 'd Achaia, nor have touch'd the coaft 
Of Ithaca, but have been evermore 
A woful wand'rer, fince I follow'd firft 
King Agamemnon to the war of Troy. 
-But fpeak, my mother, and the truth alone ; 
What ftroke of fate flew thee? Fell'ft thou a prey 
To fome flow malady ? or by the fhafts 

Of 



gO* ODYSSEY XI. *f~i* 

Of gentle Dian fuddenly fubdued * ? 

Speak alfo of my fire^ and of my (on ; 

Share they fuch honours, as, allied to me, 

They juftly claim ? Or have the people crown'd 

Some other, through defpair of my return ? 

What views have influenced, and what counfels moft 

The condu& of my wife ? Perfifts flie ftill 

Difcharging tenderly the mother's part, 

And wifely managing her home-concerns ? 

Or hath {he wander'd to another mate, 

And wedded with the nobleft of the Greeks ? 

I ceas'd, when thus the venerable (hade. 
Not fo ; (he faithful ftill and patient dwells 
Beneath thy roof; but dwells a mourner there, 
With weeping anguifli wafted night and day. 
Thy dignities and fair pofleffions {till 
Continue thine ; Telemachus, thy fon, 
Tills, undifturb'd, thy land, and fits a gueft 
At many a noble banquet, fuch as well 
Befeems the fplendour of his princely ftate, 
For all invite him *. At his farm retired 

* Death by zJ?o<w malady, or death by the Jbaftt tf Duma are 
fet in oppofition to each other ; a fudden death being always fignified 
by the latter. — C. 

f The death of Anticlea feems to have happened prior to the intru- 
fion of the fnitors and the hayock they made of hit fubftance*— C 

It appears to have been cuftomary with the antients to invite 
their princes and judges to all their pnblkk entertainments* -*C. 

Thy 
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Thy father dwells, nor to the city c6me& 

For aught; nor bed, nor furniture of bed, 

Furr'd cloaks or fplendid arras he enjoys, 

But, with his fervile hinds all winter ileepg 

In afhes and in duft befide the fire, 

Coarfely appareli'd, and when ftnrrmer comes. 

Or genial autumn, on the fallen leaves 

In any nook, not curious where, he finds 

An humble couch among his fruitful vines. 

There, ftretch'd forlorn, indulging hopelefs grie£ 

And worn with age, thy fortune he deplores. 

So perifh'd I ; fuch fate I alio found * ; 

Me, neither from above Diana pierced, 

Right-aiming arch'refs, with her gentle (hafts,. 

Nor any dread diftemper, fuch as waftes 

And flowly withers life, extinguished mine, 

But dear remembrance of thy filial love 

And kindnefs that fhould never (both me more, 

Thefe, my Ulyfles ! fatal proved to me. 

She faid ; I, ardent wifh'd to clafp the (hade 
Of my departed mother ; thrice I fprang 

• The companion is between her grief and that of Laertes, not 
between the efFe&s of it. His grief enfeebles and wears him ont 
gradually; hers impelled her at once to an a& of defperation. She 
is filent, however, concerning the manner of her death, on account 
of the guilty nature of it, which would have (hocked her fon had {he 
owned it. 

Toward 
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Toward her, by defire impetuous urged, 

And thrice (he flitted from between my arms, 

light as a pafling (hadow or a dream. 

Then, pierced by keener grie£ in accents wingVI 

With filial earneftnefs I thus replied. 

My mother, why elud'ft thou my attempt 
To clafp thee, that evn here, in Pluto's realty 
We might to full fatiety indulge 
Our grief, infolded in each. other's arms ? 
Hath Proferpine, offended, fent me forth 
An empty (hade, t* afflidt me ftill the more ? 

Then, inftant, thus the vdderable form* 
Ah, fon ! thou moft afftifted of mankind I 
On thee, Jove's daughter, Proferpine, obtrudes 
No Vain illufion, but a fixt decree 
Such renders, once deceafed, all human-kind, 
Thenceforth, no mufcular fupport they need, 
Divefted, by the fierce funereal fires, 
Of flefh and bones ; and when the mind expcll'd 
Hath left the limbs all lifelefs, like a dream 
The unfubftantial foul, then, flits away. 
But hafte thou back to light, and, taught thyfelf 
Thefe facred truths, hereafter teach thy fpoufe *. 

Thu* 

• Muretus underftood this precept given to Ulyffes by his mother 
in a fenfe fimilar to the fenfe of Virgil's— portaque cmittit eburna— 

that 



Thus mutual we conferred. Then, thither c&me, 
Sent from beneath by Proferpine, the (hades ! 

Ofnum'rous women, wives and daughters, all, 
Of Kings and Heroes. Clofe around the trench, 
Eager to drink the crimfon pool they flood. 
But I, confid'ring fat, how I might each 
Interrogate, ' and thus refolv'd. My fword 
Forth drawing from befide my fturdy thigh, 
Firm I prohibited the ghofls to drink 
The blood together; they fucceffive came ; 
Each told her own diftrefs ; I queftion'd all. 

There, firft, the high-born Tyro I beheld ; 
She claimed Salmoneus* as her fire, and her 
Had Cretheus, fon of ^Eolus, efpoufed. 
Enamour'd of Enipeus, ftream divine, 
Ixwelieft of all that water earth, befide 
His limpid current (he was wont to ftray, 
When Ocean's God, (Enipeus' form aflumed f ) 
Within the eddy-whirling river's mouth 

that is to fay, as a concealed infinuation of the contempt which the 
poet felt for the fuperftition on which his ftory was founded. 

Plutarch alfo obferves that Homer has done well to treat this 
conference of Ulyffes with the (hades of the deceafed, as a tale ere* 
dible only by credulous women.— C. 

* Whom for counterfeiting his thunders Jove ftruck with a' 
thunderbolt*— &• & C. 

f Enipeus was a river of Elis which alfo ran through Theflaly.-— 
B.&C. 

vql. in. ? Embraced 
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Enjbncedber; there, while the o'er-arcbjpg flood, 

Uplifted mountainous, oonceal'd the Gp4 

And hi* fair human bride, her virgw zone 

He loga'd, and o*er her eyes fweet fleep diffuied. 

His am'rous.purpofe fatisfied, be graJp'd 

Her hand, affe&ionatey aad thus he faid. 

Rejoice in this my lovq, and tvhen the year 
Shall tend to confummation of its owrfe^ 
Illuftrious twins produce ; for love divine 
Is never fruitlefs. With affieftion d^e 
Suftain and cherilh them> and well bowaft* 
That, go^ng hence, tbou.boaA not myembflaQ^ 
For I am Neptune, fovVeign of the Peep. 

He faid, and, whelin'd in Qceap, difappear d. 
She Pelias bore ajid Neleus, heroes, both, 
And fceptre-fwaying delegates of Jove. 
Delias the plains of Iaolchus, own'd, 
Of nun\ rou& flocks, pofie&'d ; but his abode 
Amid the fanda of Pylus Nelcus chofe. 
To Cretheus wedded, next, the lovely nymph 
Yet other fons, JEfon and Pheres bore,. 
And Amythaon of equeftrian fame. 

I, next, the daughter of Afopus iaw, 
Antiope ; (He gloried to have known 
Th* embrace of Jove himfelf, to whom (he broughi 
A double progeny, Amphion named 

V w .:- And 
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And Zethus ; they the firft foundations foy'A 
And built the tow'ts of feven-gated Thebes, 
For that, though valiant both, in fpacious Thetea 
TJnfenced by tow'rs, they could not dwell fecure # . 

Alcmena, next^ Amphitryon's wife I faw, 
By Jove's embrace made mother of the bold 
And lion-hearted Hercules ; with Hef 
Came alfo Megara from Crtoft lpfting, 
And by th' unconquerM Hercules efpoufed. 

The beauteous Epicafte faw I then, 
Mother of Oedipus, who guilt incurred 
Enormous, fatally deceiv'd and match' d 
With her dwn fon ; he, fifft, his father flew, 
Then wedded her, which foon the Gods divulged f . 
He, under vengeance of offended heav'n, 
In pleafant Thebes dwelt miferable, King 
Of the Cadmean race ; fh6 to the gates 
Of Ades brazen-barr'd delpairing Went, 
Self-ftrangled by a cord made faft aloft 
To her own palace-roof, and woes bequeathed 
(Such as the Fury fillers execute 
Innumerable) to her guilty fori. 

• Homer takes no notice of die ftory of Amphion building the 
walls of Thebes by the roagick influence* of his lyre.— C It was 
probably therefore invented fince. 

f By the Tragedians called— Jocafta. 

x % There 
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There alfo lovely Chloris I beheld, 1 

Amphion's laft-born daughter, and the bride i 

Of Neleus, chofen for her beauties' fake, 
And gifted, at his hands, with countlefs dowV. 
Neleus fupreme in fandy Pylus reignM 
Andi n Orchomenus, and fire became 
Of an illuftrious offspring ; for (he bore, 
Firft, Neftor; Chromius, feqond ; after whom 
Undaunted Periclymenus, and, laft 
His daughter Pero, wonder of all eyes, 
Whom evVy neighbour of thePylian realm 
In marriage fought, but none might hope to win 
From Neleus, fave alone who fhould prevail 
To drive from Phylace the guarded herds 
Of King Iphiclus. Of them all, alone, 
Melampus undertook that arduous talk, 
The Prophet ; but by Fate's fevere decree, 
The herdfmen bound and held him pris'ner there. 
At length (the year, with all its months and days 
Concluded, and the new-born year begun) 
The King Iphiclus, for his wifdom' fake, 
And grateful for myflerious fayings folved, 
Releafed him, and the will 6f Jove was done \ 

• Iphicles had been informed by the Oracles, that he fhould' 
have no children till inftrucled by a prophet how to obtain them ; a. 
fer vice which fylelaropus had' the jood fortune to reader him.— B. 

Next 
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Next, Leda, wife of Tyndarus I faw, 
'Who bore to Tyndarus a noble pair, 
Caftor the bold, and Pollux ceftus-famed. 
Though prisoners in the fertile womb of earth, 
They ftill furvive, and honour even there 
From Jove ebtain ; by turns they die, they live, 
Nor lefs than Gods in earth are deem'd or heav'n *. 

The confort of Albeus, next, I view'd, 
Iphimedia. She to Neptune bore, 
For Him (he calPd their Father, a fhort-lived 
But godlike Pair of never dying fame, 
Otus and Ephialtes. Siich for height, 
And fuch for beauty, never by the fruits 
Of earth were nourifh'd, lince Orion died. 
Nine cubits were the breadth, nine ells the length, 
At nine years growth, of each* The Gods themfelvea 
They menaced, and preparing to difturb 
With all-confounding war the realms above, 
On the Olympian fummit thought to fi* 



.. • Caftor being flain by Meleager, or by Polynices, and Pollux 
being immortal, the latter entreated Jupiter tfrat his brother might 
fhare his immortality with him, and that they might alternately 
afcend to Olympus and fink into the (hades. Thus the Mytholo- 
gifts allegorized the alternate appearance and difappearance of the 
two ftars named Caftor and Pollux, one of which declines into the 
fouthern Hemifphere, while the other is feen in ours,— C. 



x * Huge 
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Huge Ofla, and on Qfla's tow'ring head 

Pelion with all his forefts ; fo to climb, 

By mountains heap'd on mountains, to the ikies \ 

Nor had they failed, to full-grown youth matured* 

But by the fon + of fair Latent (lain 

Both perifli'd, ere the cheeks of either yet 

The fleecy down of blooming manhood wore. 

Phaedra I alio there, and Procris faw, 
And Ariadne for her beauty praifed, 
Whofe fire was all-wife Minos. Theieua her 
From Crete toward the fruitful region hove 
Of facred Athens, but enjoy'd not there; 
For, firft, (he perifli'd by Diana's fhails 
In Dia, Bacchus witneffiugher crimed 

Maera and Clymene I faw befide, 
Aud odious Eriphyle, who received 
The price in gold of her own hufband's life * . 

Buf 

* Ofla and Pelion were mountains of Theflaly. Olympus was a 
mountain of Macedonia.— B. & C. 

t Apollo. 

J Phaedra was the daughter of Minos and wife of Thefens ; . 
Procris was the daughter of Ere&heus.— -Dia was an ifland near to 
Crete, and was afterward called Naxos. It was facred to Bacchus* 
Bacchus, therefore, accufed her to Diana of having received the- 
embraces of Thefeus in his temple there, and the Goddefo punifbeA 
her with death. — B. & C. 

$ Msera was the daughter of Proetus and Ameia, and died a> 
virgin. Clymene was the daughter of Minyus fon of Neptune and 

of 
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But all the wives of Heroes whom I faw, 
And all their daughters can I not relate ; 
Night, firft, would fail ; and even now the hour 
Calls me to (lumber either in my bark 
Or here ; mean-time, I in yourfelves confide, 
And in the Gods to fliape my conduct home. 

He ceafed, and through the gloomy manfion all 
Sat filent, charm' d to rapture, till, at length, 
The beauteous Queen, Areta, thus began. 

Phaeacians ! how appears he in your eyes 
This ftranger, graceful as he is in port, 
In ftature noble, and in mind difcrete ? 
He is my gueft ? an honour which alike 
All here partake ; him, therefore, fend not hence 
With urgent hade, nor fcantily impart 
To one fo deftitute ; for ye are rich, 
And by kind heav'n with rare poffeffions bleft. 

The Hero, next, Echeneus fpake, a Chief 
Now antient, eldeft of Phaeacia's fons. 

Wifely, my friends, and not below the praife ~ 



of Euryanafla, and was married to Phylacus* Eriphyle was the 
daughter of Iphis ; bribed by a golden ornament which the re- 
eeived either from Polynices or Adraftus, (he betrayed her' huf- 
band. Knowing as a prophet the event, he feared to go to the 
Aege of Thebes, and, in confequence of her treachery* was con* 
flrained to go. His name was Amphiaraus.— B. & C. 



x 4 Which 
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Which all her prudent counfels ever claim 
The Queen hath now advifed, and, if it pleaie 
Alcinoiis alfo, thus will we perform. 

To whom the King Alcinoiis replied. 
As furely as I live, and as I reign, 
So {hall be done ; I ratify the word. 
Then let the gueft, though anxious to depart, 
Wait till the morrow, that I may complete 
The whole donation* His fafe conduct home 
Shall be the gen'ral care, but mine in chief, 
To whom dominion o'er the reft belongs. 

Him anfwer'd, then, Ulyfles ever-wife. 
Alcinoiis ! Prince ! exalted high o'er all 
Phasacia's ions ! ihould ye folicit, kind, 
My flay throughout the year, preparing ftili 
My conduit home, and with illuftrious gifts 
Enriching me the while, ev'n that requeft 
Should pleafe me ; for the 'vantage all were mine* 
I ihould return ftill wealthier, and, arrived 
In Ithaca, ihould readier welcome find, 
And rev'rence more profound obtain from all. 

To whom Alcinoiis anfwer thus return'cL 
Ulyfles ! viewing thee, no fears we feel 
. Left thou, at length, fome falfe pretender prove, 
Or fubtle hypocrite, of whom no few 
Difleminated o'er its face the earth 

Suftain*, 



ODYSSEY XI. 445-4** 3*fc 

Suftains, adepts in fi&ion, and who frame 1 
Fables, where fables could be leaft furmifed. 
Thy phrafe well turned, and thy ingenuous mind 
Proclaim thee different far, who haft in ftrains 
Harmonious, like a tuneful bard, rehears'd 
The woes of all thy Greecians, and thy own. 
But fay, and tell me true. Beheld'ft thou there 
None of thy followers to the walls of Troy 
Slain in that warfare ? Lo 1 the night is long— 
A night of utmoft length ; nor yet the hour 
Invites to fleep*. Tell me thy wond'rous deeds, 
For I could watch till facred dawn, could' ft thou 
So long endure to tell me of thy toils. 

Then thus Ulyfles, ever-wife, replied, 
Alcinoiis ! high exalted over all 
Phaeacia's fons 1 the time fuffices yet 
For converfe and for fleq> ; and if thou with 
To bear ftill more, I (hall not fpare to unfold 
More pitiable ftill, the woful end 
Of other Greecians^ after mine, deftroyM, 
Who Ycaped, indeed, unflaughter'd from the field 
Of- Ilium* but, who reach'd their native fhores 
Only to perifh, victims, at the laft, 

* This circumftance, According to Euilathius, is mentioned by 
the poet in order to afcertain the time, — C. which muft have been in 
the winter, for at the end of the fourteenth book it is evidently a 
-winter-night which Ulyfles fpends with Eiunaeus. . 

of 
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Of a perfidious woman's dark defigns \ 

Now, when cbafte Proferpine had wide difpers d 
Thoft female (hades, the mournful fpirit, next, 
Of Agamemnon, Atreus' fon, appear 'd; 
Encircled by a throng, he came ; by all 
Who with himfelf beneath ^gifthus* roof 
Their fate fulfilling, periftTd by the fword. 
He knew me quickly, foon as he bad drunk 
The crimfon pool j with lamentations loud 
He pierced the gloom ; tears tricklingbathed his cheeks, 
And with fpread palms, through ardour of defire, 
He fought to infold me faft, but vigour none, 
Or force, as erft, his agile limbs inform'd, 
I wept for pity at that fight, and thus 
In words by friendfhip wing d bis (hade addrefs'd. 

Ah glorious fon of Atreus, King of men i 
By what dire flroke of deftiny fubdued 
Becam'ft thou pris'ner here ? By cruel force 
Of overbearing ftorms that whelm'd thy barks 
Beneath the waves, at Neptune's dread command ? 
Or (lain at home by robbers arm'd to feize 
Thy flocks and herds f ; Or fighting to (ecure 

* Clytemneftnu 

t Having attempted himfelf the fame thing at Ifmarus, but on* 
fuccefsfully , and with the lofs of many of his companions, he nata* 
rally fufpecls that Agamemnon might hare fallen in a fimilar enter- 
prife* — B. & C. 

From 
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From hoftile pow*rs your city and your wives ? 

I ceafed, when Agamemnon thus replied. 
Ulyfles, noble Chief, Laertes 1 fon 
For wifdom famed ! I neither died by force 
Of overbearing ftorms that whelm'd my barks 
Beneath the waves, at Neptune's dread command, 
Nor yet by fpoilers of my flocks and herds, 
But by the bafe JEgifthus. He, combined 
With my perfidious wife, the fatal (broke 
Contrived for me ; he bade me to his houfe, 
And flew jne at his board, as at his crib 

^ Men flay an ox. Thus miferably died 
I and my friends around me, flaughter'd, all, 
As at the nuptials of fome wealthy Chief 
Or other banquet, bleed the fatted boars 
Bright-tulk'd, for fervice of his numerous guefts. 
Thou hail already witnefs'd many a field 
With warriors overfpread, flain one by one ; 

* But that dire fcene had mod thy pity moved ; 
For we, with brimming beakers at our fide, 
And underneath full tables, bleeding lay. 
$lood floated all the pavement. Then the cries 
Of Priam's daughter founded in my ears 
Moft pitiable of all, Cafiandra's cries, 
Whom Clytemneflra clofe befide me flew* 
Expiring as I lay, 1 yet fflay'd 

4 To 
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To grafp my faulchion, but the traitVds quick 
Withdrew herfelf, nor would vouchsafe to clofe 
My languid eyes, or prop my drooping chin 
Ev'n in the moment when I fought the (hades. 
So that the thing breathes not, ruthlefs and fell 
As woman once refolv'd on fuch a deed 
Deteftable as my bafc wife contrived, 
The murther of the hufband of her youth \ 
I thought to have gladden'd by my fafe return 
My children, and the maidens of mine boufe, 
But (he, pad meafure profligate, hath poured 
Shame on herfelf, on women yet unborn, 
And even on the virtuous of her fex. 

He ccas'd, to whom, thus, anfwer I returned. 
Gods ! how feverely hath the ThundVer plagued 
The houfe of Atreus, even from the firft, 
By female counfels ! we for Helen's fake 
Have num'rous died, and Clytemneftra framed 
While thou wall far remote, this fnare for thee ! 

* Homer more than once tells us that Clytemneftra was never 
married till to Agamemnon, but Euripides, fays Euftathius, knew 
the contrary, who affirms that (he was married firft to Tantalus* 1a 
kis Iphigenia in Aulis he introduces her faying 

Tqv Vf>6c$i9 «v£pa TarTaXoy x»Ta*Tai»a;'r.— C. 
Againft my will thou took' ft me, and by force. 
When thou hadft (lain my firft mate Tantalus, 

i Sd 
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So I, to whom Atrides thus. replied. 

Thou, therefore, be not pliant overmuch 

To woman ; truft her not with all thy mind, 

J3ut half difclofe to her, and half conceal \ 

Yet, from thy conforms hand no bloody death, 

'My friend, haft thou to fear ; for paffing wife 

Icarius' daughter is, far other thoughts, 

Intelligent, and other plans, to frame. 

Her, going to the wars, wejeft a bride 

New-wedded, nourishing her infant boy, 

Who, man himfelf, conforts ere now with men 

A profp'rous youth ; his father, fafe reflored 

To his own Ithaca, (hall fee him foon, 

And he (hall clafp his father in his arms 

As nature bids ; but me, my cruel one 

Indulged not with the dear delight to gaze 

On my Oreftes, for (he flew me firft. 

Yet deep repofe this counfel in thy breaft. 

Steer fecret to thy native ifle ; avoid 

Notice ; for woman merits truft no more f . 

Now 

* And yet, nofcbecaufe (he was a woman, but becaufe (he was a 
wicked one, Clytemneitra thus dealt with her hufband, and woman 
is not on her account to be deemed lefs worthy of truft than jnan. 
But it is natural to look with a fufpicious eye to the quarter 
whence came the mifchief by which we ourfelves have fuflered, and 
Co caution others againfl it. — Dio, Orat. 74.-— C. 

f Thit is/furely # one of the moll natural ftrokes to be found ia 
anjr poet. Convinced, for a moment, by the virtues of Penelope/ 
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Kaw tdl me truly. Know ye by report 

That ftill my fon furvives ?^ where dwells he, fey I 

With antient Neftor at his Pylian home, 

Or in Orchomenos, or clie beneath 

My brother's roof in Sparta's wide domain i 

For my Oreftes is not yet a {hade. 

So he, to whom I anfwer thos return'cL 
Atrides, afk not me, for of his life 
Or of his death I know not $ words aloite 
Are empty founds, and better far fuppfre(s*d. 

Thus we difcourfing mutual ftood, and teari! 
Shedding difccmfolate/ Achilles' fhad6 
Mean-time approach'd me, Peleus* eighty f6n f 
Patroclus alfo, and Antiloctms 
Appeared, witfcAjax, for proportion j aft 
And ft at ure? tall, (Pelides fole except) 
Diftinguifli'^ above all Achaia's fbrtS. 
The foul of fwift iEacides at once 
Knew me, and in wingfd accents thus began. 

Brave Laertiades, for wiles renown'd ! 
What bolder deed than this wilt thou devife ? 
flow haft thou dared defcend into the gloom 
Of Hades, where the fhadows of the Dead, 

Be intentions her with refpeft ; but, recollefting hinifelf fuddcnly, 
involves even her in his general ill opinion of the fex, begotten in 
Am by the crimes of Clytemneftra. 

Forms 
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Porms tirfthout infelle&, alone refide * ? 

So fpake the Chief, whom anfwering thus I laid. 
O Peleos' ion I Achilles ! bcaveft lav 
Of all Achaia's race ? I here arrived 
Seeking Tirefias, from hia lips to learn 
By what means I may reach the rugged coaft 
Of Ithaca ; for, tofs'd by eeafe^efi ftorms r 
Never have I approach'd Achaia's (hare, 
Or touch'd my country yet, froo* day to day 
Still feeking it in vamu Bitfe as for Thee,, 
Felicity like thiae, AcUKo! none 
Hath knowo, or (kail hereafter ; for the Greeks 
Tbee living honoured ever as a God > 
ibid thy control is even here fiiprcme 
O'er all thy fellow-fliades ; indulge not then, 
Achillea, caufelefs grief that thoa haft died. 

I ceafed, and anfwer thus at once received. 
^Lenown'd Ulyfles ! think not death a theme 
Of confoktion ; I had rather live 
The fervile hind for hire, and eat the bread 
©f fame man fcantily himfelf fuftain'd, 



* This is plainly the import of the word *Af pd&t » fince none 
of them knew Ulyfles,. or could articulate,, till they had drunk at 
tip trench ; after which they were infpired by Proferpine and enabled 
to converfe with him. 



Than 
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Than fov'reign empire hold o'er all the (hades* 

But come— fpeak to me of my noble boy \ 

Proceeds he, as he promised, brave inarms, 

Or fhuns he war ? Say alfo, haft thou heard 

Of royal Peleus ? (hares he ftill refpedl 

Among his num'rous Myrmidons, or fcorn 

In Hellas and in Phthia, for that age 

Predominates in his enfeebled limbs ? 

For help is none in me ; the glorious fun 

No longer fees me fuch, as when in aid 

Of the Achaians I o'erfpread the field 

Of fpacious Troy with all their braved (lain* 

Oh might I, vigorous as then, repair 

For one (hort moment to my father's houfe, 



• It Teems plain, and fo the anfwer of Achilla was underftood 
by Dionyfius Halicarn : that the abhorrence in which he holds the 
Gate of the Dead, and the emphatical preference he gives to Life 
when compared with it, arofe from his defire of ftill greater glory, 
and from his inability to endure the wearifomenefs of a condition fo, 
inactive. Therefore it is that, always confiftent with himfelf, he 
had rather toil for lean wages and eat fcanty bread, than be the 
fupreme in authority over all below* In the fame ftile of complaint: 
he adds in the fequel 

Ov y*p iyup twafayo$, &C. 

For help is none in me, the glorious Sun 

No longer fees me fuch - ■ ■ ■ — 

what advantage have we, fays the Critick abovementioned, from the 
po&ffion of virtue, wjiere we have no room to exert it? — C. 

They 



^They all fliould tremble j I would (how an &«!, 
Such as fliould daunt the fierceft who prefumes 
To injure himfiOv to defpife bis age # * 

Achilles fpake, to whom I thus replied* 
Of noble Peleus have I nothing heard } 
But I will tell thee, as thou bidd'ft, the truth 
TJnfeign'd of Neoptolemus thy fon j 
For him, myfclf, on board my hollow bark 
From Scyros to Achaia's hoft convey'd * . 
Oft as in council under Ilium's walls 
Our Chiefs aflcmbled, foremoft he pronounced 
His mind, and ever prudently ; by none. 
Save godlike Neftor and myfelf, excell'd. 
Oft, too, as we with battle hemrn'd around 
Troy's bulwarks, from among the mingled crowd 
Thy fon fprang foremoft into martial a&, 
Emulous always of fuperiour fame* 
Beneath him numerous fell the fons of Troy 
In dreadful fight , nor have I pow'r to name 
Diflin&ly all, who by his glorious arm 

* Another moll beautiful ftroke of nature. Ere yet Ulyfles lias 
had opportunity to anfwcr, the very thought that Peleus may 
poflibly be infulted, fires him, and he takes the whole for granted; 
Thus is the impetuous chara&er of Achilles fuftained to the laft 
moment t 

+ This Ulyffes did after the death of Achilles, for while he lived 
his fon was not among the befiegers«-**C. Scyros was a city of 
Dolopia.— B. & C. 

vol. in. x Exerted 
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Exerted in the caufe of Greece, expired. 

Yet will I name Eurypylus, the fon 

Of Telephus, an Hero whom his fword 

Of life bereaved, and all around him ftrewM 

The plain with his Cetean warriors, won 

To Ilium's fide by bribes to women giv n *. 

Save noble Memnon only, I beheld 

No Chief at Ilium beautiful as he. 

Again, when all our braved to the horfe 

Of wood afcended, by Epeiis fratned, 

And I was charged to open or to (hut 

The hollow fraud ; then, many a Greecian Chief 

And Senator the tear in filence wiped 

From his wan cheek, and trembled ev'ry limb ; 

But never fa w I changed to terrour's hue 

His ruddy cheek, no tears wiped he away, 

But oft he prefs'd me to go forth, his fuit 

With pray'rs enforcing, griping hard his hilt 

And his brafs-burthen'd fpear, and dire revenge 

Denouncing, ardent, on the race of Troy. 

At length, when we had fack'd the lofty town 

• Tw*'\ui i&ixa lw><»— Priam is faid to have influenced by gift* 
the wife and mother of Eurypylus, to perfuade him to the aififlance 
of Troy, he being himfelf unwilling to engage.— B.& C. The pat 
(age through defedt of hiilory has long been dark, and commentator* 
have adapted different fenfes to it, all conjedural. 

The Ceteans were a people of Myfia, and Telephus was their 
King.— B.&C. 

* Of 



Of Priam, laden with abundant fpoils 
He fafe embark'd, nor pierced by fhaft gr fpear 
Sent from afar, nor fmitten by the fword, 
As oft in wat befalls, where wounds #re dealt 
Promifcuous, at the will of fiery Mars, 

I fpake, whofe praifes of his fon, the ghoft 
Of fwift ^Eacides exulting heard, 
And measuring with larger ftrides, for joy, 
The meadow gray with afphodel, retired *. 

Thus, many a mournful ghoft befide me flood 
Rehearing, each, his forrows, and, alone, 
The ghoft of Ajax eyed me from afar, 
Indignant that Achilles' armour left 
By Thetis to the worthieft at the fhips, 
Troy find Minerva judges of the ftrife, 
Not to himfelf had fallen, but to me*. 
Patal award ! and which 1 now deplore, 

* fCar «irfotai» Xf ifk^fe— AfpHodel was planted on the graves, 
and around the tombs of the deceafed, and hence the fuppofition, 
that the Stygian plain was clothed with afphodel. F. 

f Agamemnon, defirous not to feem partial to either of the com- 
petitors for the armour of Achilles, aflembling the Trojan captives 
aiked them whether Ajax or Ulyfles had occasioned mod lamenta- 
tion in their city. They replied that their city had fuffered moft by 
Ulyfles. When taking that as a juft criterion of tjieir refpe£ive 
merits, to Ulyfles he gave tl*e armour.— B. 8c C. The confequence 
to Ajax was fuch insupportable difappointment and mortification 
that he flew himfelf. 

T % Since 
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Since Ajax (fave Achilles) in bis form 
And martial exploits foremoft of the Greeks, 
Now lies fcpultured for that armour' fake ! 
I, feektng to appeafe hiro, thus began. 

Ajax, fon of glorious TeJamon ! 
Canft thou remember, even after death, 
Thy wrath againft me, kindled for the fake 

Of thofe pernicious arms ? arms which the Gods 

Ordain d of fuch dire confequence to Greece, 

Which caufed thy death, our bulwark ! Thee we mourn 

With grief perpetual, nor the death lament 

Of Peleus* ion,* Achilles, more than thine* 

Yet none is blamable ; Jove evermore 

With bitt'reft hate purfued Achaia's hoft, 

And he ordain'd thy death. Hero ! approach, . 

That thou may*ft hear the words with which I feek 

To footh thee ; let thy long difpleafure ceafe! 

Quell all refentment in thy gen'rous breaft ! 

1 fpake; nought anfwcr'd he, but Allien join'd 
His fellow ghofts ; yet, ftill I had efiay'd 

To move the angry Chief to fome reply, 
But for the wifli that in my foul I felt 
To view the fad eflate of others thei-e. 

There law I Minos, offspring famed of Jove ; 
His golden fceptre in his hand, he fat 
Judge of the dead j tlxey pleaded each in turn* 

Some 
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Some flood, fome fat, furrounding on his throne 
Xhe King whofe ample doors are never clofed. 

Orion next, huge ghoft, engaged my view, 
Droves urging o'er the grafly mead, of beafts 
Which he had flain, himfelf, on the wild hills, 
"With ftrong club arm'd of ever-during brafs. 

There alfo Tityus on the ground I faw 
Extended, offspring of the glorious earth ; 
Nine acres he o'erfpread, and, at his fide 
Station'd, two vultures on his liver prey'd, 
Scooping his entrails ; nor his hands were free 
To chafe them thence ; for he had fought to force 
Latona, glorious concubine of Jove, 
What time through pleafant Panope* fhe pafs'd 
A lonely traveller to the Pythian dome. 

Next, fufFring grievous torments, I beheld 
Tantalus ; in a pool he flood, his chin 
Wafh'd by the wave ; thirft-parch'd hefeem'd, but found 
Nought to afluage his third ; for when he bow'd 
His hoary head and ftrove to drink, the flood 
Vanifh'd abforb'd, and, at his feet, aduft 
The foil appear'd, dried, inftant, by the Gods. 
Tall trees, fruit-laden, with infie&ed heads 
Stoop'd to him, pears, pomegranates, apples bright, 

• A city of Phocis.— B. & C. 

t 3 The 
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The lufcious fig, and un&uous olive fmooth ; 
Which when- with fudden gralp he would have feized, 
Winds whirl'd them high into the dufky clouds *. 

There, too, the hard-tafk'd Sifyphus I fair, 
Thrufting before him an enormous rock*. 
With hands and feet ftruggling, he flioved the ikoht 
Up to a hill-top ; but the fteep wellnigh 
VanquiftTd, by fome great force repulfed* the maft 
Rufli'd again, obftinate, down to the plain *. 
Again, ftretch'd prone, he toil'd ; fweat bathed his limbs, 
And thick the dud around his brofrs arofe. 

The might of Hercules I, next, furvey'd ; 
His femblance ; for himfelf their banquet fhares 
With the Immortal Gods, and in his arms 
Infolds neat-footed Hebe, daughter fair 
Of Jove, and of his golden-fandall'd fpoufe. 
Around him, clamorous as birds, the dead 

* The offence of Tantalus was infatiable grcedinefs ; for not con- 
tented to banquet with the Gods himfelf, he alfo dole their ne&ar 
and ambrofia, and gave them to his companions,— B.&C. 

f Bara£orT« mull have this fenfe interpreted by what follows. 
To attempt to make the Englifti numbers expreflive as the Greek, is 
a labour like that of Sifyphus. The Tranflator has done what he 
could. 

I It is now, perhaps, impoffible to afcertain with preciiion what 
Homer meant by the word xparamf, which he ufes only here, and in 
the next book, where it is the name of Scylla's dam. — Some under- 
Hand it in this place to be an adverb Only, formed in the fame man- 
ner as the adverb Aixpplj.— B. & C. 

Swarm'd 
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Swarm'd turbulent ; he, gloomy-brow'd as night, 

"With uncafed bow and arrow on the firing 

!Peer*d terrible from fide to fide, as one 

Ever in a6t to fhoot , a dreadful belt 

He bore athwart his bolbm, thong'd with gold * • 

There broider'd, many a form ftupendous fhone, 

Bears, wild-boars, lions with fire-flaftiing eyes, 

Fierce combats, battles, bloodflied, homicide. 

The matchlefs artift who that belt devifed 

And wrought thofe various forms, ne'er fram'd the like 

Before or after. Soon as he beheld 

He knew me, and in forrow thus began. 
Laertes' noble fon, for wiles renown'd ! 

Ah, haplefsHero! thou art, doubtlefs, charged, 

Thou alfo, with fome arduous labour, fuch 

As in the realms of day I once endured. 

Son of Saturnian Jove, I yet fuftain'd 

Enormous toils, fubje&ed to a man 

In worth and might inferiour far to me, 

For whom much arduous fervice I performed. 

He even bade me on a time lead hence 

The dog, that talk believing above all 

Impracticable ; yet from Ades him 

I dragg'd relu&ant into light, by aid 

* A thong was attached to the belt, and the fword was fufpended 
by it.— B. & C. 

y 4 of 
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Of Hermes, and of Pallas azure-eyed. 
So laying, he penetrated deep again 
The abode of Pluto ; but I dill unmoved 
There flood expe&ing, curious, other fhades 
To fee of Heroes in old time deceafed, 
And Thefeus and Piritboiis bad beheld 
Famed offspring of the Gods, with other Chief* 
Of old renown, and even whom I would ; 
But nations countlefs of the ihadowy Dead 
Now gathering fafl around me rent the air 
With hideous outcry ; roe pale horrour feized* 
Left awful Proferpine ihould thither fend 
The Gorgon-head from Ades, fight abhorr'd ! 
Thenpc, therefore, hafting to the fliore, I bade 
My crew caft loofe their moorings and embark* 
Obedient they their feats on board refumed, 
And down th v Oceanus with oars we won 
Our paflage, firft, then fann'd by pleafant gales \ 

• Tbe two firft lines of the following book feem to afcertain the 
true meaning of the conclusion of this, and to prove fufficiently that 
\>y 'fi*i*fo< here, Homer could not poffibly intend any other than a 
, river. In thofe lines he tells us in the plaineft terms, that tbe Jbip 
left tbeftream of tbe river Oceanus, and arrived in tbe openjea. Dio* 
dorus Siculus informs us, that 'tijugiof had been a name anciently 
giYcn to the Nile,— C, 
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UlyfTes, purfuing his narrative, relates his return from the lhadet 
to Circe's iiland, the precautions given him by that Goddefs, his 
efcape from the Sirens, and from Scylla and Chary bdis; hk 
arrival in Sicily, where his companions, having flain and eaten 
the oxen of the Sun, are afterward (hipwreck'd and loft ; and con* 
eludes the whole with an account of his arrival, alone, on die 
mail of his veffel, at the iiland of Calypfo. 



BOOK XIL 

W hen down the fmooth Oceanus impelled 
By profp'rous gales, my galley, once again, 
Cleaving the billows of the ipacious Deep 
Had reach'd th' iEaean ifle, where fprightly Morn 
Comes dancing forth, and Phoebus firft appears, 
We thruft her to the fands, and> going forth, 

Slept 
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Slept on the beach till ruddy dawn arofe *. 
But foon as day-fpring's daughter rofy-palm'd 
Look'd forth again, fending my friends before, 
I bade them bring Elpenor's body down 
From the abode of Circe to the fhore* 
Then, on the utmoft headland of the coaft 
We timber fell'd, and, forrowing o'er the dead, 
Water'd his fun'ral rites with many tears. 
The dead con fumed, and with the dead his arms, 
We heap'd his tomb, and the fepulchral poft 
Erc&ing, fixM his fhapely oar aloft. 

Thus, punctual, we performed; nor our return 
From Ades knew not Circe, but attired 
In hafte, erelong arrived, with whom appeared 
Her female train with plenteous viands charged, 
And bright wine rofy-red. Amidft us all 
Standing, the beauteous Goddefs thus began. 

Unhappy travelers, who have fought, alive, 
The houfe of Hades, deftin'd twice to die, 
While all befides, once dying, die no more ! 
Come — take ye food ; drink wine ; and on the beach 
All day regale, for ye ihall hence again 

• According to the opinion of the Scholiaft, the poet means not 
to fay that the JEx&n ifle is the place where Aurora actually firft 
rifes, bat merely to call it a land of day-light. And it feems na- 
tural that UlyfTes, who had fo lately left the gloomy city of the 
Cimmerians, fhould fo diftinguifh it.— B. & C. 

At 
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At day-fpring o'er the Deep ; but I will mark 
Myfelf your future courfe, nor uninform'd 
Leave you in aught, left, through fome dire mifiake, 
By fea or land new mis'ries ye incur. 

The Goddefs (pake, whofe invitation kind 
We glad accepted ; thus we feafting fat 
Till fet of fun, and quaffing richeft wine ; 
But when the fun was fet and darknefs fell, 
My crew befide the hawfers flept ; while me 
The Goddeis leading by the hand apart, 
Firft bade me fit, then, feated oppofite, 
Inquired, minute, of all that I had feen ; 
And I, from firft to laft, recounted all. 
Then, thus the awful Goddefs in return. 

Thus far thy toils are finifti'd. Now attend ! 
Hear what the Gods themfelves, I know, will bring 
To thy remembrance in the needful hour. 
Firft lhalt thou reach the Sirens ; they the hearts 
Enchant of all who on their coaft arrive *. 
The wretch, who unforewarn'd approaching, hears 



* The Sirens, according to many, were the daughters of Ache- 
loiis and Sterope, bat others call them the daughters of Acheloiia 
and Terpfichore, one of the Mufes. Choofing to live virgins they 
were hated by Venus, and* having wings, flew to Anthemufa an 
ifland of the Tyrrhene fea. Their names were Aglaophema, 
Thelxiepia, and Pifinoe ; but Homer allows only two, mentioning 
them in the Dual number,— B. & C 

The 
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The Sirens 9 voice, his wife and little-ones 

Ne'er fly to gratulate his glad return ; . 

But him the Sirens fitting in the meads 

Charm with mellifluous fong, although he fee 

Bones heap'd around them, and the mould'ring fkinr 

Of haplefs men, whofe bodies have decay'd. 

But, pals them thou, and, left thy people hear 

Tbofe warblings, ere thou yet approach, with wax 

Moulded between thy palms fill all their ears ; 

But as for thee — thou hear them if thou wilt* 

Yet let thy people, compaffing around 

Thy feet and arms with cordage of the fhip, 

Clofe bind thee to the focket of the mail r 

So (halt thou, raptur'd, hear the Sirens 9 fong. 

But if thou fupplicate to be releafed, 

Or give fuch order, then, with added cords 

Let thy companions bind thee ftill the more. 

When thus tby people (hall have fafely pafs'd 

The Sirens, think not, taught by me, to learn 

What courfe thou next fhall fleer; no — choofe thyfelf 

The bed of two, which I (hall now defcribe. 

Here vaulted rocks impend, for ever dafh'd 

By the hoarfe billows of the azure Deep; 

The blefled Gods thofe rocks, Erratic, call # . 

Not 

• Thcfe rocks arc underflood to be thofe called the Cyanean or 
Symplcgades from rvfurfeAwi* which figuifies tf dajh togetbtr. For* 

fUnding 
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Not even birds can pafs them ; not the birds 
Themfelves which his ambrofia bear to Jove, 
But even of thofe doves the fiipp f ry rock 
Proves fatal ftill to one, for which the God 
Supplies another, left the number fail \ 
Ship never yet, arriving there, efcaped, 
But planks and mariners are whelm'd at once, 
Or, caught by fiery tempefts, fwept away. 
The Argo only from the Colchian fliore 
Pafs'd fafely, furthered by the vows of all ; 
And even her perhaps rude winds had driv'n 
Againft thofe bulky rocks, but Juno's aid 
Vouchsafed to Jafon fent her fafe along. 
Thefe rocks are two ; one lifts his fummit (harp 
High as the fpacious heav'ns, in dufky clouds 
Enveloped, which nor autumn fees diipers'd 



Handing at fmall diftance from each other, to thofe who approached 
them in a right line, they appeared two, but, feen in an oblique 
dire&ion, had the appearance of approximation till at laft they 
feemed to meet* They were therefore fabuloufly faid to cia(h, and 
were denominated The rocks of collifion. For the fame reafon evi- 
dently it is that Homer calls them n\ayxra) or Erratic— C. 

• While Jupiter was an infant a cave in Crete was his nurfery, 
where he was attended by doves who brought him ambrofia in their 
bills, and by a vail eagle which fupplied him in the fame place with 
nettar. The God, having fubdued and tamed the latter, affigned 
him an abode in heaven, and the doves he made his harbingers to 
announce the approach of fummer and winter.— 'See Byzant. "Mero 
cited by Barnes,— B. 8c C. 

Nor 
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Nor fumuier, for the fan (tones never (bens ; 
No mortal man, with twice tea feet fupplied, 
And were his hands as numerous, might attain 
Its tow* ring head, or to its bafe defcend, 
For fmoothnefs fuch it (hows, as if by fkill 
Of fome nice artift polilh'd all around. 
Full in the centre of its weftem fide, 
TurnM toward Erebus, a cavern yawns 
Gloomy and deep ; beneath it ye (hall fleer 
Ulyfies, glorious Chief! your flying bark. 
No youth could fend an arrow from on board 
High as its horrid mouth* There Scylla dwells, 
And like a wild-beaft's whelp of late renounced 
By its fierce dam, with hungry winnings fills 
Her deep reoefs, a monfler to be view'd 
With terrour even by the Gods themfelves. 
Her feet are twelve, all fore-feet ; fix her necks 
Of hideous length, each clubb'd into a hea<t 
Terrifick, arm'd with fangs in triple row£ 
Thick-planted, and with carnage fill'd between. 
Plunged to her middle in the hollow den 
She lurks, protruding from the black abyfs 
Her heads, with which the ravening monfter dives 
In queft of dolphins, dog-fifti, or of prey 
More bulky, fuch as in the roaring gulphs 
Of Amphi trite without end abounds. 

4 None 
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None ever boafted yet that he had pafs'd 

Her cavern fafely, for with ev'ry mouth 

She bears upcaught a mariner away \ 

The other rock, Ulyfles, thou {halt find 

Humbler, a bow-fhot only from the firft ; 

On this a wild % grows broad~leav'd, and here 

Charybdis dire ingulphs the fable flood +. 

Each day (he thrice difgorges, and again 

Thrice drinks, infatiable, the deluge down. 

Ah, fear her Then ! for fhould thy bark approach 

What time (he drinks the billows, not the pow'r 

Of Neptune' felf could refcue thee and thine. 

Steer, therefore, clofe to Scylla, and thy bark 

Urge fwiftly on, fince lofs of fix alone 

Is better far than fhipwreck made of all. 

So Circe fpake, to whom I thus replied. 
Oh Goddefs 1 tell me true. Should I efcape, 
Perchance^ the dread Charybdis, may I ftrike 

# The hiftory of Scylla diverted of the fable, according to Palae- 
phatus was firaply this. A three-bank'd galley belonging to sat 
ifland in the Tyrrhene fea, and named Scylla, with the aid of as 
many fhips as fhe could procure to aflift her, plundered the coafts of 
Sicily and of the bay of Ionia fo frequently, that (he caufed in thofe 
parts much talk and general confternation. Ulyfles, by the help of 
a itrong and fair wind, had the good fortune to efcape when this 
galley chafed him.— C. 

f The fig-tree is mentioned here bccaufe it will foon be wanted 
for the prcferration of the hero,— B. &C. 

In 
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Id their defence whom Scylla would annoy ? 

I iaid, and quick the Goddefs in return. 
Wretch ! may no toils thy third of battle quell, 
Nor even Pow'rs immortal move thy fear i 
For fuch is Scylla ; that enormous peft 
Defies all force ; retreats not ; cannot die. 
Defence is vain ; flight is thy fole refource \ 
For fhould'ft thou linger putting on thy arms 
Befide the rock, beware, left darting forth 
Her num'rous beads, (he feize with ev'ry month 
A Greccian, and with others, even thee. 
Pafs therefore fwiftly, and aloud invoke 
Cratais, mother of this plague of man, 
Who will forbid her to aflail thee more f . 
Thou next (halt reach Thrinacia's ifle ; there graze 
The num'rous fheep and oxen of the Sun ; 
Sev'n herds ; as many flocks of fnowy fleece ; 
Fifty in each ; they breed not, neither die, 
No fhepherds them, but Goddefles attend, 
Lampetia fair, and Phaethufa, both 
By nyinph Neaera to Hyperion borne. 



* Barnes on this paflage cites a punning epigram, expreffive of 
the fame fenument ; anderftanding Scylla as a type of Luft. 

Quid facies, facies Veneris cum veneris ante f 
Ne fedess, fed eas | ne pereas, per eas, 

f Others make Scylla the daughter of Phorcysasd Hecate.— B.&C. 

Them, 



odysSe* xii. ij+bia. 337 

rrbeifi, foon as Ihe had trained them to an age 

Proportioned to that charge, their mother fent 

Into Thrinacia> there to dwell and keep 

Inviolate their Father's flocks and herds. 

If, anfcious for a fafe return* thou fpare 

Thofe herds and flocks, though after much enditfed, 

*Ye may at laft your Ithaca regain t 

But (hould'ft thou violate them* I foretell 

Deftru&ion of thy fhip and bf thy crew $ 

And though thyfelf efcape, thou fhatt return 

Late, in ill plight, with not a follower left* 

She ended, and the golden morning dawrt*d» 
Then, all-divine* her graceful fteps (he turn'd 
Back through the ifle, and, at the beach arrived, 
I fummon'd all my followers, bade them caft 
My veflel loofe, and climb her fides again ; 
Obedient they embark*d> the benches fill'd* 
And threfli'd with well-timed oars the foamy Deep. 
And now, melodious Circe, nymph divine, 
Sent after us a canvas-ftretching breeze, 
Pleafant companion of our courfe, and we 
(The tackle all adjufted) to the gale 
Refign'd the bark, and to the pilot's care* 
And, pierced with heart-felt forrow, thus I fald. 

Oh friends ! it much imports you to be taught 
(Not one but all) fuch tidings as myfelf 

vol. xiu z Have 
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Have learn'd from Circe, prophetefs divine, 
That (hould we perifti, we may perifli arm'd 
With like foreknowledge, both yourfelves and I. 
Firft, we muft pafs the Sirens finging fweet 
In flow'ry meads, of whofe enticing drains 
She bids us all beware, and me alone 
With open ears receive them ; me with cords 
Bind, therefore, ye, fo furely to the mall 
That fixt eredl and movelefs at its foot 
I may perforce remain ; and (hould I fue 
In gentle fort, or feek with ftern commands 
T'obtain deliv'rance, bind me ftill the more. 
Thus with diftinft precaution I prepared 
My people ; rapid in her courfe* mean-time, 
My gallant bark approach'd the Sirens 9 ifle, 
For briik and favourable blew the wind. 
Then, all at once, a breathlefs calm enfued, 
And the waves flumber'd, lull'd by pow'r divine. 
Up-fprang my people, and the folded fails 
Bellowing fafe below, with all their oars 
Timed in j aft meafure, fwept the whitening flood. 
Myfelf, the while, diflevVing with my knife 
A waxen cake, the num'rous portions chafed 
Between my palms ; erelong the du6tile maft 
Grew warm, obedient to that ceafclefs force, 
Aflifted by the fun*6 all-piercing beam. 

4 With, 
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Wifli that fcft imiment I fill'd the ears 
Of my companions, man by man, and they 
iMy feet and arms with ftrong coercion bound 
Of cordage to the maft-foot well fecured. 
Then down they (at, and, rowing, threlh'd the brifte* 
But when with rapid couffe we had arrived 
Withirv fuch diftance as a voice may reach, 
Not unperceiv'd by them the gliding bark 
Approached, and, thus, harmonious they began. 

Achaia's boaft ! Ulyfles I glorious Chief! 
Oh hither guide thy bark, that thou may'ft hear 
The Sirens 9 voice I thefe fhores none ever pals'd 
Till happier, firft, and wiier he became 
Lift'ning awhile to our melodious foftg. 
For all the woes infli&ed by the Gods 
On Ilium's ions, and on Achaia's hoft, 
And all eveats wherever elfe, we know *. 

So 

* The following tranfcript of a Latin verfion of this famous fong 
by Cicero, may perhaps gratify the curious reader* 

O deceit Argolrcum ! quin puppim fle&is, Ulyfles, 
Auribus ut noftros poflis agnofcere cantos I 
Nam nemo base uoquam eft tranfve&us cserula curty* 
Qoin prius adftiterit, vocum dulcedine captus | 
Poft, varus avido fatiatus pe&ore muiis, 
Do&ior ad patrias lapfus pervenerit oras. 
Nos grave certamen belli, clademque tenemus 
Graecia quam Trojae divmo numine vcxit, 
Omniaqye * latis rerum reftigta terris* 

z * To 
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So they with voices fweet their mufick poured 
On my delighted ear, winning with eafe 
My heart's defire to Men, and by figns 
I bade my people, inflant, fet me free. 
But they more ftrenuous row'd, and from their feat* 
Eurylochus and Perimedes iprang 
With added cords to bind me ftill the more. 
This danger paft, and when the Sirens' voice, 
Now left remote, had loll its pow'r to charm, 
Then, my companions freeing from the wax 
Their cars, deliver'd me from my reftraint. 
The ifland left afar, I foon difcern'd 
Huge waves, and fmoke, and horrid thund'rings heard. 
All fat aghaft ; forth flew at once the oars 
From ev'ry hand, and with a cla(h the waves 
Smote all together ; check'd, the galley ftood, 
By billow-fweeping oars no longer urged, 
And I, throughout the veflel, man by man 



To thefe lines of Cicero it may not be improper to add bis opinion 
of the fubjecl. -~The Sirens, he fays, feem to have arretted the 
paffenger not only by the novelty or variety of their fong, but by 
the knowledge they profefTed and promifed to communicate ; fnch 
as men would even cling to their rockd to hear. Homer faw plainly 
that to rcprefent fo great a man detained by a ditty only, would 
make his (lory incredible. The fongftreffes therefore offer him 
knowledge alfo, which if a man, ardently defirous of wifdom, had 
preferred even to his native country, it had been no wonder. 



Addrefling 
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Addreffing all, encouraged thus my crew. 

We meet not, now, my friends, our firft diftrefs. 
This evil is not greater than we found 
"When the huge Cyclops in his den by force 
Imprifon'd us, yet even thence we Tcaped, 
My intrepidity and fertile thought 
Opening the way ; and we fhall recollect 
Thefe dangers alfo, in due time, with joy % 
Come, then — purfue my counfel. Ye your feats 
Still occupying, fmite the furrow'd flood 
With well-timed ftrokes, that by the will of Jove 
We m&y efcape, perchance, this death, fecure. 
To thee the pilot thus I fpeak, (my words 
Mark thou, for at thy touch the rudder moves) 
Shunning yon fmoke and thofe tumultuous waves, 
Clofe by this rock diredl thy wary courfe 
And fear to leave it ; left the veflel Aide 
Into the current's force, and all be loft. 

So I , with whofe advice all, quick, complied. 
But Scylla I as yet named not, (that woe 
Without a cure) left, terrified, my crew 
Should all renounce their oars, and crowd below. 



* Ulyfles affiimes to himfelf the honour of their deliverance from 
the Cyclops, not in the fpirit of felf-praife and vain « glory, but to 
confirm their confidence in him the more* For confidence in their 
leader is often the falvation of bis followers.— C 
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Juft then, forgetful of the ftri<ft command 

Of Circe to forbear, I cloth'd my limbs 

In radiant armour, grafp'd two quivering /pears, 

And to the deck afcended at the prow, 

Expelling earlieft notice there, what time 

The rock-bred Scylla fliould annoy my friends. 

But I difcern'd her not, nor could, although 

To wearinefs of fight the duiky rock 

I vigilant explored. Thus, many a groan 

Heaving, we navigated fad the fireight, 

For here flood Scylla, while Charybdis there 

With hoarie throat deep abibrb'd the briny flood. 

Oft as (he vomited the deluge forth, 

Like water cauldron'd o'er a furious fire 

The whirling Deep all murmur d, and the ipray 

On both thofe rocky fummits fell in fhowVs. 

Bat when (he fuck'd the fait wave down again, 

Then, all the pool appear'd wheeling about 

Within, the rock rebellow'd, and the fea 

Drawn off into that gulph difclofed to view 

The oozy bottom. Us pale horror feized. 

Thus, dreading death, with faft-fet eyes we watch'd 

Charybdis ; mean-time, Scylla from the bark 

Caught fix away, the braved of my friends ; 

And as I watching flood the galley's courfe 

And them within, uplifted Wgh in air 

Their 



Their legs and arms I (aw. My name aloud 
Pronouncing in their agony, they went, 
My name, and never to pronounce it more. 
As when from fome bold point among the rocks 
The angler, with his taper rod in hand, 
Cafts forth his bait to (bare the fmaller fry, 
He fwings away remote his guarded line *, 
Then jerks aground at once the ftruggling prey, 
So Scylla them raifed ftruggling to the rock, 
And at her cavern's mouth devoured them all, 
Shrieking and ftretching forth to me their arms 
In fign of hopelefs misVy. Ne'er beheld 
Thefe eyes in all the feas that I have roam'd, 
A fight fo piteous, nor in all my toils. 

Thefe rocks thus paft, Charybdis, and the den 
Of dreadful Scylla, to the fruitful ifte 
Where graze the fatted flocks and fpotlefs herds 
Of bright Hyperion, fuddenly we came. 
Ere yet we reach'd the coaft, the bleat of (heep 
And lowings loud of oxen in the flail 
Came o'er mine ear. Then dropp*d into my mind 
The charge enjoin'd me by the 1 heban feer 
Tirefias, nor by Circe lefs enforced, 
That 1 fhould leave afar with trembling awe 

• They paflcd the line through a pipe of horn> to fecare it 
againft the fifhes* bite.— B< & C. 

24 The 



344 ODYSSBY XIL ?i3-*jt 

The ifland of the all-enlivening Sun, 
And to my people, forrowing, thus I feid. 

Receive, my friends, however fore difireis'd, 
The charge prophetick of the Thcban feer 
Tirefias, and by Circe much enforced, 
lb fhun this ifland facred to the God 
Of all-enliv ning day ; for deadlieft woes 
She faid, would meet us there. Ye, therefore, pais 
A coaft fo dang'rous fwiftly as ye may. 

I ceafed ; they me with confternation heard, 
And hardily thus Eurylochus replied. 

Ulyffes, ruthlefs Chief! no toils impair 
Thy ftrength, of fenfelefs iron thou art form'd, 
Who thy companions weary and o'erwatch'd 
Forbidd*ft to difembark on this fair ifle, 
Where now, at laft, we might with eafe regateu 
Thou, rafh, commands us, leaving it afar, 
To roam all night the Ocean's dreary wafte ; 
• But winds to (hips injurious fpring by night, 
And how fhall we efoape a dreadful death 
If, chance, a fudden gufl from South arife 
Or itormy Weft, that dafh in pieces oft 
The veffel, even in the Gods defpite ? 
Prepare we rather now, as night enjoins, 
Our evening fare befide the fable bark, 
In which at peep of day we may agaia 

Launch, 
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Launch forth fecure into the boundlefs flood. 

He ceas'd, whom all applauded. Then I knew 
That foirow by the will of adverfe heav'n 
Approach'd, and in wing'd accents thus replied. 

I fuffer force, Eurylochus ! and yield 
O'er-ruled by numbers. Come, then, fwear ye all 
A folemn oath, that fhould we find an herd 
Or numVous flock, none here (hall either fheep 
Or bullock flay, by appetite prophane 
Seduced, but fhall the viands eat content 
Which from immortal Circe we received. 

I fpake ; they readily a folemn oath 
Sware ^1J, and when their oath was fully fworn, 
W ithin a creek where a frefh fountain rofe 
They moorM the bark, and, ifiuing, began 
Brifk preparation of their evening cheer. 
But when nor hunger more northirft remain'd 
Unfeted, recollecting, then, their friends 
By Scylla feized and at her cave devour'd, 
They mourn'd, nor ceafed to mourn them, till they flepfc 
The night's third portion come, when now the ftars^ 
Had traversed the mid Iky, ethereal Jove 
CalPd forth a vehement wind with tempeft charged, 
Menacing earth and fea with pitchy clouds 
Tremendous, and the night fell dark from heav'iv 
But whea Aurora, daughter of the day, 

Look'd 
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Look'd roiy forth, we thruft the threatened fhip 
for fafety far within a deep recefs 
Umbrageous, whither oft the nymphs retired 
For fport and for repofe, and gathering, there, 
My gallant friends around me, thus I faid. 

My friends ! food fails us not, but bread is yet 
And wine on board. Abflain we from the herds* 
Left harm enfue ; for ye behold the flocks 
And herds of a moft potent God, the Sun ! 
Whofe eye and watchful ear may none elude. 

So faying, I fway'd the gen'rous minds of all. 
A month complete the South wind ceafelefs blew, 
Nor other wind blew next, fave Eaft land South ; 
Yet they, while neither food nor rofy wine 
Fail'd them, the herds harm'd not, through fear to die 
But when, at length, provifion none remain'd, 

Neceffity, then, fent them forth to roam 
In qucft of prey, with pointed hooks to snare 
Fifties, or birds, and even what they might, 
By famine urged. I folitary roam'd 
Mean-time the ifle and pray'd, with hope to move 
Some God to {how us a deliverance thence. 
When, roving thus the ifle, I had at length 
Left all my crew remote, 1 laved my hands 
Where (belter warm from evVy blaft I found^ 
And fupplicated all the PowVs above^ 

But 
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But they my eyes toith fiumber whelm'd, and thus 
Eurylochus feduced my crew the while. 

My friends 1 afflicted as ye are, yet hear 
A fellow-fufFrer. Death, however caufed, 
Abhorrence moves in miferable man, 
But death by famine is a fate of all 
Moil to be fear' A Come, drive me to the (bore 
The beft and faireft oxen of the Sun, 
Fbr facrifiee to the Immortal Pow'rs, 
Refolving thus — that foon as we (hall reach 
Our native Ithaca, we will ere& 
To bright Hyperion an illuftrious fane, 
Which with magnificent and'num'rous gifts 
We will enrich. But (hould he choofe to fink 
Our vefiel, for his ftately beeves incenfed, 
And (hould, with him, all beav'n refent the deed, 
I rather had with open mouth, at once, 
Meeting the billows, periih, than by flow 
And pining mis'ry in this defert ifle. 

So fpake Eurylochus, whom all approved* 
Then, driving all the fatteft of the herd 
Few paces only, (for the (acred beeves 
Grazed rarely diftant from the bark) they flood 
Encircling them around, and, grafping each 
Green foliage newly pluck'd from faplings tall, 
(For barley none in all our bark rerajun'd) 

WorfliippU 
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WorlhippMthe Gods in pray V*. PrayV made, they flew 

And flay'd them, and the thighs with double fat 

Inverting, fpread them o*er with flices crude. 

No wine had they with which to consecrate 

The blazing rites* but with libation poor 

Of water hallowM the interiour parts. 

Now, tyhen the thighs were burnt, and each had fhared 

His portion of the maw, and when the reft 

All flaftiM and fcored hung roaftingat the fire, 

Sleep, in that moment, fuddenly my eyes 

Forfaking, to the fhore I bent my way. 

But ere the ftation of our bark I reach'd, 

The fav'ry vapour met me. At the fcent 

I groanM aloud, and to the Gods exclaim'd. 

Oh Jupiter, and all ye Powers above ! 
With cruel fleep and fatal y&have lull'd 
My cares to reft, fuch horrible offence 
Mean-time my rafti companions have devifed. 

Then, flew long-ftoled Lampetia to the Sun 
^Lt once with tidings of his flaughterd beeves, 
And he, incenfed, the Immortals thus addrcfs'd. 

Jove, and ye everlafting Pow'rs divine ! 
Avenge me inftant on the drew profane 



* They might encircle them either becaufe the ceremonial re» 
quired them to do fo, or to confine £nd keep them together.— C. 

Of 
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Of Laertiades ; Ulyfles* friends 
Have dared to flay my beeves, which I with jdy 
Beheld, both when I qlimb'd the ftarry heav'ns, 
And when to earth I flop'd my " weftering wheels ;" 
They {hall requite the wrong, or I renounce 
Henceforth the Ikies, and give the ghofts my beams. 

Then, thus the Ruler of the realms of air. 
Sun ! fhine thou ftill on the Immortal pow'rs, 
And on the teeming earth, frail man's abode. 
My candent bolts can fhiver at a ftroke 
Their flying bark amid the billowy Deep. 

Thefe things Calypfo, taught them, as fhe faid, 
Herfelf by Mercury, made known to me. 

But when, defcending to the (bore, I reached 
At length my bark, with look and tone {tytrt 
I reprimanded them, yet no redrefs 
Could frame, or remedy -*thc beeves were dead. 
Soon follow'd figns portentous fent from heav'n. 
The Ikins all crept, and on the fpits the flefli 
But crude and roafted, moan'd as with the voice 
Of living beeves. Thus my devoted friends 
Driving the fatteft oxen of the Sun, 
Feafted fix days entire ; .but when the fev'nth 
By mandate of Saturnian Jove appeared, 
The ftorm then ceafed to rage, and v&> again 
Embarking, launched our galley, reared the jnaft, 

An«T 
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And gave our uhfurrd canvas to the wind* 

The illand left afar, and other land 
Appearing none, but iky alone and fea, 
Right o'er the hollow bark Saturnian Jove 
A blue cloud ftationM, dark'ning all the Deep. 
£Iot long my veflcl ran, for, blowing wild, 
Now came (hrill Zephyrus ; a ftormy guft 
Snapped iheer the fhrouds on both fides ; backward fell 
The mart, and with loofe tackle ftrew'd the hold ; 
Sriking the pilot in the ftern, it cruih'd 
His fcull together ; he a diver's plunge 
Made downward, and his noble fpirit fled. 
Then Jove, ftill thundnng, hurl'd into the ffcip 
His candent bolts ; {he, quaking all her length, 
With fulphur reek'd, and o'er her fhatter'd fide* 
My people, plunging, on the boift'rous waves 
Like fea-mews rode, forbidden by that ftroke 
Of wrath divine to hope their country more. 
But I, the vefiel ftill paced to and fro, 
Till flbverM by the ftorm her planks and ribs 
Forfook the keel now left to float alone. 
Snapp'd where it join'd the keel the mail had fall'n* 
But fell encircled with a leathern brace, 
Which it retained * binding with this the maft 
And keel together, on them both I fat, 
-Borne belplefs onward by the dreadful gale. 

And 
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And now the Weft fubfided, and the South 

Arofe inftead, with mis'ry charged for me, 

That I might meafure back my courfe again 

To dire Charybdis. All night long I drove, 

And when the fun arofe, at Scylla's rock 

Once more, and at Charybdis* gulph arrived. 

It was the fearful time when fhe abforb'd 

The briny flood, but byli wave upborne 

I feized the branches of the wild-fig fail*, 

To which, bat-like, I clung ; yet where to fix 

My foot fecure found not, or where to afcend, 

For diftant lay the roots, and diftant (hot 

The largeft arms eredt into the air, 

O'erfhadowing all Charybdis ; therefore hard 

1 clench'd the boughs, till (he difgorg'd again 

Both keel and mail. Not undefired by me 

They came, though late ; for at what hour the judge, 

After decifion made of num'rous ftrifes 

Between young candidates for honour, leaves 

The forum for refrefhment' fake at home, 

Then was it that the maft and keel emerged f • 

Delivered to a voluntary fall, 

Fall by thofe beams I dafh'd into the flood, 

* See line 120. 

f He had therefore held by the fig-tree from fan- rife till after- 
noon* 

And 
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And feated on them both, with oary palmg 
Impel Fd them ; nor the Sire df Gods and men 
Permitted Scylla to difcern me more, 
Elfe, in that moment, had I fiirely died \ 
Nine days I floated, and the Gods, at length* 
On the tenth night, the beams which I beftrode 
Drove to Ogygia, where the beauteous Nymph 
Calypfo dwells ; fhe pitied and fupplied 
My want of all things. — But let this fufficte* 
Whate'er cnfued, thy royal fpoufe and thou 
Learn'd yefterday ; and, to rehearfe a tale 
So lately told, were wearifome and vain f • 

* Strabo contends that Circe mifmformed Ulyfles ; for (he aflurci 
him that if he arrived at Cbarybdis at the time when fhe ingulphed 
the water, Neptune himfelf could not deliver him. He arrives 
there* however, at that very time, and neverthelefs efcapes. But 
Circe gave him that caution, on a fuppofition that if he arrived 
there at all it mull be in his (hip, and his efcape by means of the 
wild fig when the timbers on which he had floated thither Wert 
actually fwallowed up, is no impeachment of the truth of her in* 
telligence. — C. 

+ Hence it is plain, fays Euftethius, that none of Homer's repe- 
titions are made without a reafon, or efcape Mm through mere gar- 
rulity. And Plutarch fays, obferving on this paflage, Of all that 
can be faid of poets nothing is fo true as that Homer alone, always 
new, always beautiful, may bid defiance to the raoft faftidious reader* 
Leading us, as he does, from fubjedt to fubjed he never cloys, but 
is fure to prefent fome novelty or other to our relief before fctietf 
can seize us. — C. 
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